ns wi Wt 77”, OR 
FEXCELLENCYE 
'OF CHRIST, 


OR, We - | 
THE ROSE OF SHEAR 


\ErneSar'of OE TAKING] 


\ 2 Jorne AS THE ONELY 


OVERAIGN MEDICINE 
' OF A SIN-SICK SOVL. £ 


ACCOMMODATED BOTH* 
| for thoſe that are withour, and 
: for theſe that arc in Chriſt; 


Who are thereby inſtructed how they 
| muſt be fitted to apply Chriſt 
unto themlclyes. 


In 25 Caſcs upon that ekcellent Text] in 
CANT, 3, 1. 
*g. am the Roſe of Sharon. 
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The Epiſtle e Dedicatory. 


Lords day unto-Tis "ko- 
man people, Certain gli- 
' |ſtering, and glorious 

RoſetoſignifietheLoz»v 
Jezsus, whoin my text 
reſembleth himſelf'to a 


Roſe moſt faire and fra-|| 


orant. 
niouſſy) moved menoj a 


nf compariſon, then & 


| [cannot but reafon th 


[man (being a Miniſter | El 


The + conſideration ' i 
whereof (1 confeſſe inge-[[| 


[Littleto think more ſeti- [ 
jouſly of this moſt exce-- | 


ver I did before ; for 


=l 


| 


[| Teachers, who profeſſe| 
!'our ſelves to be all for} 


; 


« ||yecr, as he tus Golden| 


| The Epaltie Dediratory. 
-1|\with himſelf : it het 
whom we Pr oteſtants| 


|by ſhewing unto them} 
11/2 Roſe emblematizing} 
f Chriſt, how muck more} 


our Chrifttzn people]. 
[their Lord and Matter| 


judge tobe again Chriſt] 
take it upon him thus ſo-} 


lemnly to put men in} 
mind of the Lord{Chriſt, 


ſhould we Evangcticall] 


Chriſt, ſhevy forthunto| 


| 


Chrift, not onely oncea|. 


A .. = Þ 


| The Epitle Dedicatory. Y | | 


Roſe, butas much'as = 
ſibly we can, by our of- 
[ten preaching, and pub- 
liſhing the Goſpel of||| 
Chriſt (that moſt Th 
and redolent Roſe of Sha- 
ron) whereby we may] 
hope. to do infinitely | 
more good unto Gods|| 
Orthodoxe people, then| 
[he by ſhewing a' Roſe 
5: Birr unto his ſuper- 
\ſtitious Romans. 
wes | Forthe* matter of that 
ve: |Roſers but, 

«|; 1. Gold. 

T4» |, 2, Musk, 


| 


— 
© 


||feſtly as I could 1n this 


||and now am bold:to tend= 
rs 


, 


But thermatter of the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
, Dalfame. oy 


Goſpel, ( which he 


preachethnot)is* Chriſt | 
himſelf the Roſe celeſti-: 


all, whach is more pre-' 
cious then Gold , more 
fragrant then M usk; and| 


more medicinall then] 
Balſame, as l have endea-| 
voured to makeit appear, |: 


as evidently and man1- 


Treatiſe which through 
1importunity ) I. have 


beenanimatedtopubliſh,] 
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"1 TheEpiſtleDedicatory, 
erunto you firſt, becauſe | 


you heard me preach 
fret (in your own Paro- 


|chiall Temple the laft 
Winter) of this moſt de- 


liczous Roſe, which 1s 


|Chritt himſelf bleſſed 


forever. 


| To fay no more now 
of the ſaid Roſe it ſelf, |' 


becauſe I affect brevity 


1n a Preface, I ſhall but; 


crave the good bleſsing 
of our good (70d upon 


my poor indeavours,that| 
they may proveas bene- 


fictall unto you, as my 
enlarged 


- 
— ﬀc 


|  T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


Ml enlarged heart towards| 

1|[|you, my moſt reſpected,| 
orien r= 

-[||kinde, and loving neigh- 

t|||bours, doth defire it. 

F | | 

__ YoursinChriſt, | 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſcience detaine it For if hethat 
reſerves corn and will not ſpare 
itto.cholethatnecd it, be lyable 


'toaXcurſe. I might juſtly feare 


leſt I alſo keeping back the ſpi- 
rituall food of the ſoul-fatting 
word of God , wheti it is thus 


| [earneſtly craved, ſhould incurre 


| : | 
the ſame horrible danger of be- 
ing accurſed. Better it was ther- 


my ſelf ro a cenſure (which be: 
ing a ſtranger and moſt inſuffi- 
cients I cannot well avoyd)then 
co acurle, 3: 

And now | for as much as 
thoſe hungry ſouls have moved 
me at laſtto imparrtit,as not da- 
ring. to deny it, I could do no 
leſle then expreſie my ſingular 


care for you ; and great love, 


i. A 


| 


fore and ſafer for me to expoſe||' 


hich| | 
e | _ WNICn] |- 
"Me ——_—— "7 
þ 


__—_— 


| 


awhich I beare towards you, by 
{paring che:ſame ſpiricuall all. 


|cauſe they came firſt, and heard 


| Jeſus bleſſed for ever. 
| Nor:may you be offended wt 


1 


| of the. field, and not of a gars' 
|den, and therefore ought nor To 
l beendoſed, as garden Roſcs are 


Ne eee on cena earned 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| 


monie unto you in {peciall, and 
making you partners with 
thoſe, who were ſerved firſt, be- 


me firſt, when 1 diſtributed and 
divided the word of trath firſt, 
couching that moſt ſweet and | 


medicinall Roſe of Sharox Chriſt 


me for.making you partners 
onely,and not{ole owners, for 
1. You looſe nothing by thar, 
haviagas much as they. 
2. Beſides that ſweer Roſe, of | 
the which Icreat here, is zRoſe 


_ and | 
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Chriſt; the ſweet Roſe of Sha- 


[of Life, who in thoſe Sermons| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; |} 
and reſeryed by a few; bur ra- 
ther as common be" imparted 
unta.many., Andthereforc it is 
my heartie vote, and thethirſt- 
ing deſire-of my ſoul, that not 
you onely , andthoſe to whom 
I dedicate this -book as joynt- 
pareners with you, but alſo all 
others , that ſhall reade it, ray 
take and own that moſt need- 
full and wholſome fpirituall]] 
food, the preaching T meane of 


— 


roz, and moſt nutritive bread 


made publike for the good of 
allis profered and tenidered un- 
roall, Tor [l 
——_ Tour loving Friend 

© and Miniſter, 
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CHRIST, 
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THE ROSE O F 
SHARON. 


SECT. I. 


That Chriſt is like a Roſe in Sharon 
field, Canr. 2. 1. 


[1 am the Roſe of Sharoh. ] 


Have beene lons _— 
*| &-& with this moſt fragrant andy 


56) OE precious Scripture, behol-| 
ding in it a more then ordi] 


nary beaury and ſhining cminencie, & 
now my love breaketh out by this: my 
choice,becauſe I was not able to keepe 
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' The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſcience detaine is. For if he that 
reſerves corn and will not ſpare 
itto.choſethatnecd it, be lyable 
'toa* curſe. I might juſtly feare 
leſt I alſo keeping back the ſpi- 
rituall food of the ſoul-fatcing 
word of God , wheti it is thus 
earnetly craved, ſhould incurre 
the ſame horrible danger of be- 
ing accurſed. Berter it was ther- 
fore and ſafer for me toexpole 
'my ſelf ro a cenſure (which be- 
ing a ſtranger and moſt inſuffi- 
cient» cannot well avoyd)then 
co acurle, | 
And now ' for as much as 


meat laſt to imparrit,as not da- 
ring. to deny it, I could do no 
leſle then expreſſ< my ſingular 


care for you, and. great love, 


6 
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thoſe hungry ſouls have moved| 


| | | which 


_ nd LAS. » W » =  S 


| TheBpiſtle Dedicatory, | 


| cauſe they came farſt, and heard 


tik touching that moſt ſweet and! 


| Jeſus bleſled for ever. 


| 


| of the field, and not of a gar 
{den, and therefore ought not o 
F becndoſed, as garden Roſcs are 
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awhich I beare towards you, by 
{paring the.ſame ſpiricuall ali. 
monie unto you in ſpeciall, and 

making you partners with 
thoſe, who were ſerved firſt be- 


me firſt, when I difiribured and 
divided the word of crath firſt, 


medicinall Roſe of Sharox Chrift 


| Nor:may you be oftended wi 
me for. making you partners 
onely,and not{olc owners, for 
| 4. You looſe nothing by that, 
haviagas much as they. 
2. Beſides that ſweet Roſe, of | 
the which Itreat here, is zRoſe 
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Chriſt; the ſweet Roſe of Sha- 


fall,is profered and tendered-un- 
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' The Epiſtle Dediearory: || 


unta.many. And therefore it is 
my heartie vore, and thethirſt- 
ing defire-of my ſoul, that not 
you onely , andthoſe rowhom 
E dedicate this -book as joynr- 
partners with you,” but alſo all 
others , that ſhall reade it, ray 
take and own that moſt need- 
full and wholſome fpirituall|| 
food, the preaching I meane of 


ron, and moſt nutritive bread 
of Life, who in thoſe Sermons} 
made publike for the' good of 


toall. 


% 


Your loving Friend 
E "© and Miniſter, 
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EXCELLNCY OF 
CHRIST, 


THE ROSE O F 
SHARON. 


SncrT. I. 


7 hat Chriſt is like a Roſe in Sharon| 
field, Canr. 2. t. 


[1 am the Roſe of Sharon. ] 


Z \< L EN; 
ND &/2 


Have beene long enamored 
with this molt fragrant and. 
Sl i S behol- 
Sf ES 7 precious Scripture, beho 
222292 ding in it a more then ordi: 
nary beauty and ſhining eminencie, & 
now my love breaketh out by this 1 my 
choice;becauſe I was not able to keepe 
B it 


_—_—_ og NI ere 


\affet the ſame + True it is, that car- 


| would ro God that all this people may | 


4 be excellency of [,ÞNJF, 


itin any longer, and I doe wiſh from 
the very bottome of my heart, that 
you alſo, my dearcly beloved , may 


'nall love cannot endure a corrivall,and 
fellow-lover, bur che*love wherewith 


ſpirituall, and not carnall, and there- | 
foreas Moſes ſaid once upon another 
occaſion, when El/dad and Medad pro- 
pheſicd'in the Campe, 8& 7oſuacnvied 
ar them for Moſes ſake, would to God 
that all the Lords people were Pro- 
phers, Numb. 11.27, 28, 29. ſoſayl1, 


nor onely love this text with me, but 
alſo may chuſe and love him who is. 


ſelfe, who as hee ſhineth with uncon- 
ceivable ſpendor above the bright- 


delicious garden of my text, where: 
his moſt amiable perſon is moſt aptly 


[ affimilated to a roſe faire and ruddy, | 


I love this text is of another narure, þ 


encloſed in ir, even Chriſt Ieſus bim- } 


neſſe of the ſunne it ſelfe in heaven a-| 
| bove, ſo likewiſe doth he even ſpread |} 
and dart forth ſome rayes of his glori. 
' ous beauty heere below in the moſt | 


b 
g 


© HSI. = 


| [keth way ina myſteric; foras much as 


Jand convinced of that nothingneſle, 


by this moſt ſweer expreſſion, 1 am 
| the roſe of Sharon. w- 

This whole ſong , whereof theſe 
words are bur a liccle peece, is tran- 
ſcendental and myſticall, compoſed by 
Salomon the wilſeſt King ( ſo honored 
and titled by the ſpiric of God ) and 
moſt * aptly placed afcer the Proverbs 
and Eccleſiaſtes, for whercas in the 


% 


or the Rove of Sharon. © 


a Nec 44= 


Proverbs chere is fer forth and preſſed 
the morall life of man, and in Eccleſi- 

afies the life naturall, ſubject ro vanicy, 
the conſideration whereof may aptly | 
moove a man to the life morall: here 
in this love-ſong is expreſſed the life 
contemplative, forthe which Eccleſs- 
sſtes unvailing and repreſcnting to the 
life, the vanity of the life naturall, and 
by that meanes weaning and diyorcing 
mans affection from terreſtrialls , ma- 


Þ 


none is fit for contemplation, uarill 
his mind be taken off from carthlineſſe 


which is in all things created under the 
ſunne. The matter of contemplation 
herin contained is Connubiall,touch- 

= Bz' ing 


ſuper.cant | 


car mys fee 
rio quod. | 
liber kic | 
Ferrus f0* 
mtur in | 
opertbus + 
Solomons, 
&c.Greg. 
inproleg. 


— 


+ | The exellency of (hrift, | 
| ing the myſticall union and communi- 
on between Chriſt the Celeſtial bride- 
' 034. |groome and the Church his ſpoule, 
gen. , | 
or.3. in | (er forth in a ® dramarticall ſtile ſo ſub- 
ants | lime and elegaanr, as that the whole 
Vocatur |treatiſe might well be ſtiled The © ſong 
07mg of ſongs which is Salomons, WO was a| 
wia ef | King of Kings, as being more excel- 
n5us |lentthen all Kings, and moſt able to 
fblimius, | COMPile a canticle more high and lof- 
Gregor. | ty then all other ordiaary canticles,by 
The cc. | reaſon of his moſt excellear wiſedom. 
caſion of | The occaſion of the words, which (be- 
theſe | ing the firſt peece of the firſt m&ber of 
dConſcien. | the former part of this bipartice Chaps | 
ria bonis | ter, containing a mutuall commen2 ati || 
+» ua on, inthe x, 2, 3 verſes ) I have fingled | 
Bern. | out from among the reft, you may ob-| 
- 15.v6e |ſerve in the precedenr chapter, verſe] | 
/puto quod | 16. where the ſpouſe of Chriit having : 
/pon/a de | obtained herbeloveds preſence, 12,13, 
"aca r4.utrereth theſe words. Alſo ourſ . 
floribus ""_- is greene, 4 beſtrawed as it weref . 
Ju e;, | with flowers of grace; for anſwere { 
[ Bern. ſer, whereunto, © as 5. Bernard aptly con h 
Wer. ceives, Chriſt hcere takes her off fror £ 
[ro {all ſelfeconceitednefſle , ſaying F - 
[4 
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ett. te Ms 


if 


ll or 
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the 'Rose of Sharon. 


the Roſe of Sharon, aS if he ſhould ſay : 
But thinke not, O my ſiſter, and deare 
{ ſpouſe,that ſuch lowers of gracegrow 
in natures garden, arrogatipg them un- 


ro thy ſelfe. No, but know thar all | 


that ſhining beauty and raviſhing cx- 
cellency, wherewith thou ſayeſt and 
ſecſt that thy bed,or heart is crowned, 
is of mee, F am the Roſe of Sharon, in 
which words, two things are mainely 
| con{iderable, 1. Their nature. 2. Thejr 


On 
or 


4 
th 


parts. For the firſt, you ſee that for 
their Nature they are comparativegfor 
Chriſt compareth himſclfe to a Role, 
and therefore wee will termeita com- 
pariſon, and ſuch a one, as Logicians 
call contracted, as being moſt breife, 
without any large deduction after the 
manner of plenarie reſemblances ſo 
called. 
2, And it conſiſts of two parts, or 
termes, as they terme the parts of a 
compariſon. The firſt terme is aper- 
ſon, which is herecompared.Second- 


'] reſembled. 


ly, a thing, unto which the perſon is 


xr. The perſon compared is imply- 


L— dt. low cow ed > 
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in Loc. 
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0c. T heme 
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| The exceilency of C brift, 


- | modelt 


edin the pronowne I, that is, I Chriſt, 
and not the Church as moſt * inter- 
preters new and old doc herein unani- 
mouſly agree, and that rightly, for 
will not ſuffer a meere man 
to call himſclfe thus, the Roſe of Sha- 
r03. True it is, thar the ſpoule is cal- || 
I<d a lillie,as Chriſt in this ſame verſe, 
bur ſhe doth not call her ſelteſo: for 
Chriſt himſelfe purs that ſtile upon 
her. Not 1, is amore ficter ſpeech for 
a ſinfull man in a matter of praiſe and 
commendation, Gal, 2. 20. and there- 
fore let Chriſt, whois God and man, 
and whoſe name is 1 am, bee the 1 
heere, 

2. : The thing unto which Chriſt 
compareth himſelfe, is a Roſe of Sha- 
ron] where firſt two things are ro bee 
underſtood. Secondly, two things are 
expreſſed. For the 1. the two ro be 
underſtoodare. x. 1. 2. like. 

I, 4m, which being omirred in the 
originall, muſt neceſſarily bee under- 
ſtood, becauſe Chriſt not onely was, 
and will be, but alſo in very deede is 
ſuch aroſe, for the originall is indefi- 

nite 
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 * or the Rose of Sharon. 


| nice. ſee Revel. 1.8, 7 am Alpha and 0- 


| COMe Next to be viewed, namely, 


| flower; for the 8 originall fignifieth 


—_— m—_ 
—_— 
dre. eu ——_ — = - - 


mega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith 


the Lord, which is, and whichwas, and | 


which is to come. | 
2. Like] J am like a roſe: for wee 
muſtnot chinke that Chriſt properly | 
is aroſe, fading and corruptible. No 
but onely reſpeRivcly or compara- 
tvely,wherfore I ſaid that this ſpeech 
is a compariſon contracted, or zactte, 
becauſe the note of ſimilitude is omit- 
ted. | 
Secondly, the two things expreſſed 


1. The quid or ſubſtance, unto 
which Chriſt is reſembled. 

2. The quale, or qualitie of that 
ſubſtance. 

Firſt the ſubſtanceis a Roſe, or a 


both, and therefore Saint Hierom and, 
cthereſt of the Latine Fathers, & ſome 
h moderne tranſlators doe ſo tranſlate 
it, 7amthe flower, which not withſtan- 
ding I muſt tell you, that I for my part 
like your Engliſh tranſlation farre ber- 


| 


ter, as becing farre more fignificant & 
ME... 


——_— — 
_ 


I, 


2. 


n5xan 


h Luther 
in Bibl. 
Germ, 
So T rem 
lius like. 
wiſcren. 
ders the 
word, E. 


| goſum 


roſa, 


———_— 


EC Cy 
=_ 


Tierom. 


'T bom 
$ in Loc. 


| 


|of the ficld. 2 of Sharon a ſpeciall field 


8 | The excellency of Chriſt, | 
mnn—_— a 


| cmphatica)l then the other, yea com- 
prizing and cnclofing the other too 
for every roſe 1s a flower, whereas e- 
| very flower is nota roſe. 
| 2, Forqualitie, this roſe is ſaid to 
beea roſc of Sharon or the ficld or 
plaine, or of a ficld called Sharon, for 
rhe i originall beares all theſe fignifi- 
\ CaTions. 

1. Of the field or plaine) whereby 
t 0rigcy underſtands the Fewes, whom 
God by his Prophets did husband, 
like a field, but others more aptly af- 
firme thar for ſome other very preg-. 
nant conſiderations, which ſhall bce 
Hercafcer declared, mention 1s made | 


or region !firuated betweene the Ta- 
borine mount and the lake of Tyberias, 
and extending it ſelfe from Ceſareato 
Foppa, mentioned 1 Chron, 27. 29. 
'Eſay 3 3.9. a field in which the ® fai- 


| 


reſt and moſt fragrant roſes were wont | | 


to grow, unto which Chriſt is pleaſed 
to reſemble himſelfe, for ſuch reaſons 
as are to bee given hereafter. | 


Hence then ſprings up this faire and 


cordiall 


——r—_. 


Or the Roſe of Sharon. 
cordiall flower, oiit of the moſt deli- 
cious garden of my texr, I meane this 
Doctrine, 

Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour is moſt like 
unto a zoodly * roſe in Sharon field. 

For the proſecution of which point 
I will firſt produce ſundry grounds 
and reaſons of it, 

2. Propound and reſolve ſome ne- 
ccſſary Querics. 

3. Preſſe home divers profitable 
uſes, To 

For the firſt, I affirme that Chriſt is 
1. Moſt like ugto a Roſe, partly by reaſon. 

I. Of thoſe ſecret vertues which are 
in him, like unto thoſe of a Role, as is 
tobe ſhewed hereafter. 

II. By reaſon of his blood- ſhed, 
which makes him as red as a Roſe, ſee 
| Eſay 63.2. wherefore art thou redin tbine 
| [apparell, and Rev. 19.13. Andhee was 
| [cloathed with a veſture dipt in bloud. 
| III. By reaſon of his fragrancie,Pſal. 

| 45. 8. 
Ik 2. Hee 1s not onely like a roſe, but 
like a roſe #2 the field. 

I. Bzcauſc he ſuffered in the » field, 

with- 


, 


9: | 


» Vnder- | 
ſtand a red ' 
double | 
roſe, as be- 
ing moſt | 
faire and 
uſefull, & 
fo more 
fGignificant. 
then a | 
common ' 
field roſe, 
for ſuch | 
double ro- 
ſes and the | 
faireſt in-! 
deede did. 
grow 11 '. 
that fael4 
as Authors 
write. 

I Pr oſe= 
CHtio7, 

1. Branch 
1,Reaſor 


2.Reaſon 


——_  ——— RR. 


— 


| 


| 


li 2 
'pÞ Bernard 
17 Loc. 


3 Branch 
l 


11. Reaſon | 


2. 
| 
E- Jo | 
g Rom, 
5.8. 


2. Proſe- 


Cation, 


1 
F- Quere | 


Anſwer. | 


| the moſt fervent 4 love of God, as the | 
| roſes of Sharonſpring out of the hotteſt || 


| 707 field. 


wichout the gate, that he might be the 
patrerne of ſufferours uſually dying jn 
the tield, eyenas hee is the glory of tri- 
umphers. 

2. Becauſe hce is an open Saviour 
bringing common ſalvation, Fude 3. 

3. Chriſt compares himſclfe ro a 
roſe of the field as Y one ſaith, to call 
forth his ſpouſe out of her bed of caſe 
| into the field rofight, 

3. He is like a roſe in Sharon field. 
1. By reaſon of his cxcellencie ia ge- 
nerall, for there the moſt excellent 
roſes did grow, fee Cant.F. 10. 

2. By reaſon of his ſurpaſſing plea- | 
 ſantneſſe in ſpecial), Cart. 5. 16. | 
3. Becauſe hce is ſprung up oue of | 


ſoyle. 

| If you aske mee whether God the 
Farther and God the Holy Ghoſt may 
not alſo be ſaid to be like a roſe in Sha- 


I anſwer , firſt in ſome ſence they 
may be ſo reſembled, as namely ; they 
be alike faire & fragrant withChriſt, for 


theſe 


cunn—— 


EE NOISES 


—_— 


he theſe three are one ſaith Saint Tohy, 1 Joh: 


. or the Roxe of Sharon. 


'E 


ja 5-7. © One in Efſence,and one in Attri- 
ri-|| butes, and therefore as the one is all 


faire, ſo the other two perſons muſt 


ur || needes be [o too. 


2a 
Wi 
ſe 


| 


2. But ina ſtricter ſence, as Chriſt is 
like a Roſe in regard of his bloudſhed, 
ſo he isthe Roſe of Sharon ſingulariter 
& proprie, that is, ſingularly and pro- 
perly : for onely Chriſt who is the 
ſecond perſon in the Trinitie called the 
word incarnate ſhed his bloud, and in 
chat reſpect is as red as a Roſe, Reve. 
19. 13. | | 

2. If you demand whether a true be- 


leever may not allo bee ſaid to bee like 
| | ſucha Roſe ? | 


I anſwer , that derivedly and re- 


| | ſpeRively hee is a Roſe likewiſe , and- 


may bee called ſo, as beeing all faire, 
Cant. 4. 7. but nor ſuch a Roſe as 
Chriſt, who primarily, peculiarly, ori- 
ginally , and tranſcendently is onel 

ſuch aRoſe of Sharon, yea the Roſe 
indcede, as being infinitely fairer then 
the ſonnes of men, Pſal. 45.2. And ha- 
ving troden the winepreſſe of Gods wrath 
alone, 


Tho. Aqu, 
3-Þ. 4-16, 
41, Sce 
alſo Lom- 


bard 1. 3, 
diſt. 1. 


2. Dur, 


O———_— CCSCCCOER 
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12 | The excellency of: ((brift, |. 
alone, as it 1s written Eſay 63. 3. 1 have 
| rroden the winepreſſe alone,. and of. the 
people there was none with me , the oti- 
ginall is more emphaticall, for therein 
Chriſt ſpeakes of »zore then one people, 
in the plurall chat not one man among 
all people did helpe him, leaſt men 
* — [ſhould conſtrue his words againſt his 
meaning, as if hee did onely ſpeake of 
the Jewiſh people, which did crucific | 
him, and therefore were rather agents | 
[againſt him then patients with him, 
ſo-that Pſellus and Lyra underſtanding 
che Church by this Roſe of Sharon | 
| muſt necds be miſtaken. 


| 


Ve 


he 


1- 


|| arine or lower which this ext affords 
|| good and uſcfull _ |} 


0; GC To Zo | 


f WA4 feirenſ of fuleſſe, De-| 


For 2pplication. wane as Roſes 
and flowers are good for the head, 
far the braine, for the heart, and for| 
many things: ſo is the R ſe-like Do- 


= 


I, For the underſtanding of manto 
informe it. 


tO CONVINCE its 
3. For the affection or heart to, 


moove lr. 
4. For the will to incline i it. 


Of theſe in order. 
Firſt, it-is uſcfull for the underſtan- 


that of 3 . things. 
I. of Chriſts faireneſle ; ; 2, uſeful- 


nefſe, 3. deſirableneſle. 


' 2. For the conſcience to (atisfie and | 


| 


| ding to helpe i it, and to informe it, and} 


4 


ar the Rece of Sharon. | 1 
W-. | — T* ——— 


I. I be- 


E- 


| FOSTT 


| To 


| Chriſt s 


'tVnde Ro- 
ſaolim 

\proprer_ 
pukcbritte 
Rem FO 
ſuayem 0- 
dorem yee 
peri ſacrs 


fuit Cale- 


Fx: 
=—=qx 


gdmodum 
urſti. 


' 
i 
| 


| 
/ 
: 
j 
[ 


1 


[1 


| farreneſſe| P 


| 


| ſweereſt roſe, ſaying thou art fairer 
u Pulcher - 


'/ he excellency of (-Þriſt, 


Firſt I beginne with the firſt of theſe, | 
to ixforme you of Chriſts admirable | 
faireneſſe, foraſmuch as himſelfe com-] 
ares himſclferoa Roſe, which 1s one | 
of the * faireſt lowers among all flow- | 
ers, yea to 4 Roſe of Sharon , which of | 
all roſes are beld to bee the moſt faire | 
and fragrant ,-by reaſori of the ſunne 
which -ſhinech ſo much upon that || 
ſoile, and heateth it, and maketh rhe | 
roſes proſger as Authors wrice of ic, || 
ſee Pſal. 45. 2. How David in thar || 
ſong of loves ( for ſo thar Pſalmeis in- || 
ticled ) ſers forth the beauty of this | 


ah. 


then all the children of men, * yeathou 
art exceedingly faiter then the chil- 
dren of men. For rhe originall tmpor- 
teth ſo much and more too ; even 
more then I am able to cxpreſle. for af- 
much as the Holy Ghoſt doth even 
ingeminare the ordinarie word hcere, 
ſpeaking of a more then” ordinary - 
beauty to make it more ſignificant, 
and it muſt nceds bee ſo, whether wee | | 
doerefle the eyes of the minde upon | 

his Dezty, or upon his Humanity. 


— — —— 


I. To 


: W Fe "ROSE Of DÞMAron. 


ſe, | I- To beginne with his Deity, how | 
le {can hee bur bee fairer then all the chil-} 
'm. {dren of men, who is notonelya ſ{onne | 
ne Jof man, bur alſo the naturall fonne of | 
w. [God, even God of God, andcoequall | 
of [with God his father, who as God | 
ire (Þimſelfe makerh all men, and all | 
inc [{hings faire that are faire, for the fons | 
1ar [of men,and therefore muſt needs be ins | 
he [Enitly fairer then all ; for it is a true 
ground in Philoſophie thar that thing | 
tor whoſe ſake an other thing is thus 
qualified or ſuchand ſuch, muſt needs 
|Þe moreſuch, and more ſo qualified, | 
[[ſo as that we may truely ſay of Chriſt 

that ſweetſt roſe of Sharon, thar hee is 

1. | [fot onely faircr then all men bur even 

Beauty it ſclfe. | 

II. As man lo he is moſt faire, firſt 
(. | [1a regard of his ſoule, Col. 2. 9. for #n 
him dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the God- 
head bodily, ſo that needs he muſt bee 
* void of ſinne and full of grace and 
therefore all faire. 

III. Chriſt is fairer then all the ſons 
of men in reſpeR of the exact beauti- 
tulneſle and comly lincaments _—_ 
. O- 


_ 
= 


5 
jw) 


— ww 


x Durand, 
Kat. Div. 
offic. I. 6. 
f. 106, 


—w— 


o Fe 


Lhe excellency of Chit, 


body, whether wee looke upon it as it 
was in the ſtate of humzliation, or as 
1 now is 1nthe ſtate of exaltation. 
Firſt inthe ſtate of humiliation : forall 
 deformtties of the body proccede ori- 
| ginally from enormities ofthe ſoule, & 
therefore Chriſt being exemped from | 
the one,muſt needs be far roo from the 
| other, as in his minde ſo in his body, 
whoſe glorious & moſt excellent beau- 
| try even? Lentulus a Roma inhus Epiſtle 
y —_ to Tiberius the Romane Emperony de- 
nal. Sexa- | [Cribeth afcer his manner; that hee was 
q forum F9-| a man good!y to behold, having a re- 
| /enr.x.l.x | YereDt countenance, his ſtarure ſome 
c. 109.34.| What tall; his hate after the colour 
Caſſereus | of the: ripe hazelnut, from his cares 
I og. part. | downeward ſomewhat curled, parting 
4. Conſid. | jt ſelfe in the middeſt of the head, and | 
4; waving with the winde, after the man- 
ner of the Nazarites; his face without 
| wrincle mixed with moderate red ; his 
| beard ſomewhat copious, tender, and 
|dividedatthechin ; his eyes gray,vari- 
ous 8& cleere; but what need we goe ſo 
| farreastoalledge the Roman writers, 
having a farre more ample and _ 
| Ce 


——_— ———— £ —_— 
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odd 
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vw ww 1 jj horas 


j— 


—_ 


or the Roſe of Sharow. 

deſcription of Chrifts moſt admirable 
beauty nearer home,even in this ſame 
ſweeteſt love-Song,; out of which my 
text is taken, the words are theſe. My 
beloved is white and ruddy ,; the chiefeſt 
among ten thoaſand ; hu head « as the 
moſt fine gold , his locks aye buſhie and 
blacke 4s areven ; his ties are as the cies 
of doves by the river of water waſhed 
wth milke, and fitly ſet ; ha cheekes are 


lips like Lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling 
myrrhe ; his hands are 48 y_——_ ſet 
with the Beryll ; his belly i as brie 
Juory overlaid with ſaphires ; his legs axe 
as pillars of marble Gr pon ſockets of 
fine gold, hi countenance © «s Lebanon, 
excellent as the Cedars ; his mouth « moſt 
ſweet, yea he is altogether lovely. This is 
my belyved,and this is my friend O daugh- 
rers of Teruſalem. Now 1 am not igno- 
rant of that ſenſe which ſome pur up- 


[ontheſe words, underſtanding them 


alcogether of Chriſts ſpiricuall and in- 
ward beauty, and I doe willingly aſ- 
ſent unto themin this, that that faire- 
nefſe is * chiefly meant: But yet T hope 


: = 


444 bed of ſpices; as ſweet flowers z his 


7 ht | 


7 


it- in the 


firſt ler or |/ 


impedime:, 


that keeps} 


men from 
Chriſt, 
where this 
whole dc- 
ſcription is 
largely 
»pened, 
Scie.12, 


"| 
I And M 


fore I doe |; 
ſo expound | 


Jem——_ 
_ — — 


ho —_ ——— _—_ 


a Totus ipſe 
& In knt- 
T ooſum dc 


deſiderabils. 


| T om in ve; 


| IJ. F 
| SoChnyſ'm 
HESZELE 


| 77, & | hroughout and wholly lovely faith 


| |converted, being moſt expert in the 


__ 


The excelency of Chriſt, 
[ ſhallbe ſuffered to extend £be large- 
nefle of ſo rape ap,exprefion to his 
 bodyalſo inſeme ſort, even fo farre 
torthas toconeceive that his body alfo 
muſt needs be paſhng faire, as well 
as his ſoule, even by vertue of this de- 
ſcription, which his faire Spouſe en 4s 
with this Epiphonema ; or ſententious 
cloſe: Hee ts altogether lovely , or 
throughoutand wholly lovely, or de- 
letable,: forſomuch the * original 
doth more fignificantly import; he is 


ſhe, whereuponit followeth neceſlart- 
ly,that his bodymuſt be ſo lovely too: 

or elſe it cannot be ſaid that he 15 
wholly lovely, and throughour dele-| 
dable ; and hence it is,as I conceive, 
| that Tremellizs who hath been a Jew 


holy language dogh-undesltand many | 
paſlages in this deſcription Jiterally, | 
and not he only, but others alſo, who 
yetim many things are very wylticall. 
| If itbe objected that in Eſa. $3.2,3- | 
heis ſaid to have neither forme, vor 
beauty. 


IHC” I 


— 


G 
| chatthe Prophet ſpeaks ſo of Chriſt, 


| him forth, and uttered theſe words : 


| noted before out of the 45. Pſal. 2. 


on 'which words one of the 9 ancient 


| crofſe, faire tn his very grave. 


| thing bur lightening and thundering 


=. ——_—__ 


or #be Roſe of Sharon. 


I anſwer farſt with Saint Hierome, 


"as he was abaſed and abuſed upon the 
crofle,and before, when P:lat breught 


Ecce homo, Behold a man ; and Iadde, 
that in regard of fome he is ſaid to 


could not, nor would not ſee any ſuch 
beauty in him; for otherwiſe the god- 
ly ſeecomlinefle cnough in him, as I 


Thow art fairer then the children of men, 


paraphraſts moſt ſweetly : ts 4% who 
beleeve, the heavenly bridegroome ſeems 
to be every way moſt faire ; faire in hea- 
ven, faire en earth, faire in the wombe, 
farre in his mothers armes, faire in his 
miracles, faire in his ſtripes,faire npon his 


2. Burteſpecially in the ſtate of Zx- 
4tation,his body muſt needs be fairer 
then thc ſons of men : for if the face of 
Moſes did ſhine fo, after he had been 
with God upon the mount, where no- 


have no forme, becauſe they then | 


b Tbeodorer, 
In texte 


Cc Hieron, 
Epiſl ad | 
Pi3:cp, 


| 


d Augiin ” 


C- 2 was 
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20 | The excelency of Chriſt, 


ms 


wasto be expected, how muſt needs 
[che precious body of the ſon of God | 
now ſhine with incomprehenfible 
ſplendor, being next to Gods owne 
right hand in that holy hill above, 
where there is nothing but light ; and 
blifle,brightneſſe, and blefledneſle ro 
be enjoyed forever and ever.See Phil. 
3.20, How therefore that holy and 
| blefled Apoftle cals his body « glori- 

+ TS opal: | 0us body, * or, a body of his glory, which 
964% 1is more; according tothe originall, as 
if he ſhould ſay, a body all full, or 
made of glory ; and of his glory, 
which is the glory of the only begot- 
ren ſon of God, whoſe bright. ſhining 
Deity doth fo illuſtrate, clarifie, and 
glorifie all his body, as that every part 
and memberof it muſt needs be infi- 
nitely more reſplendent and bright 
chen that of the ſun, which yer is farre | | 
more gliſtering and glorious then the 
burniſhed gold of Ophir ; And there- 
tore,O my ſoule,doe thouelevate and 
lifrup thy ſelfe above thy ſelfe, and 
conſider this raviſhing and tranſcen- 
{dent beauty of thy moſt deare and 
glorious 


— 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


glorious Saviour, ſo as that no crca- 


ture under the ſan may be fairer and| 


dearer in thine eies then he, who 1s 
fairer then all. | 


'2. Thisinformes us of Chrifts uſe-: 
| fulnefſe. Secing heccompares himſelte 


to A Roſe, which how uſetull and me- 
dicinall it is all men know in ſome 
ſort , but Phyficians, and ſuch as have 
aty skill in herbs know it in an eſpeci- 
all manner. There is ſcarce any herb 
or flower to be named, which forits 


verrue and uſefulnefſe.. goes beyond| 


it. Now Chriſt is like it, as he ſaith 
himſelfe, yea tranſcendently more 
medicinall and uſefull then it : For he 
can heale all our inward and outward, 
ſpirituall and corporall diſeaſes, Pſal. 
103. when Roſes though never ſo 
faire and good, yet cannot cure ſo 
muchas one fin, which isa moſt dan- 
gerous ganyrene and leprofie of the 
poore ſoule. And therefore O that 
che beſotted ſoules of men were but 
ſenſible of ſogreat a worth and ineſti- 
mabke good, as isto be had in ſopreci- 
ous a Role, as Jeſus Chriſt is, blefled 
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The ſecond 
thing, 


Pere. Andr. | 
Matth l.t. | 
Diſc C112. 
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| rable, ſeeing hecomparerh himſelte 


| ;chaniell was toſee him; and Lmkv. rg. 4. 


ry. And therefore, "Othat men were 


The excellency of Cbrifs. | 


for ever ! and 6 that they did burj 
weighit, and firmely beleeveic ; for| 
then they could not, nor would neg- 
let ſo great ſalvation. 
3. And muſt not Chriſt be very de- 


to a Roſe(which isas deſirable aflower 
as any )both for her faireneſſe,and ufe- 
tulnefſe formerly mentioned. See 
Iohs 1.47. how defi: ons therefore Na- 


how Zachems climbed upon atree to 
looke downeuponhim rthar was high- 
erthen the heavens , and it was the 
chiefeft of Saint Auſtines three wiſhes, 
that he might have ſeen Chrift in the 


fleſh, whom he'now beholdeth in glo- 


but wiſe,and had eyes to ſee,andeares 
to heare!for then would they reſort, 
and flocke from all parts to /eſws 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon, to heare his 
voice with gladneffe, and to ſee his 
fairenefſe,and to taſte of his goodnes; 
yea then would they out of fome cx- 
perience doubtlefle fay with histaire | 
ſpouſe, Cam.5.16, His month is moſt | 
| ſweet, 


__ % 


ro _ OA T —_— 5 
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ſweet, 
rable. 


SECT. 3. 


Satisfat#ion for the Conſciences of 
Chtiſts people. 


'# His fiire flower, and moſt 

uſefull point is good for the 
conſcience two wayes. 

1. Itwill ſerve to ſatisfie the Con- 

| ſcitace of thoſe men whowould faine. 


For they may' know it now by ſuch 
marks and fignes as may be derived 
froth this preſent compariſon ; our 
Saviour 

3 ; | 
I. Thofe that are inhabited by Je- 
ſus Chrift, may know it by the might:- 
neſse of his phrgitig Yertwe. If one take 
but fading Damask-Roſes conſerved, 
they wilt purge and cleanfe'the body, 
yon khow ; much more doth Chriſt 
C 4 the 


ea he 15 altogether lovely * or defi- | 


know whether Chriſt is in thets or no - | 


yott ſee aflimilates and re-| 
ſerbles himſelfeto 4 roſe , and there-| 


BWhichis 
alſo a part 
of _— 
derſtandinp 
| rind 
104 79.4.1, 
| x. I his 

| ſerves to 

| (atisfie the 
| conſcience, 


' 1. Marke. 
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24 
' * [che ſoule, that moſt medicinall Roſe 


[you, that when we affirmethat Chriſt 


| crucified the fleſh with the affettions and 
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The excellency of Chri ft, 


of Sharon, whoſe words falling from 
him like leaves of Roſes, and being 
taken inwardly,did once ſo purifie his 
beft beloved diſciple, as thatnothing 
in this whole world could make them 
cleaner ; for ſo ſaith Chriſt himſelfe, 
lohn 15.3. Now ye are cleane through the 
word which Thave ſpoken unto you; and 
hence is that Apoftolicall concluſion, 
Gal.5.24. And they that are Chriſts have 
luſts thereof. | | 
m not what here will be ab- 
jected by aſcrupulous Chriſtian, ſay- 
ing, Then I feare that I am none of 
Chriſts, becauſe I am not able to ſay 
ſo, thatI am thus cleanſed, and thar I 
have thus crucified the fleſh ; for as} 
much as I am ſo peftered ftill with 
abundance of filthy and corrupt hu- 
mors, which ſeem even to fill up my 
poore ſoule, yea and breake out now 
and then in my life and converſation 
ta my confufion, | 
For Anſwer, whereuntoI muſttell 


doth 


or the Roſe of Sharow. | w4 | 
'dath purge our fin, and that they that | 
are Chrifts have crucified the fleſh, 
| We myft not be ſo underftood; as if; 0 .. 
 Chrift did take ayay ſin quite, apd that { 
they that are his, are without ſin; No, | 1 Tobn 1. 8: 
' for if we ſay we havenoſin, weaeceive | 
our ſelves,andihe truth w not in w,ſaith 
S.John, and he. that thinketh he/lwveth 
without ſin,doth ngt avoid ſin,but rather 
excludes all pardon, faith S. Auſtin;and | 
you know your ſelves how between | 
the very rocks ſome weeds do nfually | 
grow and ſpring up, which may teach i 4g 1 £4. 
us, that though:a man be inthe rocke 59 de Civ. 
Chriſt, andChriftin him, yetſome| ® | 
weeds of fin may illbe ſeen1n his lite | 
and converſation, as Paw teſtifies of 
himſelfe, that even inthe eſtate of his 
regeneration, 5S:n did dwel in him, Row. 
7. 20. f-.; 
In what ſenſe then is a man in weft. 
Chrift ſaid to be purged from ſin, avd, 
to have crucified fin ? 29 | 
 Tanſwer, firft, when Sin is reſiſted; Anſtv. 
Gal. 5.17. For the fleſh Inſteth againſt the 0 | 
ſpirit,and the [pirit againſt the fleſh, and 
lah are contrary the one to the gather. 
Not 


POTS PREY 


A VE—_— Ty 


| The excellmny of Chriſt, 
Not to ſin,is ro ſtir againſt , aiid reſiſt 
fin,andſ6 ro ſtady to be pure. 

"2. When Si# 1s Bated , Roms 7: 15. 
Pſal.119. 104. like an enemy, who'tfiva- 
ding a people that deſites tolive quiet 
and unmoleſted,is detefted of all the 
- | countrey. 

_ 3. Whenitis n8t aſud!ly practifed,as 
1tis written, Whoſocver is borne of God, 
doth apt commit ſin, that is,he doth not 
make a trade, or aſuall-prafiiſe'of fin, 
as learned Interpreters expound that 
hardand difficalt fentenice ; and the | 
reaſon of it is, becanſe his ſreetremai- 
weth in him, faith the Apoftle there; 
that is, ' the word of promiſe, as fome 
fay,or the ® principledf externdll perſt- 
verance,orthe" ſpirit of Chrift,as othet's 
take it, becaufe Chriſt himſelfe hath 
ſaid, that he ſhall abide with us, and in 
".- |, and that for ever, lohn 14. 16,17. 
$o as that ſir! canthior poſſibly live nor 
enthrone it ſelte there, where he is 
thus refident;but rather muſt be wea- 
kened, and die, anddecay more arid 
more, and beconfe unable ro doe the 
hart which ir-did! once in himinthe 
} | Rare 


A ny 


—— 


| or the Roſe of Sharoms. 


ſtare of unregeneracy,. and doth till 
in others, who are yet en{lavedbyir. | 
* Saint Cyprian compares {inand Satan 
with his angels in this reſpect moſt 
aptly to ſcorpions and ſerpents, who 
being precipitated intothe water, can 
dove no hure there; for ſothey can doe 
no: damage, neither much leſfe de- 
{troy ſuch as are regenerated by the 
Spirit of God, who is liketo the wa- 
ter;and remaineth in the-regenerate, | 
that fach ſcorpions or ſerpents may | 
not prove hburtfult nor deadly unto 
them, nor have dominion overthem. 
9. But here it may be'you will| 
reply, that though you may eafily 
know you doe not live in the uſuall 
and outward practiſe of any ſin, yer 
you know not what to make or to 
thinke of imward finfull motions, whe- 
ther you doe not inwardly practiſe 
one f1n or other , for many ſuch-moti- 
ons, becauſe they doe not breakeour, 
bur both ariſe and die within, can 
hardly bee diſcerned, when chey 
reyaile, and when not : how ſhallone 
now ſay you, that ſuch inward eyill | 

' motions 


© —- —- eli 


— 
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though they doe not manifeſt them- 
ſelves in ourlives without us ? 

For 4»ſwer, whereuntoI muſt tell 
you in the firft place, that moſt cer- 
tainly this caſe which here is propoun- 
ded is very difficult ; and thereforcT 
deſire the all wiſe, and all-gracious 

God fo to enlighten my minde with 
th: rayes and beames of his holy Spi- 
rit,as that I may be able to reſolve you 
as L ought.according to the rule of his 
holy and heavenly oracles, and ever- 

blefled word of truth. 

| 2. I muſt and will diſtinguiſh be- 
tween thoughts flying,and ſtaying gm- 
manent , and tranſient, che one, that is, 
tranſient or flying. We ſhall never be 


fully co reſolve our ſelves, whether or 
when-we doe prevaile-againft them ; 
for of ſuch it may be truly ſaid, hs 
Can wpderſtand his errors, Pſal. 19.12. If 
we firſt miſlike them in generall ; 1o 
as that, they be not dileita peccate, or 
 belevid fins, thoughthey be our Dels- 
e,or anavoydabletaults. 2. And ons 

01 all 


motions. doe not prevaile within , | 


able ſoto know,as that we ſhall be able | 


—— — — _ 
4 ad .” 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 


all pray God to pardon them; ſaying 
with holy David, Pſal.tg.r2. cleanſe 
thou me y fx my ſecret ſins ; then muſt 
wereſt therewith contented, 'and'ſa- 
tiſfied, as Pawlin the like caſe, whom 
:the Lord, npon his earneſt ſute for hits 
freedome and exemption from the: 
pricke in the fleſh, gave no other an- 
ſwer but this, Aſy grace # ſufficient for 
thee,2Cor.12.9. 

2. But whether the other: ſort of 
thoughts, and inward cvill motions, 
which we call immanenr and ftaying |: 
for ſome time; doe prevaile, or not| . 
againft us, that we may know by theſe 
enſuing evidences. - YT 09 | 

1. When we doe yt regard them, | 1.Evidency 
while they ſtay with us, according to | 
holy Davids moſt gracious ſpeech, 
Pſal.66. 18. If 1 regard iniquity in my | 
heart ; that' is, when we'doe not ho- 
| nour them.: forſo' much rhe originall 
doth import, bat fleight and'vilifie or 
deſpiſe them, like a ſtranger that in- 
trudes npon us ; and therefore is not! 
eſteemed, inor made muchof, but ra-| . 
ther co be farther off "4 
| 2 When) 


{ 


2.Immang | 
thoughts. | 


| 


ZO 


Evidence, 


d Prov. 4. 


23s 
here the 
> AT 
hat Is, 
cepthy 
zeart with 
| obfer- 
ation, no- 
ng thy 
zoughts,as 
were, 
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Note, 


| 18. 14.4.7. | 


motion may make a longer ſtay ina 
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2. Whenwetake »o ſuch delight in 
them, as Non-beleevers doe in many, 
ofthem ; and as one that looketh on a, 
woman with delecation, lufting afcer 
herin his heart, Mar. 5.28. for ſo much 
the ſame orjginall word implyeth. _ 
3- When they leave us upon ſuch | 
 tearmes as theſe , or after this Man. | 
ner. 

1. After they be eſþied and ? xoted, 
likeathlvefe, that flieth when he per- 
ceiveth that he is diſcovered aud ta- | 
ken notice of when he comes to ſtealc. | - 

2. Orafter they have been migh- | 
tily oppoſed, and truggled witkall by | 
the force of faith, x Pe1.5.9. applying | 
the word of promiſe, aud by the| 


mighty power of prayer, #pþ.6. 12,25 
Where note by the way, that a finfull 


man inhabited by*Chrift, ghen ineo 
other, whois poſſefled and beſluved of 
the devill, becauſe it meets with 
more oppoſition ; whereas the devils, 
vaſlals, whether they be hypocrices or | . 


prophane Efauites , yeeld quickly t6 
* ſundry} 


«ht 
WO 


YT o_ 


\ or #he\Reſe of Sharon. 
ſundry pleaſiog and profitable mori- 
ONS "ark Boybe neverioting and 
entertainethem, thoughthey-breake | 
| Not out forthe preſent, whereupon it 
comesto paſle that Satan leaves them | 
ſeeing themſecrerly to give way even 

to: his firſt motions : So as that he 
| needs not to prefſe them more, as he 
[is forced to urge, and often to affaulr 
and to reaſſautt the beleeving ſoule, |. 
wherein Chriſt dwels, EZpheſc3. 17.| 
Like a Generall,orwar-makingKing, 
who will tarry longeſt where he'is re- 
\fifked moſt : And leave that place 
_| ſooneſt, where he is leaft oppoſed, be. ' 
cauſe he ſeeth thathe needs not much 
to infeft or batter that fort which 
yeelds and furrenders itfelfeuponthis 
very firſt fammons, without any great 
| deliberation or reluQtancy. . 
2. It youreplie, it ſhould ſeeme 
|then chat ſuch as are withour Chriſt, 
may and doe make ſome reſiſtance 
too ſometimes againſt evill motions. 
I Anſwer yes, by vertue of that 
| [power of the ſoule, which by the lear- 

_ called*oulipnzrs; butir isſoweak, CR 

as: 


wy 
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vidence 
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|asthatircannot laft long, but is and 


muſt needsbe vanquiſhed quickly,be- 
cauſe Satan who uſually ſuggeſts and 
followethevill motions moſt violent- 
ly,is ſtronger then that naturall power 
of Conſcience ; and therefore they 
a e ſaid to be overcame for. all this 2 
Pet.2.19.4nd to be led captive by the de. 

- 3. When they zelingutſp as, after 
thas have been none 
and well checkt.for their over-bold 


Rogues and vagabouds who are taken 


— 


vill at his will, 2 Tim.2.2Gir, + 


obtruſion and ſtealing in upon us, like| 


up, and well whipt for their comming 
intoa well governed Towne or City. 
See P[al.42. 11. how David there cor- 
res. his turbulent thoughts, and 
finds fault with his owne ſoule for ler- 


Seule, why art thou ſo diſquicted within 
me ?.or why makeft thonſuch a worſe, 
or artſo loud, raiſing thoughtsas loud 
and boiſterous as the waves of the ſea, 
when it is temnpeſtuous. 

4. When the Conſcience is calme, 


ting them paſſe freely ; ſaying, 0 my| 


quiet and cheerfull, or well comforted 


E : after| 


= IE" 
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me 


after they be gone. Like a countrey, 
| that having been much infeſted by a vo! 
forraine enemy, finds itſelfe on a ſud- | 
. | den delivered from ſuch a hoſtile in- 
vaſion. See Pſal.42. 11. how Davids 
heart at laſt did even dance, as it were 
| for joy after that refiftance which he 
.| made againſt the commotions and 
boiſterous.;;-r2ghts of his troubled | 
and perplexed foule ; ſaying, Hope thou 
in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him,who i the 
health of my countenance,and my God. 
., But may not an incredulous | 2p. 
erſon find his heart quier too when | 
evillthoughts are paſt away ? 
I anſwer, yes,but then there is much | $9/. 
difference, and diſcrepancie between 1 
the calmnefle of that happy ſoule =; 
which Chriſt inhabiteth, and that F 
which he inhabiteth nor. 
9. Whardifterence ? neſt. | | 
Anſwer x. The one, Imeane the | Solur, | | 
unbeleeving, may be quiet not know: | *-dittcrence} | 
ing wherefore ; but rhe other he can 
tell,if he be asked, that it is upon his 
manly refiftance;; and oppolitiou, 


-| which he made againſt fintull mort. 
D ous, | E | 


——_ 
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ons, of which his owne conſcience 
beares him witneſſe , that he did nei- 
ther love them nor like them, Pſal. 
c19.104.as the unbeleever doth, who 
finds much * ſweetneſfle in them. 
W hereupon it followeth that the qui- 
etneſle of the former, or the one, is 


but carnal ſecuritie, and the calmnes | 


the other, gracious and grounded Tran- 
quillity. | 

2, Theunbeleeving may be quiet, 
becauſe other thoughts concerning 
his temporall affaires, and imploy- 
ments may interrupt evill motions, 
and take up his mind in ſuch a man- 
ner as that he cannot rhinke upon the 
zHlnes,and danger of ſuch motions,and 
ſoconſequently neither is, nor can be 
troubled about them; bur that bleſſed 


ſoule, which Chriſt lnhabits , 15nortſo || 


wholly pcſicfſed and drawne away 
with che cares and thoughts of this 


[life ; butthatir refles withall upon 


the inordinateneſfle of ſuch evill mo- 
tions,as make ſome ſtay inthe minde; 


potwithſtanding is well comtor- 


ted in God, who did ſend it. a 
moſt 


_— Rd —_——_— Ce 
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moſt. happie deliverance. See Rom. 
; 7 OL | 

$5. We may know that we doe pre- 
vaile againſt ſuchevill motions, when, 
being tried and provoked afterward, 
wecan ſtand out like a Rocke unmova- 
ble, and impenetrable, and doe not as 
we would do, it it were not for Chriſts 
dwelling in usby his holy and blefſed 
Spirit, Gal.5.17. wherein ſuch graci- 
ous ſoules mainly differ from all un- 
beleeving perſons,who being without 
Chrift, though they may keepin, and 
ſeeme to have overcome their evill 
motions, yet will be ever ready to dil- 
cover themſelves in time of tryall, 
and provocation , for they are but like 
Leopards chained and kept in a den, 
| who being let looſe, and meetiug 
witha prey, will manifeft the cruelty 
| of their natures forthwith. See Jer. 13. 

23. So as that thereby we may cafily 

conceive how ficly alſo, even then, 
when they doe nor breake our, they 
| are reſembled to an 0vez heated by the 
Baker, Hoſ. 7.4. that is,the devill,who 


Is the baker that hears their hearts; 


D 2 ſo 


5.Evidence| | 


[. 
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| | 36 | The excellency of Chriſ}, _ 
.v Oas that, like an oven ſtopped, they 
_ areſomuch the hotter within ; their 
hearts doc eyen burne with envy or: 
pride,ard wrath,andluſt and the love 
of money. 1 
| & Eviecce, | 6. VVe may underſtand that evill] 
motions reigne not int us, though they 
rage when we doe lament them after 
we have been foiled and vanquiſhed 
by them at any time, giving way: to 
them, and taking pleaſure in any of 
chem -againſt the ſtudy, bent, ard 
purpoſe of our hearts : Like Tamar, 
who though ſhe had loft her virginity, 
being forced by her brother Ammon ; 
but ſecretly and cloſely in a cloſe 
roome ; yet did afterward 'moſt la- 
mentably bewaile and hemoane the 
ſame. See Rom.7.23,24.how the Apo- 
ſtle himſelte, who being forced, like 
»Sam.u2. | Tamar, and brought into Captivity to 
i the Lew of Sz, by fin dwelling in him, 
and prevailing now and then againft 
himin his mind and ſoule,did bemoan. 
himſelfe, ſaying ; 0 wretched may tha, 
Tam, who ſhall deliver me from the body , | 
of this death ? and how he did prevaile | 


for 


— R@C&——— 
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for all this, and was reſpeCtively deli 

| |vered, as he.implyeth in the words 
following : 1 thanke God throuzh eſws 

Chriſt our Lord. So then with the 
| | | mind ; that is, the part regenerate,l 
| | , myſelfe ſerve the. Law of God, but 
with the fleſh; that is,the part unrege- 
nerate,the Lay of Sin. 

2. Thoſe that have Chriſt in their | ; 1aute 
hearts truly, may know it by the very | general, 
ſmell and ſweereſt frazrancy,which he 
ſends forth out of the heart into every 
partand member of the body. So as 
that their (o»g/ts muſt needs even | x, aki 
ſmell as it were of Chriſt, moſt ſweet- 
ly,and their words likewiſe, and workes 
muſt be moſt pleaſant, gracious, and 7 
ſavoury : For it there be but corrupti- | 
ble and withering roſes in a cloſe | 
roome, you; know how ſweetly and 
| | [ſtrongly all chat roome doth ſmellof 
roſes;how much more muſt rhe hearts 
and the livesof thoſe be moſt ſweet, | (.g;mma 
jand fragrant , who have and car. | js, /a« 
jy withinthem the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ry 
Ora pi ny ny" roſe of Shares, | tara Eccleſia 
whoſe ' ggrments ſmell all of Myrrh and| 0. | 
| : Js 3 , Alves, as: | 
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fire would not touch him, did at laſt 


(the Merchants ? Marke, Who i this] 


The excellency of Chriſt, | 


Aloes,and Caſſia, Pſal.45.8. VVhen Po- 
lycarpus was to be ſacrificed unto the 
Lord by fire, by the hands of his} 
moſt bloudy perſecutors ( who not 
beeing able to burne him, becauſe the| 


kill him with the ſword, as he was 
ſtanding in the midſt of the fire, all 
reſplendent * like ſhining burniſht 
gold) his body did ſend forth fuchan 
odoriferous aud ſweet favour, asthey| 
of Smyrna record'it in an Fpiſtle of 
theirs,as if it had been perfumed with 
incenſe, or ſome other fragrant and} 
aromaticall Efſence. Now though 
every other ordinary Chriſtians body 
doe not yeeld fucha miraculous odor, 
yet you may read as much in effec of 
a moſt gracious perfume, which the} 
precious ſoules of all-Chrifts belee-} 
ving member*, his myſticall Spouſe, 
doe ſend forth in a moſt ſweet and 
pleaſant manner, Carr. 3.6. Whos this 
that commeth out of the wilaerneſſe, like 
pillars of ſmoake, perfumed with myrrhe 
and frankincenſe, with all the powders of 


faith | 


— 
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[faith Chriſt, the ccoeleftiall ' bride- 
groome of his faire Spouſe, the 
Church, and her members, That com- 
meth out of the wilderneſſe) that is, 
out of this world, which is like awil- 
dernefle.) Like pillars of ſmoake] that 
is, having an aſpiring and aſcending 
mind. Perfumed with myrrhe and fran- 
kincenſe, and with all the powders of the 
Marchant|thatis, being perfumed,and 
ſweetned with all the moſt fragrant 
and ſweet ſmelling graces of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, who being the Merchant 
here ſpoken of, doth ſoperfume and 
grace the ſame. 
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| arming that ſuch as are unbeleevers, are 
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| | The excelency of Chriſt, 
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Convittion for ſuch a1 want Chriſt. 


2, His point may ſerve to con- 
vince the Conſciences of all car- 
nall, civi!l, and hypocriticall men and 
women, that Chriſt is notin them: For 
Chrift is ike a #oſe, whereſoever heis, 
yeclding a moſt ſweet and fragrant 
{ent ; bur they doe even ſt;zke by rea- 
ſon of their abominable thoughts, 
words, and deeds ; Like the ſnuffe of 
ay Exrintt candle,as rhe Apoſtle doth 
moſtaptly deſcribe them, Tz#. 1.1 5.at- 


4'ſo abominatle, or execrable, odious, 
and ftinting-perſons, as the * originall 
plainly ſhewerth. ' Say therefore , or 
clinke what you will of your eſtates, 
you that are fo bad; I muſt needs tell 
youto your faces, that Chriſt is notin 
you: Forit Chriſt did inhabit in you, 
your thoughts, words, and workes, 
would be as ſweet and ſavoryas Chriſt 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. © 


is, that moſt ſweet and fragrant »oſe of 


Sharon, but now thy words and works, | 


O thou prophane Eſauite, are de- 
teftable; and though thou hypocrite, 
and civill honeſt man make a faire 
ſhew without, and profefle much, yer 
are thy very inward parts, reſerved 
imaginations, and cloſeſt thoughts 
molt execrable;for they ſmell altoge- 
ther and ftinke of helliſh pride, and 
devilliſh envy , of filthy luſts, and 
dunghill covetouſnefle , and there- 
fore who will beleeve any of you, that 
Chriſt that isin you? you yourſelves 


will never beleevea man , though he 


ſhould ſweare that there are roſes in 
his cloſet or cheft, if when he openeth 
it,you ſmell in ſtead of roſes nothing 
but dung and ſtinking carrion. Now 
this is juſt your caſe, O ye carnall, ci- 
vill and hypocriticall men and wo- 
men ; you may thinke or ſay Chriſt is 
in you, and ſoconſequently, rhat you 
have ſaving faith in Chriſt ; bur when 
you doe but open your mouthes, and 
diſcloſe your thoughts,unlocking the 
cheſts and cloſets of your hearts, by 
your 
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our deeds, then we can ſmell no- 
ching but the ill ayour of boafting, or 
lying, or rayling, or curfing, or ban- 
ning, or ſwearing, or coveting, orlu- 
ſting, or ryoting, which ſtinks worſe 
then any dung : And when you keep 
in ſuch tuffe, and doe not breake our, 
then your evill thoughts doe ſtinke 
within you ; Like the dead corps of 


| Lazarus in the grave, lohn 1.39. SO 


that you ſhall never make me beleeve 


{that Chrift is in you, though you 
| ſhould even ſweare by your faith, as | 


ſome doe, who even thereby teftific 
ro the world that they have none at 
all, being ſo free and prodigall, as to 
ſweare away even that faith which 
they ſay or thinke they have. 

| Andthereforebe convinced of it, 
all you that are thus abominable, and 
fay no more, that Chriſt isin you, and 
that you have ſaving faith in Chrift, 
ſeeing. you cannot make good what 


| you fay, and ſo conſequently neither 


are nor can be credited or beleeved, | 

what ever ye ſay and proteſt of it. 

WW hat doth it profit , my brethren ſaid 
; Saint | 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


Saint [ames once, though aman ſay he 
hath faith,and hath no works, can faith, 
that 1s, ſucha verball faith ſave him ? 
And ſo fay I, what doth it profit you, 
though you ſay that Chrift is in you, 
when as the Savſour of your thoughts 
words,and works is ſoill, and the pur. 
ple ſpots of your fouleſt fins and enor- 
mitiesſo many? Can your ſaying ſave 
you ? or bind others to beleeve you 
though you ſay it 2 No, No. 
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SECT. 5. 


Matter of feare for ſuch as rejet 
Chriſt. 


3. FF» point is uſefull and good 
for mens affed#ions to work up- 
on them. 

And firſt of all, to terrifie thoſe who 
refuſe and rejet the Lord Chrift, 
preferring with thoſe baſe ſpirited 
Gadarens, (Mat.$.32.34.) their Swine 
or {winiſh luſts, and bratiſh deſires and 
filthy fins before him, whereas they 

ſhould 
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3. This 
ſervesto 
work upon| 
mengaftee | 

Qions : 

and 
1.To make 
men feare,| 
| 
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The excellency of Chriſs. 
ſhould rather infinitely defire and 


efteeme him, even abovep-arles and 
diamonds, and rubies, and the burai- 
ſhed gold of Ophir , and the whole 
world, if it were all turned intoone 
intire maſſe and lump'et gold, ſeeing 
he is ſo faire and ſouſctull, and ſode(t> 
[rable, as I ſhewed you, being like a 
roſe, 4 Roſe indeed, outmatching all 
other roſes, tor beantifulveſſe , uſeful- 
neſſe, medicinalneſſe, and deſirableneſſe, 
and ſo conſequently worthy to be 
teſteemed, and tobe preferred before 
all things : Sothatallſuchſordid and 
deteſtable Gadarens amongft us may 
well even tremble and be aſtoniſhed 
at it, that they doe ſo deſpiſe and 
trample under the feet of fo mon- 
trons contempt,the Son of God,that 
' moſt glorious Roſe of Sharon : For 
' what will you ſay another day, you 
that are ſo vile and ſo:baſe, why you 
did not embrace the Lord Jeſus, for- 
Mae: 

going and forſaking all your boſome 
{innes, though never ſo delighttull, 
deare, and deſirable to your corrup- 
 ſtedand depraved natures? Nay, I de- 
| mand 
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| mand againe, What anfwer will you 
returne nnto him whom now you doe 
ſovilifie and lightly eſteem, when he 
ſhall come in the rowling clouds of 
heaven to judge you, and all men elſe 
both quicke and dead ; and ſhall que- 
ftion you, as he did once thoſe ſtiffe- 
necked jJewes,er.2.5. What iniquity or 
|frand, as the originall hath it, could 
you fd in me, that you went ſo farre 
from me, or ſtood at ſuch a d:ftance 
with me,and would rot approach and 
draw neere unto me, but have walked 
after vanity,that is, as the originallin- 
timates, after things of nought, and 
|which did ſoone fade away ; and in 
the which you coald find nothing but 
4-meere emptinefle, and became {o 
wv4ixe your ſelyes,as that you were but 
like ſo many empty caskes, ecchoing, 
and ſounding loud enough , but con- 
raining not ſo much as one drop of 
grace,and goodnefle, as being wholly 
tequeftred and alienated from me, 
whoam the fountaine of goodneſfle, 
Tohn 1.16. What can you ſay then, ſay 
I,for your ſelves, why you did ſo 
ſhame- | 


ww 


| | The excellency of Chr ift, by 


ſhamefally forget your ſelves? will yau 
ſay that Chrift was not defirable, or 
uſefull,or faire enough for you ? then 
my text will ſtop your mouths that 
you ſhall pot be able to juſtiſie nor 
maintaine your ſaying : For therein 
you ſee Chriſt himſelfe reſembles 
himſelfe to a Roſe right faire and 
good, and delirable , ſaying , I am 
the Roſe of Sharon ; ſo as that bg may 
well anſwer you then after this ſorr : 
If I were and had been like a tearing 
bramble, ora nettle which will ſting 
thoſe that touch it, you might have 
had ſome excuſe for your abhorring 
and rejeting of my glorious perſon , 
but now I have made my ſelte other- 
wiſe knowne unto you, T have told you 
that Iam like a roſe, to comfort,and to 
revive, and not to ſting, nor toteare 
thoſe that come unto me; & therefore 
now you have no cloake for your de- 

teſtable and horrible fin of deſpiſing 

me, and negletting ſo great ſalvation, 

See lohn 15. 22. Whereupon ſhall 

tellyou what you may be like to ſay: 

O bedlams, that we. were, when we 
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deſpited | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


deſpiſed and reje&ed 1o glorious a 
Saviour, we fooles then could ſeeno 
beauty in him, nor comlinefle where- 
fore we ſhould defice him, Eſa. 3.2. 
bur now how faire and glorious is his 
body, which there we ſee upon that 
white and glorious throne ; and how 
defirable is his ſacred perſon, which is 
crowned with ſuch Majeſty 2 Oh how 
doth he ſhine now with incomparable 
ſplendor above the brightneſfle of the 
ſun , and oh! howamiable is his coun- 
tenance ; and therefore,oh ! how have 
we wronged our own ſoules, whom we 


have bereaved and deprived "of 1o 
beauritull, blifletull, and delighttull 


|an object, as this moſt glorious and 


ſweeteſt Saviour is, whom now we be- 
hold with moſt birter griete , and un- 
utterable vexation of heart, becauſe 
we have ſo wiliully, diſdaintully, and 
obſtinately withſtood and loſt ſo 
great ſalvation : If now we had time 
and leave to make our choiſe, we 
would prefer this glorious Saviour, 


| whom we have once ſo deſpiſed, be. 


fore tenthouſgpd worlds it there were 
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| Theexcellencyof Chriſt, 
ſo many, and before more then ten 
hundred thouſand pleaſures and 
ſports, aud paſtimes,and carnall oble. 
cations ; but alas we cannot,the time 
of mercy is expired, and the time of 
juſtice, wrath, and vengeance,ſfo much 
ſpoken of by our faithtull paſtors, hath 
appeared,and we muſt gow bejudged, 
and adjudped to the eaſelefle, reme- 
dilefle, endlefle torments and flames 
' |of that infernall pit; andall our plea- 

ſures, profits, hd delights are paſſed 
away from us. Like a ſhadow and a 
poaſt, that haſted by; and there is no- 
thing of all things we ever enjoyed 
and poſſeſſed, that can ſolace and 
comfort us now in that mercilefle 
flame malleterniry;and therefore, O 
that we had never been borne, oh! 
that we had been bur ſo happy as our 
cattell , horſes, oxen, dogs, ſwine, 
beaſts, birds, which died but once,and 
teele no morepaine for ever; whereas 
we muſt be ever dying, and yet ſhall 
everbe living in paine,in woe, and mi- 
ſery. Oh woe, woe, woe untous that 
ever we were borne to ſee this day, 
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| [and rodiethisdeath, andtoliveſuch || 
a life, which will be unto usa perpetu- 
all and eyerkilling deftruction. 
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M atter of ſhame for careleſſe and looſe 
Walkers. 


2. THis may ſerve to ſhame many 

of us, who profeſle our ſelves to 
be Chriſts eſpouſed members;and yet 
are ſo regardlefle of our ſelves many | 
times, and doe fodisfigure, defile and 
ſtaine our ſelves with fuch a number- 
les number of fins and tranſgreſſions, 
{which are the very excrements of 
abuſed and polluted foules, as that 
both at home and abroad we doe even | 
diſgrace our holy profeſſion, and di- 
ſhonour that King of glory, Jeſus} 
Chriſt, our deareſt Savior,who is molt | 
likeunto a Roſe frefh and faire ; and 
rherefore requires a _ fairenes 
of carriage and converfation of all 


thoſe who call themſelves after his 
E  __ name} 


kt. al a. 
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naine, and will be reputed to be his 
myfticall Spouſe, If a poore maid |} 
ſhould be married toa Lord or knight, 
as faire as Abſalom, and as wiſe and 
rich as Solomon , able and willing to 
provide her the richeſt clothes, and 
bracelets, and jewels, as if ſhe were a 
ueene,; and yet ſhe ſhould not carry 
her ſelſe ſomwhat accordingly.neatly || 
land decently at leaſt, nor make fome 
advantage unto her ſelfe of ſo great 
{and gooda husband,according to her 
| degree; but ſhould come before him, 
like a beggar in filthy rags, and all be- 
{{meared,and goe likewiſcabroad thus 
among the people, would not allchat 
know her, cry ſhame on her, that ha- 
ving ſuch an excellent husband, ſhe 
ſhould:diſgrace both him and her ſelt> 
well, if we doe indeed belong ro 
Chriſt,and beleevein Chriſt, then are 
| we eſpouſed unto Chriſt, who is fairer 
chen 46/alom,being the roſe of Sharon, 
and is alſo both able and ready to 
clothe us, even as Saul the Lords 


anointed did clothe the danghters of 
[ſracll in Skarlet ; T meane the skarlet 
robe of his owne righreouſneſſe, and | 
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| | med to come in the glorious preſence 


or the Roſe of Sharon, 


A 


to f nw on even ornaments of gold, 
(of grace) upon our apparell, 2 Sam... 
24.that we may be al gore within, 
Pſal.45.13. and therefore how can I 
chuſe but cry ſhame upon all you that 
are looſe and carelefle profeſlors, who 


happily married, and yet are not aſha- 


of that goodlieft and faireſt bride- 
roome of all bridegroomes, Chriſt 
» with hands and mouthes, and 
hearts all ſoiled, and beſlubbered with 
fia, whichis that abominable and hate- 
full thing, Zſa.1.14. And ſo in like 
manner dare even to goe abroad 
among men of all ſorts, with ſuch 
foule mouths, and filthy hands, and 
polluted hearts, to the great diſho- 
nourof ſo greata king,and the almoſt 
irreparable and irrecoverable dam- 
mage. of your owne ſoules, whom 
hereby you expoſe to his fierce and 
flaming wrath, for the'time preſent ; 
and likewiſe, defraud and diſpoſſefle 


cake your ſelves to be thus richly and 


= 


» Defraud 


your ſelves of all thoſe rareſt andri- 


cheſt comforts, which doe fo happily | 
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and difpcf- | 
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(elves. 
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repleniſh, - and revive the bleſſed| 
hearts of other carefull and gracious 


mance, the word you heare, the pray- 


Chriſtians, who doe alwayes induftri- 
ouſly labour to be faire, even as he is 
faire, and glorions,even as be is glori- 
ous, and pure, as heis pure, 1 1ohn 3.3. 
be aſham<d therefore of your ſelves, 
all you rhatare ſo regardlefle of your 
ſelves, that dare preſume to bring 
eveninto Gods owne houſe and pre- 
ſence ſuch foule and filthy fouls as are 
altogether ſtuffed and ropfull with 
moſt horrible & execrable thoughts ; 
chat embolden your ſelves to lift u 

there ſuch contaminated and defiled 


hands, as baye touched many unclean 


chings bur a little before ; yea, and 
moreover, to open ſuch filthy mouths 
as have exhaled and uttered ſo many 
vaine,impure,and unſeemly ſpeeches, 
when you were even ready to enter 
the Congregation. Afﬀure your 
ſelves, that it you ſhall not henceforth 
labour with all poſſible care to carry 
yourſelves more fairely then hitherto 
you have done; that this very perfor- 
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er you make, will be a meanes evento 
increaſe and to —_— thoſe ftin- 
ging tortures, wherewith the moſt 
jealous, moſt juſt, and righteous God 
will vexe and- plague thoſe foule 
and filthy foules of yours here in this 
preſent life , thongh he doe not caft 
and throw them into hell hereafter, in 
cafe they belong unto him by the ir- 
revocable degree of his eternall pre- 
deftination. 


| SECT. 7. 
Comfort for Gods carefill people. 


$; His point may ſerye to cheare 

upall Gods people, that their 
deare Savionr is thus pleaſed to com- 
pare himſelfe toa Roſe : For as rofes 


to * rejoice the bloud : ſo Chriſt muſt 
needs be very comfortable too, yea 
tranſcendently more. | 


_ r. IfayChrift muſt needs be much 
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areabletocoinfort the very heart, and | 
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tranſcendency, 


more comfortable, refreſhing,and re- 
viving, and that ina twofold reſpe: ' 
For x. as roſes doe * refrefh and 
coole mens bodies in hot diſeaſes*and 
ſweats, andallay the heate : So Chriſt 


isable to allay the burning heate of| 


heli fire, though you ſhould feele it 
ſwcating,as it were, in-your very ſoul, 


as he ſweat bloud himſelfe in the an-} 


guiſhot his ſoule, Luke 22.44. to deli. 
ver us from the horror and-fire of hell, 
and to make us glad. 

2. As roſes doe revive men when 
they are taken with dead palfies : So 
Chriſt will reftore his to lite againe, 


lIoh.6.54. Who ſo eateth my fleſh, and] | 


arinketh my bloud, hath everlaſting life, 
and 1 will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

2.1 afficme that Chriſt is rranſcen- 
dently more comfortable then aroſe. For 
as much as eyery ©* excellency and 

oodnefle which 1sin any creature, is 
is ſtill after a more excellent manner 
in the Creator. GC 

And here' that you may ſee this 
as much as I am 
able to make you ſee. ir, I pray you 
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| - or the Roſe of Sharon, 
take notice of theſe following diſpro- 
portions. | | 

I. Sometimes, I meane in the win- 


'\ter there is not a freſh roſe to be ſeen 


nor to be had inall the fields of <: our 
land,if one would give never ſo much 
for any to ſmell to it z but Chriſt is 
everto be found, and never wanting 
unto thoſe that ſeeke him, neircher 
winter nor ſummer, that is,in adverſ1- 
ty as well as in proſperity,yea, moſt of 
all, and chiefly then, Eſa.43.1,2. and 
therefore how much more comforta- 
ble muſt he needsbe then all roſes ? 
2. And though alſo other corrupti- 
ble roſes may be had and uſed, yet can 


[they not adminiſter comtort unto us 


at all times, even whileſt we have 
them, how ever . ey may exhilarate 


he is alwaies to be found in a time of 
need, ſois he alwaies able to comfort 
us inatime of need, Heb.4.16. 

3- When other roſes doe yet com. 
| fort the heart, alas how cold and weak 
is that comfort, being not able to pe- 
nc trate and reach to the ſoule > For 
6 the 
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the heart at ſome times; but Chriſt as | 
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I .Diſ; pro- 


portion, 


e Ifayour 
land,be- | 
' cauſe about | 
| Carthage 
there are 
freſh roſes | 
all the win- 
ter long, as | 
Pety, Andy, || 
HMatith.in || 
L.1.Dieſe, | 
CL I2oif- 
firmeth it. 


| 


2.Diſpro- 
portion, | 


4 


3.D:ſprc- 


portion, 


the operation of roſes is bur phyficall, 

and not metaphyficall,corporall, and 
not ſpirituall; bur Chrift che roſe of Sba- 
ros comforteth the very foule of a 
man, as you may fee, Pſal.103:3.where 
David communs with his foul,ſaying ; 
Who healeth all thy diſeaſes, mark, all thy 
dſeaſes,0 my ſonle , and in Ef4.66.13. 
where God ( and. ſo confequently 
Chriſt alſo, who is God promiſeth us 
moſt graciouſly,” that he' will comfors 
 |us; 4s ene whom his mather comforteth, 
81 f Le amore | marke, as 4* mother who moſt affe. 
_ _ Ctionately comforteth the very foule | 
'q new ſuperat of her childe, whereas the roſe doth 

{1 44am. | but comfort the body ; and therefore 
99099 | How raviſhing and how great muſt 
needs be that '''comfortableneſſe, 
which 1s inthe Lord Chrift; the com. 
forts of a mother we know are cxcee- 
ding great and (weer, and doe a childe 
| moe good then honey or ſugar. And 
ſuchare Chriſts ; nay,I dare ſayas in- 
finitely greater as himſelfe, being an 
infinite God, is infinitely greater in 
 compatlion then any mother. See 
| Eſ:.49 15.Cana woman ferget her ſuck- 
be | in7 
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or the Reſe of Sharon." | 57 


ing childe, that ſhe (honld not have com- | 
LY paſsion on the ſon of her wombe, yea,they 
way farget,yet will not 1 forget thee. - : 
4. And though roſes do fometimes | 4Dilpro- 
| revivemen, being faint, yet can they | ®9n- 
|not take away the ſting of- death it 
(felt , nor comfart us after death, 
though many doe beftrow the dead 
{ with rofes; but Chriſt can doe both: 
x. He can, nay he hath taken away | 1. 
the fting of death ; as it is written , | 
| 0 dearth 1 wall be thy plague, O grave I | Hoſ13.14. 
wilt be thy deflwndtiqn : repemt ance ſhall bel 
hid from mine eyes , or though comfort 
be new hid from mine eyes , ſaith the 
| * Prophet, for the Hebrew 1s Nocharn, | »7 1, in toc 
| which fignifieth comfort as well asre- 
pentance ; and therefore it is focran- 
| {lated both by Saint Zerowe , and Do- 
| for Luther. And hence it was that 
| Bainham, that bleſſed Martyr,uttered 
|thoſe moſt comfortable words inthe 
| | [| midſt ofthe fire,* ye papiſts,beholdyou | MFore. 
' looke for miracles,aud here you may ſee 4 
| mixacle . for in this fire I feele' uo more 
paine, then if 1 wereinabed of Downe, 
won it & anto me as 4 bed of roſes. —_ 
I | Ee} 
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| Theexcelencyof Chrift, 

he h_ when his legs and armes | 
were balfe burnt. | 

2. Buteſpeciallyafcer death Chriſt 
doth comfort the precious foules of 
his, giving unto them the crowne of | 
life, Rev.2,10. and comforting them 
ll in «Abrahams bolome, Luke 16. 25. 
WE75.4%x, | which isa place of blifſe and everla- 
Ih ng * [ſting wealth, and of 8 unexpeQted de- 
MPiz.2 cr | lights,even heaven it ſelfe. 
re 42707. | 5 Other roſes can doe us'no good 
$5 4pro* (in loffes and reproaches, and in other 
| mW [externallafflictions,though they may 
| comfort our heatts in ſome diſeaſes ; 
bur Chrift can and. doth ſolace his 
then too, as you may read, Ads 5.41. 
|howthe blefled Apottles did even re- 
Joyce, when they were moſt reproach- 
tully uſed, and ſhamefully beaten, be- 
cauſe they were worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
Chriſts name. So Heb.10.34. you may 
note how thoſe beleeving Hebrewes |. 
did cven joyfully endure the ſpoiling of 
their goods, T he like is reported of Paw- 
linw Biſhop of Nola, that having loft 
all, at the taking of No/a, he uttered 


theſe words : Let me not be afflifted 
and. | 


i ad E wen a9 td. i a 


EE II 


| 
It 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 
and vexed,O Lord, for gold or filyer, 


for thouart all in all unto me ;; and of 
the people of | Merindsl,that when they 


 |faw their houſes burnt before their 


eyes, they rejoycedat it greatly, being 
henoured ſo highly, as to ſuffer that 
lofſe for Chriſt his ſake, who inabled 
and cauſed themſo todoe.  . 

Ifany of you that are held to be of 
the number of Gods people ſhall ob- 


comfortableneſſe in Chriſt, :as is ſpo- 
ken of here, 

I anſwer, That ſuch as are held to 
be of the number of Gods people,are 
of twoſorts : | | 

I. Some are Chriftians  (hew : 
2. lome rn ated. - 
 Theformerare ſuchas have a form 
| of godlineſſe, and deny the power 
thereof, loving their pleaſures, ſports, 
lufts, pride, money, triends, or belly 
more then God, 2 T:im.3.4. Now it 
ſome of you be ſuch, then never com- 
plaine or wonder, that you can find no 
ſuch comfortablenefle in Chriſt ; for 
you are dead like the widow, x Tim. 5.6. 

which 


i 


| Civ,Dei, 


jet, that fay you can find no ſuch| 


i Azg.de 


l.r.C.10, 

4 M.Foxe 
in his Acts 
and Mony- 
ments, - 


1, Obie, 


| Anſw, 


1.Chriſtias 


1n ſhcw. 


——_——— om. 


i 4 rene ad — 


 Theexceleng of Chriſt, = 


which wing in pleaſures is dead while 
fhe liweth : and as the * Angell of the 
Church of $ard&: So you have « name 
that you live, being called Profeſſors of 
the Goſpell, but you are dead. Now 


ofa dead corps, and cover it all over 
with roſes ; yet can thatfame take no 


- . [comfort in them, becauſe it felfe is 


| [void of life , So you, what comfort 


can you take in Chriſt , the roſe of 
Sharon, though we dee even fill your 


. -. ſeeing that yoube dead and deſtitute 


weth father. and mother more then him, 
is wot worthy of him , and that he that 
loveth fonne or daughter more then 
him, is not worthy of him, Matt.10.37. 
Whereupon it followeth, that all you 


{who love worſe things then father and 


mother,ſonne or daughter, even baſe 
and filthy luſts, and boſome- finnes, 
re then Chriſt, muſt needs be en- 
rthy alſo of Chrift himſelfe, and fo 
conſequently of the comforts of 


ct tn Ae ts 


—— — — ”* -—O- 
A a 4 _ 


though one ſhould even fill the mouth | 


eares with the preaching of Chriſt, | 


TE CIS” 


ofthe hfe of Chrift;, and that Chriſt | 
himſelte hath ſaid, that whoſdever lo- | 


-—— 


or the Roſe of Shares. 


Chriſt, which he never can or will 
throw away and beftow on ſuch un- 
worthy hypocrites, and ſelte-lovers as 
youare, who have nothing buta meer 
forme and ſhadow of piety without 
any ſubſtance or reality ;and therefore 


my adviſe and counſell is, that you do| 


labour tor the power and life of godli- 
aeſſe, and prefer the love of Chriſt be- 
fore allthings , it you defire to finde 
that comfortablenefle, which is «n 


Chriſt,or clgever look for it. 

2. .As fg&Phriſftians indeed, they 
are of 2, its againe: x. ſome ſome- 
what cafgltelle, 2. others very Care- 


full. 

' 1. Some are ſomewhat careleſſe , 
ſometimesImeane - x.of their ayer, 
wherein they doe not keep a golden 
meane ; and 2.of their apparef, where- 
intheyſhew too much contormityto 


the monftrous faſhions of this world; | 


and:3.of their ſleep, wherein they take 
up roo much time ; and 4.ot their 


morldly. cares, unto which they give | 


roo much way ; and 5.of their compa- 
zy,which they doe not ſo diſtinguiſh, 
| | | as 


| 


——— — 


c 
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2. Chiiltia 


;adeed. 


i. Carelefle 
Chriſtians, 
Ls: 


2, 


G2 


CO7.7.1 Is 


| The excellency of Chriſs, 
as toavoid thoſe which are moſt dan- 
gerous enemies to their poore ſoules; 
and 6.of their duties, which they doe 
not ſo heedtully performe, as they 
ought, daily prayer I meane, and holy 
meditations, and deep humiliations for 
daily fins, and continuall applyings of 


| Chriſt, and the like. Such carelefle 


Chriftians were the Corinthians once, 
as the Apoſtle implyeth , when he 
ſaxh , Behold this ſelfe ſame thing that 
you ſorrowed after a godly ſort what care- 
falneſſe it wrought in you, ſaith he, to 
ſhew that there was none ſuch in them 
before, and that they did not grieve 
ſo betore. Now it ſome of you that 
cannot find ſo much comtortable- | 
nefſe in Chriſt, as was ſpoken of here, . 
be ſuch, then never wonder ar it : for 
what comfort can a man rake in roſes, 
if he willnottake the paines to fetch 
them, orto apply them ; or it he be 
allcep, how can he ſmell them, though 


| | hischambers were full of roſes ? well 


may others that wake, be refreſhed 
with the ſent of them, and take de- 
lightin them; bur he cannot, ſolong 


- As | 


CO Innn_— 


| 
| 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 
as he fleepeth : So you that are fo 


careleſſe, what comfort can ye take or 
findin Chrift, as long as you will not 


| take the paines, todraw what comfort 


you can from Chrift in that carefull 


manner, as you ought ? yea, are in a 


manner aſleep, in that you be ſodrow- 


fie, dead,dull, backward,and carelefle | 


inthe doing of your dutics ; and doe 
ſo ſeldome humble and afflict your 
ſoules for your manifold exorbitan- 
cies, ſlips, failings, and grievous fins. 
God comforterh thoſe that are caſt 
downe, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 7. 6. 
but you are not ſo dejected;and there- 
fore, what wonder is it to heare that 
youare not comforted : So that for 
my part doe not intend to caft away 


{ the precious comforts of Chriſt upon 


you, that are ſo carelefle, preaching 
comfort to Gods people ; tor you are 
not capable of comfort in this caſe, 
and we miniſters wrong both our 
ſelves,and you too, when we doe pro- 
miſcuouſly pronounce, and preach 


comfort to Gods people : For then 
you carelefle ones, perſwading your 
ſelves 


— m—_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


*Tame quod, 
Arvinas ox-| 
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rarns ſenthe 
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IfMoncs. 
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be, doe ſnatch atſuch comforts, and 
apply them, though you doe not feele 
them, nor indeed are then fit for 


them ; and therefore, I muft and will | 


diſtinguiſh between you that are 
carelefle, and thoſe thatare carefull, 
telling you that you for your part, be- 
ing ſo ſecureand undejected, you may 
not, normuſt not looke for any ſenfi- 
ble comforts from Jeſus Chriſt, the 
roſe of Sharon, as lobg as you are, and 


| ſhall be ſo careleſly diſpoſed. 


But ſecondly, as for thoſe that are 
carefull among us of every thing, and 


humble themſelves much continu- 


ally, andare dejected, and yet findor 
teeleno comfort tor the preſent, they 
muſt not therefore be disheartened, 
becauſe that he which ſhould comfort 
them, is farre from them as they con. 


ceive , for they may take comtort in 


this, that either, 

x. They have in times paſt fate 
downe., under. Chrifts . ſhadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 


totheir tafte, that is, that they have | 


raſted 


—— 


The oxcellency of Chriſt, | 
ſelves to be Gods people as you may | 


” Br my yy 4 © =. 4. ne 1 ooo — 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 

rafted of the ſweet comforts of 
Chriſt , wherewith he is wont to-re- 
freſh young beginners, eſpecially in 
their minority\, and in the infancy of 
their converſion, Cant. 2. 3. 

a. Or if they have not yet been 


made partakers of the ſweetcanſola- | wh 


tions that are 'in Chriſt , they may 
comfort themſeclyes in this, that ſuch 
comforts'belong tothemn, and that in 


the * Lord s:good.time theyiſball feele | 


them , as "he who UPON. a great Kop- 
page, nor-being'able to finell roſes, 


may'and ſhall ſmell chem in rime, | | 


when that age is gone. For ſoit 


ts'written, Eſa.54.6,7,8. the Lord hath 


| called thee 4s s woman forſaken,and gric-| (; 


ved in ſpirit ; and a wife of youth when 
thouwaſt forſuken, ſaiththy God : for a 
ſmall moment have 1 forſaken thee , but 
with great. mercies will 1 gather thee. 
In alittle wrath 1 hid my face from thee ; 
but with everlaſting kindueſſe will I have 
merey on thee, ſauh rhe Lord thy Redee- 
mer - Butwhen-ityillbe,that he tels 
us not, butkeepethit tohimlſelte ; and 
thereforeyoumuſt live by faith, yoa 

| F that 


| 3pproachs 


' of Chriſt, 


| P.I52, 


%..1 
* Thar is, 
en you 
ſhall have 
moſt need 
of it;either | 
whenthe 
ſpxicwould | 
faile elſe 
wWithoutir, 
Eſa. $ Fo I6. 3 
Or againſt | 
ome preat 
affligion 
ing, or »y 
Ome great 
encounter 
with the 
world for 
the name 


Goodw.y in 
his returne 
of prayers, 
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The excelency of Chriſt, 
that complaine of the want of 'com- 
fort, and ſtay-upon God, even in the 
want of comfort, as a man,who in'the 
want of bozily ftrength Raycth him} 
ſelte upon a ſtaffe ; torſo fairh God; 
Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyerh the woice of his ſervant, that 
walketh indarkneſſe, and hath no light, 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord,and 
ſtay upon hs God, Eſa. yo. 10.the *-ori- 
ginall is, Tet him /eane upon his God, as 


| upon a ſtaffe, which will be a comfort 


ro him for the preſent, by a gracious 


ſaupportation.of him.in the want © 
comfort, .and in the-end by a.moft 
ſweet and ſenſible diſtillation of com- 
fort into his ſad and | 4 Y ſoule, as 


itis written: Thy rod andthy ſtaffe they 
comfort me, Pſal.23.4.that is,as* one © 

the Ancient expounds that place ; thy 
Chriſt (who is my rod and my ſtaffe, 
inthat he came in the old age of the 
world) doth comfort me as a ſtafte, 
(whichisa comfort and ſupporter to| 
old ge.) Where note by the way,thatF| 
Chriſt is a ſtaffe to comfort old age, 


that is, ſuch as wait with old $;-en[] 


for 


_ or the Roſe of Sharon. 


for the conſolation of Iſraell, Lake 2. 
25. and make not too much haft to 
have comfort by .and by ; and hence 
it is, that ſome of the moſt eminent 
Saints of God felt moſt comfort a lit- 
tle before their departure,in the very 
latage and end of their dayes ; heare 
their owne words. 


Deare wife, * ſaid M. Sazders, that 
bleſſed Martyr, riches I have none to' 
leave behind me ; butthat treaſure of 
taſting how ſweer Chriſt is to hungry 
conſciences, whereof I feele apart, I 
bequeath unto you. Iam merry,and I 
truſt Tſhallbe merry , maugre all the 
devils in hell. | 
And when * Occolampadinus lay fick, 
and his friends, did aske him whether | 
the light did net offend him, he clapt 
his hands on his breaft, and faid, Hic| 
ſat lucts eſt, here is light enough, mea- 
ning comfort enough. 

So * bleſſed M. Bolton ſaid toſome 
J'of his pariſh that came to viſit him 
I when he lay a dying : I am by the won- 
derfull mercies of God as fill of comfort 
« my heart can hold, and feele nothing 
# 2 in 
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| 62 #19 ſoule butt Chriſt, &c. 
2.06, 


The extelency of Cbrift, 


you feare you 
ſhall never feele the like comfort in 
Chriſt , be&auſe theſe nten were fo 
-erminent:, arid you fo peftred with a 


|| 
| . If you ſhall 72þ4y,rhat 


[number of 'corrviprions, which you 


cannot maſter yer to your cofitent. 
_ T axſwer,r. That theyalfo were fib- 
Je ro infirmities'zs we ate /; for we 


| may not thinke that chey were holier 


then Elias, whowas a van ſubject to like 
paſſions 4s we tre, Iames 5.17.a0d thete- 
fore why tnay 'niot you feele ſoine 


|'rrue comfort'too athft,though norſo, 
| much asthey. . _ | WE 


2. Thatindeed fin allowed or too 
mach yeelded unto, =_—_ off com- 
tort; but youtrhit are'carctiifl Chrilſti-| 
_ (tor roſuchTfpeake here)toe not] 

. -- | 
It youſay youfeareyoti doe ; 

I anſwer : dove not you bitild upon 
need{efieand'groundlefie'feares, bur 
examine your hearts, and they will 
tellyou, that youdoe whatyou canto 
purifie yourſelves, and to avoid finne, 


andall the occaſions of it, ſhutting the 
very 


| | proaches, calamities, lofſes, and the 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


very windowes on high, your eyes, 
and ſtopping the fountaines of {inne 
belowinthe heart, by a holy aud care-| 
full watching overyour owne hearts, | 


himſclfe did then ſtop the fonntaines of 
the deep, and the windowes of heavey, 


Gen.8.3s. 

Hi therefore what ſhould let you, 
w 
ti with the ſerious conſideration 
of this moſt comfortable doctrine 
thatT have delivered unto you, tou- 
ching the moſt ſweet and comforta- | 
ble roſe of Sharon ? 

Willyou ſay that you meet with ſo 
many txoubles, crofles, affliftions, re- 


like, that you cannot bee cheer-| 
tull? 

ThenT anſwer, thatall theſe things 
ſhould not ſhake nor move you lo as 
to make you refuſe comfort, and to| 
walke ſadly and dejectedly, to the 
great diſheartening and diſcouraging 
of others, and the hurting of your 


thoughts, and motions, evenas God| 
when he would diy up the floud, | 


you ſhould not cheare up your| 


4.06. 


Solat. 
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[and a number of aſpiring and rifing 


| The excellency if C brit, E 


owne ſoules, whom you torture 
more then needeth' by a number of 


1. All your affliftions of what ſort, 
kind, ordegree ſoever they be, what 
are they but purgations to take away 
fin? When God opened the windowes 
 ofheaven, and powred downe ſeas of 
water, even immeaſurably and moft 
dreadfully, downe went all ſtately 
towers,and lofty buildings,and ſump- 
tuous monuments ; bur as the waters 
roſe,ſo the Arke roſe higher and high- 
er ſtill, and was ſo much nearer! 
heaven: So when God ſendeth flouds, 
and-ſeas of troubles, downe goeth our 
pride, ſecurity, carnality, 1mpurity, 


corruptions ; and in ftcad thereof 
Chriſt riſes, ayd the poore ſoule riſes, 
like unto the Arke, ever higher and 
higher, ſleighting and deſfpiſing the 
world. Like that woman cloathbed with 
the Sun (whereby we may underſtand 


ſeife. created vexations and trou- | 
bles, which by your penſiveneſſe and | 
|heavineſfſe you draw upon them : 
ifor, | 


— 


[_ Chriſt | 


——— — 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


Chriſt with his crofſe and afflictions, 
ashot as the San) is ſaid to have the 
Moon , that is, all ſublunary. earthly 
things under her feet, Rev.12.1. 

2. Theyare but like rhole charers 
aud wazgons, which Toſeph ſent for 14- 
'cob,Gen.q45.27. for as they revived 14- 


cob, and brought him neare unto 19- 


| ſeph: ſo doafflictions revive and quic- 
[hen ns,being dead and dull, and bring 
us nearer unto Chriſt, who 1s our 7o- 
ſeph, then we were before. See x Pet. 
Lb. 7,8 | | 

3. As 1acob made his ſonne Ioſeph s 
coat of divers colours, becauſe he loved 


| him beſt,Gez. 37.3. ſo Chriſt beſtowes 
ſuch various and ſandry affi:itions , like 


'acoat of many colours, upon thoſe 
whom he loveth beſt. See Rev.z. 19. 
As many as 1 love 1 rebuke and chaſiew ; 
and therefore I ſay,they are but {ignes 
of his deareſt love. | 

| 4. Butlaſt ofall, Chriſt himſelfche 
noſe of Sharon, 1 dare ſay is more ſweet 
then all your inward or outward trou- 
bles can be bitter , for heis as a ſweet 


| roſe among all ſuch thornes, or thorn- 
= like 


———— 
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like aflitions;and he ſweetens them, 
though other roſes cannot ſoſyeeten 
the thornes among which they grow : 
even as that Tree did ſweeten the 
| bitter waters of eMeriba, which other- 
| wiſe no body could drinke, Exod.ry. 
|25.for he aſſures us, that however we 
ſpeed hereand may be entertained in 
this world, we ſhall rejoyce in him, 
and live with him in glory at the laſt, 
asyou haveheard that he will quicken 
us as a roſe, and revive usafter death, 
whichis more then a roſe can doe : So 
as that needs we muſt gaine ipfinitely 
more by Chriſt then we can poſſibly 
loſe by him. 

And therefore as you take delight 
ina roſe, though it be among thorns, 
ſo rake comfort and joy in Chriſt, 
 |though hebe a roſe among thornes, 

thatis, ſurrounded witha number of 
pricking, piercing, and heart-cutting 
vexations. It one ſhould rob you ofall 
that you pofleſſe, and y. u were made 
{ure at the fame time of an orient 
Jewell in a'ſure and a fateplace, more 
worth a thoufand times then all that 


yo: 


: 
x 


——m— 


youloſt, I ſuppoſe you would not be b 


ſo fooliſh, as to take on, andto vexe; 
yourſelves about your: lofſe ; but ra- 
ther rejoiceat ſo rare a. Jewell, whoſe, 
prize doth 1ſo farre ſurmount the 
worth ofall yourqther goods, which 
are nothing at all comparable to ſo 
precious a Jewell. And did notIaflure 
you but now of:Chriſt, the roſe of Sha= 
103, whoſe prize is above rubies and pre- 
cious flenes, and whom yee cannever 
loſe againe after 'ye have made 
him once your owne ? and therefore 
I hope yon will not be ſo fooliſh again 
hereafter, as to grieve immoderately 
at any afflitionsorloſſes of goods or 
good name by wrongs or revilings ; 
but rather rejoyce 1n Chriſt, Jy 4, 4 
ing that * pearle of ineftimable prize. 
is better thenathouſand livings, and 
ten thouſand earthly contentments, 
and millions of gold;and ſweeter then 
allthe pleaſures, all the friends, huſ- 
bads, wives, fathers, mothers, brothers 
ſiters, &c. inthe world, for they are 
many tinesrather bitter then ſweet, 
and doe more, grieve then relieve us ; 


——— 
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| Chriſt, 


but he is ever ſweet, atidisreadyeven 
then, when they or any other thing | 
doth crofſe us moſt; ſweetly to com: | 
fort ns, being altogether as ſweer.and 


{comfortable asa roſe,nay much more, 


as hath been largely ſhewedalready. 


RE 


SKCT. $ 


| Anexhortation toſuch as want Chriſt, 
to ſeeke him in the Law and Goſpel. 


4+ T7 point may ſerve to encline 
| the wils of thoſe men and wo- 
men. that formerly were averſe 
from Chriſt, tobe for Chriſt : For he 
is moſt like unto 4 roſe in Sharos field, 
and ſo conſequently moftdefirable,as 
you have heard, wherefore as in the 
ſummer time, when roſes are plenti- 
fully to be had,every body almoſt will 
havearoſe in his hand : folet every 
one of you that hitherto wanted 
Chrift labour to get him into his 
heart.. Burt this is too generall, _ 


therefore I'le deſcend to particulars, 
| | 1n- | 


_—_— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


75 


inftructing you of five things ; as 
namely, E 

1. Wherethisroſcis to be ſought. 

2. Wherewith it is to be taken. 

3. Wheniristo be ſought. 

4. Wherefore , 
grounds. 

5. What impediments muſt be re- 
moved , that it may be ſought and ta. 
ken. 

Forthe firſt : I ſay that Chrift is to 
be fonche ford 3* In the Law, 

C TOUgNEFOT'Y 2. Inthe Goſpell. 

r. This Roſe of Sharon is to be 
ſought for in the Law preached ; for ſo 
ſaith the Apoftle , Wherefore the Law 
was our Schaolemaſter, to bring us t0 
* Chriſt, Gal.3.24, Whereupon ir fol. 
loweth; that as he whowill gather ro- 
ſes, muſt ſeeke for them among 
*thornes : So he that will come to 
Chriſt, muſt come to him by the pric- 
king thornes of the law, as thoſe con- 
verts, Ads 2.37. who were ſore pricked 
in their hearts before they could be ſo 
happy as to enjoy Chriſt ; and the rea- 
ſon of this afſertion is moſt evident 


and plain. For 


or upon what| 


1, Dilatati- 
on of this 
ule, 


* Nam Roſa 
ex ſþina naſ- 
cuur,P la. 

nat bit. 1,21. 
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For as lopg as we are not to ſome 
purpoſe terrified by the law and made; 
ſenſible of our owne miſery, we will 
not carefor Chriſt, eyen as ſcarce any 
body would have cared much for the 
brazen ſerpent, lifted upinthe wilder- 
nefle, if it had not been for the eric 
 ſerpents,which having ftupg men unto 
death, compelled thera to looke up : 
fo we would hardly make account of 
Chriſt, if the terrours of the law, like 
fieric ſerpents ſhould not fting us to 
death, and make us afraid of death, | 
death I meane everlaſting: Or,if you 
will take this compariſon, Men by pa- | 
| ture are like mariners 8 paſſengers in 
a ſhip, which is in great danger,not far | 
from a great racke , as long as they 
have the leaſt hope that they may e1- 
| . ; 
 cape,and be ſaved in the ſhip, they will 
nortleop into the ſea, ang ſwim ; bur 
when they are told by the skiltul] 
ſhipmaſter, that there is no hope of 
life, unlefle they doe ſo, then they 
will rather ſwim and try,whether they 
may come to the rocke, there to be 
ſaved, then die and finkein the "my : 

O 


— —_ ————_—_—_ 


RT ES © << 


l—— 


kD 


Soas long meh in rhe ſtate'of na- 
titre. '(Whic Is 1iKe abrokenſhip, very 
= erous)tnay Haveany hope rogoup 


hers they are;i.e.in the Kaceof open 


Neat hypocrific;and keepin che 
boſotne-firs, the willtotwa 


|foor'to goe 'to Chilt chits'  dbwy 


ought forgoingand forſakingalttheir 


honours, and contentinents; Tut —ak 
otice'they are abſblticely a6d'roundl 
told by that $kilftrl! {choolemaſtut 


[ſhipmaſter, whofe name is Zaw; that'tf | 


th&y abide in tharftate , atid forfake 
tot ctheirforlorne hopes, and4fweereft 
fits., which are Ike greatly defired 
goods ina C—_— they tjuſt'pe. 
tiſh grid finke, 'and' be en ulphed tn 


|thatformidablelake, which burnerh 
[with fire: and britaftone, Rev.21.8. 
|then;then will chey tachet doe fottien 


- of rather fiyim'to'Chtriſt; 'Who 1s 
likea * rocke, tponany y terities, then 
periſtwith their: goods ; 1 ſhould fay 


|profits, Fey? Hotours it hell for 
. ever-'!. 


* or the Riſe of Shares. | ' 


tren, &% well mers _ 
prophanenes, ar civil honeſty, of pha- | 


darling Fa and finfull profits, | 


j 
| 


1C0o,.10 


——, 
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—— 


evermore. And therefore if any of 
youallthat want Chriſt, doe in good 
earneſt deſire to get Chriſt ; Lethim 
not refuſe to heare the law, and to 
cthinke on it ſeriouſly , that ſo he may 
be thereby terrified and urged effe- 
{Qually togoe to Chriſt, evenſpeedi- | 
ly, that he may not be damned eter- 
nally.” But hereof more is to be faid 
hereafter. This 15 bur to make way 
forthe. DONEDG TW 
| 2, This roſe of Sharoy is to be 
ſoughtin the Goſpellpreached, which 
is like a field for its largeneſle, becauſe 
therein Chriſt offereth himſeltfe to as 
many as will come: to him; ſaying, 
Come to me, all you that travell, and 
are heavy laden, and I willeaſe you, 
Matt.x.1.28. ſo as that he might well 
compare himſclfe here to a roſe-in 
Sharon field, whichis not ſo incloſed, 
 {andreſerved as your garden roſcs are ; 
but may be had of any that travellerh 
|by,aud hatha mind toit ; fordoe but 
marke his ſpeech, and you ſhallſee it, 
| Come unto me, allye that travel] marke 
all,as ifhe ſhould ſay ; Idoenot either 
EL Ky , | reſerve] 


— 


———_—_ 


—_— 


A 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


my ſelfe ro any that would haye me. 
4 . . 5 - 
No,butTI am ready and willing to eaſe 
and to embrace even with the deareſt 


| velling ſoule that comes to me ; atg 
therefore, come hither all ye podt 
ſinners, that groane under the burden 
of your fins, and ſeeke Chriſt in this 
ſweet and gracious pronnſe ; for here 
you ſhall undoubtedly find him, he 
_ go fromit, becaule he is faith- 

ull. | 


—_—_— 


SECT. 9: 


.. Faith muſt be gotten for the taking of 


| | reſerve myſelfeto my ſelfe, or:deny 


cmbraces of my love any poore tra-/| . 


Chriſt. 

2. ON" I muſt tell you, that as he 
will plucke a roſe, muſt ave a 

hand to plucke it with, ſo you muſt | 

have the hand of faith, wherewith you 

may and muſt lay hold on Chriſt, be- 


leeving verily, that according to his | 


| faichfull promiſe he will be a Saviour 
unto 


le 


2.Dilatatis 
of this uſe, 
Get faith, 


—_ J_ —__ — ..—— 
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4. 
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I wane 


Fraze : :fo he would giveiyouthe hand) 


- "Threavelencyef chriſt, 


[ad grievous burden of fit; and' rhat 
|you- ſhall have reft by -him-here and 
|ttercafrer! eternally if rhe heavens. 


[before and after the hearing of his: 


hve the life of faittrhere, and the lite 


unto you,andrefocillare you,andeaſe 
your poore:{oules of the moſt heavy 


Set lohn6.37. Him thas commeth 10'we; 
T will 2 howiſe caſt out, ' 

- Buthow ſhallwe & Fairh> 
Ianſwer, Chrift himsſelfe is the au- 


thor of it,)Web. 12.2. andihe works4t 
{by his word and ſpirit, Rem. 10. 17. 
1:Cor.12:9. and thereforeigoe to him 
-.|by DT Penyer: and caſt your ſelves downe 


ore the throne of his grace, both: 


word,and beg of him, that as he hath 


neffe, that you may livethe life ofna-| 


aith,wherewithyouminytakeand 
apprehend him, beingrthatimoſt ſweet; 
and:modicinall roſesf Sharon, for the 
good of 'your ſoules , that they ma 


ONS. |. Wes th - et. 


7 , 4 
| | Now! 


ofglory hereafter, 


[given you hands to "rake your meat 
wth, and ro gather andplucke roſes. 
1for the good of your bodies in fick- 


or the Roſe of Sharon, 

Now it may be,that Chriſt will not 
heare ye by and by, becauſe you would 
not heare him, when he did ſeeke af- 
ter you in the preaching of bis faith- 
fulleſt meſſengers , but let not that 


diſmay you, forhe loves tobe _— 
l 


tuned , and therefore ſolicite him 
againe and againe ; and be ye as car- 
neft with him, as once Rachel was with 
lacob when ſhe ſaid ; Give me children, 
or elſe I die, Gen. 30.1. ſo ſay ye unto 
|Chrift, O Lord Jeſus, who art the au- 
thor offaith,and canſtgiveitto whom 
thou wilt, even as thou canſt give 
children when, and to whom thou 
wilt give us faith, Lord, orelſe we die 
and periſh for ever ; or elſe, as once a 
_ old * Martyr cried out in the 

re,ſaying, Mercy Lord, mercy ; ſo 
cry ye (as being in the eftate of hell 
fire by nature, ſo as that needs you 
muſt needs burne and frye forever, if 
je have no ſaving faith, wherewith 
you may take Chriſt who muſt ſave 
you from hell) faith Lord, faith, even 


true ſaving faith let us have, that we | 


periſh not in thoſe mercileſſe, eaſe- 


=? 


F Ioh.Badly 
urnt 1n 
King Hey | 
the 4. time, | 
Anno 1499, 
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dily, 


|cheirtime, and looke opt for them it 


| |them:ſo doe" you looke ut:for Chriſt 
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leſſe, and endleſſe” flames. of hell 
which our former ahheliefs bath juſh 
ly de erved, , 


z OOO 1.50, 
Chriſt muſt be ſought. ſpeedily, | J 


3. Nd that you may; find Chief 


} 

/ 

0 

[ 
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Y 

[b 

(as hath been, Owen) in.the}* 


|Law and Goſpell, you muſt ſeeks him þ 


while he may. be found, asit.is writs 
ten, ſceke the Lord while he may be. found, 
Eſa.s 5.6, which ſaying:of the-Lord 
Prophet plainly i intiraates that there, 
isatime when he may.got be tound of 
ſome, who ſecke him too lare;; where-iſ 
fore as they that gather; roſes take 


the ſummer , when they, may have 


nw in theſe warme ſummerdayes of 
the Goſpell , which ſhines ſo fairely| 
and fully among us ; yea;to.day ſeeke 
him aSits written, Hb. 3:7.To day if ye 
wil heare hy, voice , harden not your 


hearts : 


=" 


(t- 


iſt 
he 


th 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 
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the Lord will then be found of you, 
when lying upon your death beds, you 
|cantiot heare his word, after you have 
deſpiſed it a long time in your beft 


TH bealth : As for Gods people, they may 


E be ſure (as Itold you formerly) thar 
L they ſhall alwaies find Chriſt in the 
winter of adverſity, as well as inthe 
ſummer of proſperity, and upon their 
death beds eſpecially,yeaafter death, 


6 but you cannot be certaine of it, that 


re 
3 (call when he would. See Prov. 1.24.25. 


J you ſhall find Chriſt at laſt, when you 
f would, becauſe you did not anſwer his 
| 


"Hate repentance may ſpeed, but early 


iF| det 


repentance is ſure toſpeed, faith*one; 
and I ſay ſo tooof ſeeking after Chrilt, 
adding withall, that, however late ſee- 
king after Chrilt! Tam ſure it ſpee- 

Bo rarely, and ſoſeldome, as that 
[Icanread bur' of one that ſought him 


folate, and found him, and that is the 


thiefe _— the crofle, and none elle |: 


beſides him , for God lovethnot ſuch 


G 2 night- 


S——o———_—_— 


| hearts ; for you know not how loone 
"| you may be taken from the meanes, 
|orthe meanes from you ; and whether 


* Perk'ns mn 
Gat. 


+ 


ol | Aug. 19247. 

= | 4c were pe; 

| | Fentt0 ics. 
| 
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| wherher he goe hence ſecurely and 


| he concludesartlaſt, Ys ergoa 4ubio te 
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night-birds, Levit. 11.19. he forbid- 
dech his people the Jewes to feed on 
bats or fliadermice, and thoſe twi- 


lighr birds ſignified putters of, and 
prolongers of repentaice, and of ſee- 


king atcer Chriſt, who thinke to flut-| 


ter confuſedly about Chriſt, and re- 
pentance in the: evening of their wi. 
chered yeares,andin the night of their 
latterend ; ſo as that cally you may 
conceive how welcome mott of them 
are then to Chriſt. Heare what a great 
ancient * Door faith of ſuch, it a 
man will in his laſt neceſſity obtaine 
repentance, and ſo departeth, I con- 
tefle we doe not deny him what he 
poſtulates, and defires , but we pre- 
{ume not neither that he dieth well, 


| 


{ately I cannot tell, qroth he, and fo 


liberare, &c. wilt thou thertore deliver 
& free thy ſelf from doubring,repent 
while thouart in health : Thus he of 
repenting, and ſo ſayI touching ſce- 
king after Chriſt, will you free your 
ſclves from the doubt whether Chriſt 


will welcome you ar laſt, after ye haye 


SS = —_— 7 AL A. ” 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


waſted your beſt time, and his beſt 
time, wallowing in fiofull and ſenſuall 
delights, then ſeeke after him, now to 
day,without delay, and ſay not either 
as they in Hagg.1,2.the time 15 10! come 


Eiforus rocometo Chriſt, itis too ſoon 


yet,to morrow,to morrow;I or God 


ſ F . __ 
* ſeeketh not after adilation in the 


voice of the crow, but an humble con- 
feflion and groaning after Chriſt in 
the voice and ſighing of adove, whoſe 
tune is, Now,. Now ; and not as the 
voice ofa crow, to morrow, to mor-. 
row;Qay come,you ſhall not go hence, 
bur you ſhall promiſe firſt, and reſolve 
within yoor ſelves, that as God ſhall 
enable you, ſo you will now forthwith 
think upon this matter ſeriouſly, and 
ſeek after Chriſt in the Law and Goſ- 
pell earneftly;and that you will labour 
tor faith induſtriouſly, prying to 
Chriſtfor faith inſtantly, that ſo you 
may carry away Chriſt at laſt moſt 
happily, tobe ſaved by him eternally; 
| know the devill will be loth tolec 
you go fo,and to waptheſe things,w®* 
belong to your peace, he will rather 

G 3 ſollicit 


P——_ 


* Non quer't 
Dcius dilati- 
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core5na, [cd 
corf- ſtoner 
14 £2111 09- 
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longer with him, as Laban would have 
ſtayed /acob to be his drudge for a lon- 
ger time ; but doe you not hearken 
unto him, nor be perſwaded by him, to 
ſtay a day or an houre longer with 
him,to be his {laves as you have becn, 
no ; bur rather hearken unto rhe 
Lord Chriſt, who in his word did 
RoW aPPeare unto you; and as once he 
appeared unto Jacob, ſaying, ( as hee 
ſaid then, Gen,21.3.) Come unto me,and 
ſo conſequently,come away from Za- 
bay ; 1 ſhould ſay Satan, forhe doth 
but oppreſſe you, bur lle eaſe you, yea 


| come preſently,quickly, ſaith he ; for 


he ſpeaks in the preſent time, Come, 
without delay,wazxc, or early, which is 
Gods adverbe, whereas the Devill 
ſaith, 9zane, which is his verbe, thar is, 
tarry : well if I were bar able topull 
you away from this cunning deceiver 
of your poore ſoules;, and roenftate 
you in Chrift this day, youſhould not 
tarry with him one moment longer ; 
bur iris God whqmuſt draw you, asit 
15 written, Toh7n.6. 44. No man cal 
come 
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[ſolicite you-ro ſtay and tarry a little 


{ 
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come to'me, except the father which 
bath ſent me; draw him, 7841n.6.44. 
And therefore as the ſpouſe of Chriſt 
did once pray for her ſelfe, Cazt.1.4. 
draw me, and we wi:ilrun after thee:ſo 
will 1 pray for you, Lord draw thoſe 
whoot themſelves cannot goe, that 
they may come to Chrift, even as ma- 
ny as belong to Chrift by the unalte- 
rable decree'of thine eternill prede- 
Sinarion. 7 fc DO 

I for my part can but perſwade you, 
and it may'pleaſe God to blefle my 
perſwafions; and to make them effe- 
Quall anto your poore ſoules, who can 
rell> and therefoie , 


| ——_— 


SECT. IT. 


Foure grounds which (bould draw men 
to Chriſt. | 


4. I ſhew you what grounds ſhould 

4 move youſoto goeto Chriſt,and 

to get him into your hearts, as you 

were —— : YT 
- G 4 


1 Doe 


ror ET 
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i. Chriſts 
ſweetnefle., 
EH Me thinks 
there isno 
earthly 
ching char 
yeelds lo 
perte a 
plcaſure ro 
any ſenſe, 
4s the odor 
of the firſt- 
roſe dothto 
Li the (ent, 
BuHallin 
his moſt, 
Excel.Oc-» 
cal.Medit, 
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wy The excelency of Chrift, 


1. Doe byt conſider his admirable 
fragrancy and ſweetneſfle, for being 


[likearoſe, he muſt needs be as redo- 


lentas aroſe (whoſe ſent is moft ſweet 
and pleaſant ) in regard of the fwect 
odor of his gracious words and works 


in regard of the ſweetgefſe and faire- 
nefle of his perſon formerly menti- 
oned;and therfore how: 6 how ſhould 
ye be moved with this tranſcendent 
ſweetneſſe of that ſweeteft roſe of 
Sharon, toſeeke after ir,and to get it ? 
how farre doe men goe for fragrant 
ſpices ; and how doe they adventure 
their lives, ſailing in the Indies, and 
the ſpicy Iſlands ? but ye need not goe 
ſo farre for Chriſt, whois ſweeter then 
all ſpices;for he is nigh unto you, even 
in the word , which we preach unto 
unto you. Againe, ye need notleave 
your houſe and home, and friends, as 
men that are bound for the Indies, but 
onely. your finnes, and you ſhall not 


goe to Chrift ; for then you ſhall finde 
them, and fave them z and ſhould ye 


of obedience active and paſlive, and] 


need to adventure your lives, if you| 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 

not be willing then to goe to Chriſt, 
which is bur a little way, forſaking 
your beft beloved finnes, which can 
yecld but little comfort ? 

2. Confider his delightfulneſle : 
For being like a roſe, he muſt needs 
beas delectable as a roſe, which de- 
lights oureyes as much as any flower. 
* Some write of Titzs the Romane 
Emperour,that he was of ſo ſweet and 
amiable a diſpoſition, as that he was 
commonly called, delitie geners hu- 


might be bur a flattering ſpeech of 
men ; but of Chrift Jeſus, that high 


earth, we may truly ſay ſo, withour 
flattering, that he is indeed the very 
delight of 'mankigde: See Camt.s. r6. 
how he is ſaid to be altogether lovely 
or deleable,as the * Hebrew hath ic, 
marke, he is alcogerher delightfull ; 
delighttull I,namelyin his perſon, firſ 
for its admirable beauty, Pſalme, 
ſ.2 


Pm 


tles, for firſt, he is tiled the Light 


mani,the delight of mankinde, which! 


and mighty monarch of heaven and| 


2 Delightfall in his gracious Ti-]. 
-1 


2.Chriſts 
deligbrful!- 
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* 7obu (ai 
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P 130. 
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of men, 10h»1.4. Now all know how| 
deleable and pleaſing the light is,| 
as the light of the ſun, rhe light of the 
ſtars, and the light ota candle, eveh 
lictle children do rejoyce'at the light 
of a candle, and defwre to play with ir, 
becauſe they ſee a delightfulneffe in 
ſit, and we doe all take great delight 
in the ſhining ſan, and ſhall take a farre 
greater delight in that maſle of ſhi. 
ning light, which we ſhall ſee another 
day 1n the higheft heaven, which for 
its brightnefle may be truly * termed 


I * z2zxch de 


cx!s beatce4 | Buprogsthat is,all light ; and therefore 


how delectable muft Chrift himſelfe 
| needs be, who is the Light, and that 
T3o5- | light, even thar tranſcendent gt, 
Tohn 1. 8. and that trne light which en- 
| « caiee | Hightencth, that is, * endueth with rea- 
ratinu,ſes | ſon, Every man that commeth into the 
| #£4562%, | world, oris borne into the world, and 
(£75 [is the cauſe of another light , for as 
much asallthings were made by him, 
| ver. 3. yea, the very perteCtion' of all 
| «prol.z. | created light, which* Plaro termes rhe 

| 4 4m. | nerfeftion of ſhining bodies. © 1 
| \- i Heis called a * Savionr, and the 
| {| | : 7 $ 4UVio0nr 


ll__ — 


— m—— 


; -or the Roſl, 2 of Sharos. 


" Savionr of all men, I Tim,4.10. which = 


sf title of his is ſo delightfull, as thar ir 
ie || ſhould even cauſe your heartsto leap 
6/| within you, when you heare it as Saint 
1t || 7042 did leap in his mothers wombe 
& ||| for joy , at the voice of the blefled 
nf Virgins ſweeteſt ſalutation, Luke 1.44. 
IC 
e|{[| carts out of your breafts and bo-, 
ſomes,ro tranſplant them intothe bo- 
ſome of Chrift; for how delightful is 
the very naming of a temparall Savyi. 
our unto them that are 1n miſery, 
when they underftand or heare of his 
willingnefſe to deliver them ; and 
therefore how can your hearts chuſe 
but even dance for joy within. you, 
whiles you heare me ſpeake of ſuch a 
- [8] Saviouras is called the Saviour of the 
|| world, and of all men, and ſo conſe- 
|| quently willing ro fave you alſo, if 
you ſhall beleeve in him ? for ſo rhe 
Apoftle goes on,who is the Saviour of 
all men, eſpecially of thoſe rhar be. 
leeve, * becauſe he ſaves them nor on- 
ly corporally, bur ſpiritually and ever- 


_sz ” 


nab Cd. oP x om ot. or. IO. 


% =& —— 


yea, ſhouldeven forthwith pluck your | 


* P:ſc.ix loc. | 


laſtingly, whereas otherwiſe he doth 
but 


| The excelency of Chriſt, 


— 


——_— 


beloved, | 


92 
_ Bee _ * preſerve you and others corpo- iſ 
o1ſer N 7 
—— ne Nay is he not called ſalvation itil c 
| 3-' |ſelfe, Luker.39. toſhew, faith* one, ||; 
_ =” chat there is no other Saviour but {i 
Crmonof [this one ; and this word falvation, |||] 
the fong of [quoth he, is the ſweeteſt word in all ||| f. 
Simeom. [the ſcripture, and therefore how de-||ſſq 
lightfull muſt he needs be, who beares ||| y 
this name, whichis the ſweeteſt word { 
in allthe bible? lo 
4 4. He is ftiled a bridegroome, lohn\ſ|n 
| 3.29. Matt. 9. 15. in Latine ſponſe, | lc 
quaſi promiſſue, as being promiſed by ||||{ 
his heavenly father, to bea husband || 
onto all true beleevers. Now how ||| 
deleable is the name of a bride-||jj c 
groome toa virgin,eſpecially it being ||| x 
cold her that ſhe may have a bride-|||f 
groome whoſe beauty and ſweetneſſe||j|y 
of diſpoſition paſſeth all other mens? ||; 
and therefore how delightfull muſt || h 
Chriſt needs be, who is fairer then ||h 
af the children of men, and fweerer |h 
roo, then all other men, in regardof|}ſit 
his dipoſition, and how ſhould yeſfſjt 
be delighted with him, O my dearly |F[; 


wa 4 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


—— -- - 


lights, wherewith you have been hi- 
[therro too much enamoured and 
faſcinated, or bewitched ? O conſfi- 


derof it,conſider of it deare friends, 


you can never make the like choice, 
| while the world Randeth, the Lord 
[open your eyes and hearts, that you 
[may ſee your owne good, and may not 
let lip ſo faire an —_—_— te be 
[ſo highly preferred, and for ever 

| made! 
5. Againe,is he not called a friend, 
Cant. 5.16. This « my friend,O dangh- 
ters of Teruſalew. Now how delight- 
tull a good friend is you know like- 
wiſe, the very ſight of ſuch a friend 
is ſweet * ſaith one ; and hee that 
hath ſuch a friend, ſaith another , 
hath the ſweeteſt rhing that may 
bee ; nay, there is no thing 
better then it, next unto ver- 
tve upon Earth, quoth hee , 
preferring it before Parents , 
chil. 
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 Theexceltencyef Chriſt, 
childre, brothers, foras ſhining bodies 
doe even. transfuſe ſome of their 
light into thoſe places which are nigh 


-unto them : ſo doth atrue and faith- 


full friend fend forth, and breathe 
ſweernefle, and grace, and pleaſant- 
neſfle, ſaith * another ; and therefore 
how pleaſavrt muft Chrift needs 
be 2 who is that true and faithfull 
friend indeed, who being once. be- 
friended with any indeed, never cea- 
ſes, norcan he ceaſe to be kind, and 
courteous, and affable unto him;and 
toſend and dart forth ſome comforta- 
ble beames of his pleaſant connte-: 


nance into his beleeving ſoule,. to 


full > Y&8'will have all things com- 
mon: with you according to the * na- 
ture of true friendſhip; which * requi- 
retha ſocietie, -and conſiſts of afoci- 
etie. ; 

1. Acommon righteoufnes, I mean! 


make it 2'wllb ſerene, and chear- 


inthe firſt place, ler.24.6.1 Cor.1.1,30. 


2 Cor. 5.21. 
2. A common Father; 10hy 20.17. 
3. A common kingdome; 10h. 17.24 
2iP4f\ 1.11. 4 A 


—- 


— 
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. or the Raſe of Sharos. 


124. Acommon throne, in that cele- 
ſtiall kingdome, Rev.1.x1. 

| Now telb me what friend clſe can 
doe ſo much for you, as this friend 
wilkdoe foryou: Is rhere any that you 
know among allthe friends you have, 
and in.whom you take moſt delight ? 
No, No, there can be none ſuch, byt 


that.you were willing to forget even 
father & mother; brethren,and fifters, 
and all yourkindred, yea,and all other 
friends beſides, that are carnall, for 
thisdeare friend Chriſt his ſake, as it is 
written, Hearken, O daughter, and cons. 
der ,and enclinethine eare,and forget alſo 
thine owne people, and thy fathers houſe, 
P{al. 45. 10.. The Lord incline your 
hearts todoe it, that ſo youalſo may 
be able to ſay in truth, This Chriſt 
who is that pleaſant roſe of Sharon, is 
our friend alſo as well as yours, © ye 
daughters of Jeruſalem, Cant. 5.16. 

3: Conſider Chriſts lovingneſſe, who 
for: being like a roſe, and as red asa 
roſe, in regard of his bloudſhed, he 


muſtneeds be mott loving, or elſe he 


Chriſt, zene but:Chriſt,and therfore, O 


would | 


— ak... 
nn 


3. 
Chitits: Ic- 
vingnelſe, | 


finfull life ! 


[ The excelency of Chriſt, 
would never ſhed his heart blood for 
us. See how the Apoſtle reaſoneth, 


* Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
that is, of Chriſt, who is God, as well 


who were even ready to dye one for 
did lay down his Lite for us ;: being; 


eſt Enemies, Kom. 5. 10. and therefore: 
how loving , 6 how loving a Saviour, 


of his meere and free love would even- 
unſoule himſelf for us men by death, 
and depoſe his bleſſed lite for us re- 
bels, chat had juſtly expoſed our 
ſelves to the ſtroke of death by our 


O go, gothen unto this loving and 
gracious Saviour, ye poore ſinners, 
go, be not afraid of him, forif he 
would have you die , he would never 
have dyed himſelf foryou ; and if he | 
were minded to deny you that eter- 


med 


as man , becauſe he laid down his life for | 
#5, Great was the loye of theſe two| 
_ [great friends,. * Damon and Pythias, 
another; bur greater was Chrifts, who| 


thennone of his friends, but his great-| 


fay TI, muſt Chrift needs be, who out | 


nall life, which every one of you 
ſhould | 


p—_—_ 


Ei death which is eternall, or thus, as 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


ſhould infinitely preferre before this 
preſent life , which is but traile and 
mortall, and momentany, he would 
never have laid down his own moft 
precious life, to deliver you from that 


'Manoahs wife ſaid onceto her husband, 


{ſhould ſurely dye, becauſe they had 
ſeen God ; If the Lord were pleaſed :g 
| kill 45,he would not have received aburnt 
offering at our hands, and a meat off ering | 


| [ed 295 at thoſe things , nor would be at this 


| were pleaſed to kill you, he would not 


when he was afraid that they ſhould 


at our hands, neither would he have ſhew. 


time have told us ſuch things, as theſe, 
Iadg. 13. 22, 23. fo ſay Iunto you, it 
happily you be afraid leaſt you dye, 
and that for eyer , being damned by 
the Law of God for your fins in gene- 
rall, and for yourunbeliefe in ſpeciall, 
becauſe you have not yet by faith ſeen 


and beheld the Lord Chriſt, as it 1s| 


written, he that beleceverth not 1s con- 
demned already. ohm 3. 18. if the 


have offered himſelf as an offering 


—_ 


unto God, his Father,upon the crofle, 
kb neither 
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| Pſal.148. 
Crede,Crede, 
eo 


* Exech. 
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needful- 
nefle, 


.you all theſe things, which you have 


humbly beſeech his Majeſtie. 
4. Chriſts |. 


—_— ——— 
—__ 


The excellency of Chriſt, : 


neither would he have now ſhewed 


heard related of him,onely * beleeve 
beleeve on him, and then you ſhall not 
die but live. For ſo God loved the world, 
that he gave his onely beggtten Son, that 
whoſoever beleeveth on him ſhould not 
periſh but have everlaſting life , Iohn 3, 
16.wherefore * caft away from you all 
your tranſgreſſions, whereby you have 
tranſgrefſed, and ſo going away from 
your fins go and draw neere to Chriſt, 
by faithin his name, which the Lord 
in mercy grant you, For why will you 
dye, 6 houſe of Iſrael. Orthus, why will 
py dye, 0 ye poore finners, the Lord 

ath nor plezſure in the death of him, 
that dyeth, wherefore turne your 
ſelves, and turne in unto Chritt by 
faith, andlive you , The Lordof lite 
put-life in you that ye may live, 1 


4. Confider alſo, my dearely belo- 
ved, the zeedfulneſſe of Chriſt , who 
therefore reſembles himſelf to aroſe, 
that you may ſee what need you have 


of him. For Roſes, as you know, we 
can 


— — 


—__ ——— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 
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becauſe they be ſo uſefull and ſo me- 
dicinall, whereby you may eaſily con- 
ceive how needfull then Chriſt him- 
ſelf is, in whom, asthe Creatgr , ac- 
cording to that often mentioned rule, 
there muſt needs be more medicinall- 
neſſe and needfulnefſle then poſiibl 
can be in a created Roſe, unto which 
he is pleaſed to compare his ſacred 
ſelf; 
Take a view of ſome particular 
reſpects. 
r. Sec how needfull he is in regard 
of the life naturall. 
2. Inregardof thelifeſpirituall. 
3. Inregard of the Life eternall, 
1. Tobegin withthe. /ife Natural, 
what is it without Chriſt , bura curſed 
death ? for without him , you are ftill 
under the curſe, Gal. 3. 16, 13. SOas 
that your very mea! and- drink, and 
wealth, and ſtore, and fruits , and bo- 
dies are all accurſed , ice Devut. 28.15, 
16, x7, 18. till Chriſt who was madea 
curſe for them that beleeve, Yeliver 


can * hardlyeſt ſpare of all flowers, | * The roſe 


1s chiefe of 
all flowers, 
William © 
L axehans ith 
his garden 
of health, 


Pag.53 fe 


r1.Inregard 
of the lite 


Nacurall, 


you from that curſe, Gal. 3. 10, and 
H a | have| 


T_T INN ; 


— 


| * 10b. Carion 
- | Chron, lth, 4, 
"ELPL A 

| Nuolazs 
WVignttr, An. 
I1l77, 


your eſtates, and bodies, as well as 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


have you not cauſe enough to goto 
Chrift to be freed from ſucha curſe ? 
ſome Emperouts and Kings have 


even proftrated themſelves betore|ſj 


the Popes of Rome, being but ex- 
communicated by Popes to be freed 
from their curſe. * Frederick Barbaroſ- 
ſa, that glorious and victorious Em- 
perour of Rome, dideven ſuffer one 
of the Popes of Rome to tread upon 
his neck to have his abſolution, and to 
free his ſon , who was then the Popes 
priſoner at Venice. But you for your 
part need hot goe to the Pope of 
Rome, but onely to Chriſt , by faith, 
who isin the middeſt of us , to be ex. 
empted from the curſe of God upon 


ſouls, and you need not put your 
necks under the odious feet of an Im- 
perious and inſulting Pope, but under 
the yoke of Chrift , who ſaith, 1 am 
lowly, and my yoke « eaſie, and my burden 
is light, Matth, 11.29, 3e, and ſhould 
ye not be willing to go to Chriſt, yea, 
into Chriſt, believing on him, to tree 
your ſelyes from that curſe, which 
lyeth 


__ — 


| | f#lneſſe in regard of the life ſpiritual. 


12 a 8 @_Od Vo! 


or the Roſe of Sharos, 


lyeth ſo heavy upon you, andupon all 
that youpoflcſle. 
Secondly, Confider Chriſts need. 


I. Itishe that muſt free you from 
the burning heat of filthy lufts, and 
Kcovetous deſires. Yea, from the reign 
and power of every heating ſin , even 
as Roſes either diftilled or infuſed or 
conſerved, do take away, or allay the 
heat and hight of hot diſeaſes and 


ſonne therefore [hall make you free, ye ſhall 
be free indeed, whereupon it tolloweth, 
that if he deliver us not, we are in 
bondage ftill, and are fick ſtill, even 


moſt dangerous and contagious le- 
profie of fin; nay, forever Pk, and 
tor ever in thraldome forthe willof 
the damned will be ever perverſe, 
ſaith * Lombard, Some fins, men may 
leave indeed, for want of means and 
opportunities, or for feare, whereup- 
on they may conceive that they are 
not ſo bad as they are. Yea, may eyen 
juſtifie themſelves with the Phariſee, 


purge the body. See lohn 8. 36. 1f the| 


very fick , irrecoverably fick of the 


— 
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where he 
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on, whee | 
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damned 
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hell alſo, 
yea,or NO. 


H 3 Lake 


[EEE 


102 | 


* ovT yo 
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The excellency of Chriſt, 


Luke 18. 11. and conclude, that they 
are indeed converted, and ſhall be e- | 
ternally ſaved; bur there is none for ; 
all this of all thoſe that are out of 
Chrift, who liveth not under the pow- 
er and predominancy of one com- 
manding finne or other, inwardly, or 
outwardly , or both, becauſe Chriſt 
hath ſaid it, that he muſt make-us tree, 
if weſhallbe free indeed, mark :ndeed; 
orſubſtantially, really, exiftently, as 
the * originall hath it, and not imagi- 
narily, verbally, ſeemingly, as many 
conceive themſelves to be, being la- 
mentably deceived , and that either 
becauſe they never ſearch them- 
ſelves toany purpoſe, or becauſe God 
hath deſervedly * given them over, 
for their former delinquencies, and 
abhorred exorbitancies into a repro- 
bate ſenſe, that they cannot fecle, nor 
ſee their ſins. | 
Take a Survey, if you will, of rhoſe 

ſeverall Lordly fins, which domineere 
overthem, and then their guiltineſle, 
and filthinefle, will appear as cleare as 
the noon day. | 


| 


F irſt, 


-aaty tt _— ——_— 


pt 


—— 
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|| > Se Ae —- ene. : 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


Firſt, Some of them cannot deny, if 
they will buttell the truth , that the 
are moſt horrible [wearers , thang 
perhaps they be no theevyes, or adul- 
terers. 

Secondly , others moſt audacious 
prophaners of the Lords moſt holy 
and glorious Day , pretending Chri- 
ſian hbertie, | 


_—_— 


parents, being worſe then brute crea- 
tures, which dorecompente, ſupport, 
and help their ” aged parents as much 
as much as they can, 2 T:m.3.2. 

Fourthly, others, though they be 
neither drunkards, noruſurers,yetare 
moſt fierce like Tigers, bears, and 
Lions, when they are provoked, 2 


([T178, 3. 3. 


Fitthly, others are moſt laſcivious, 
either in, orout of the ſtate of marri- 
age, like unto filthy Dogs, and neigh- 
ing Horſes. 

Sixthly, others moſt infatiably co- 


vetous and greedy, like the © Horſe- 


Or —— 


Thirdly, others they be no ſwea-| 3. 
rers, yet aremoſt ſpighttull, ungrate-]  _ 
full, and ſtubborn againft their yery ho 


perentes fert 
bumeris, & 
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| 2 
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To 
2. 


| 


|both they love better then God him- 
[ſelf who made both, 2 Tims. 3.4. 


| may not be the better forit. 


PCC of 


leeches daughters, which ever cry, 
give,give, Sucking blood and vomit- 
ing it up again, to fill themſelves a- 
freſh. 


drunkennefle , an 


kindeof reftraint,when they be not ſo 
over-drunk, nor ſo notoriouſly glut- 


delicate meat, and ſtrong drink;which 


 Eighthly , others are as envious as 
© $aul,or as af Peacock,who ont of en- 
vie, asit were, hideth his own dung, 
which is moſt medicinall, that man 


Ninthly, others are moſt hateful! 
and malicious, againſt ſome, either; 
Firſt, Becauſe they differ from them 
in the power of religion ; orſecondly, 
becauſe they are like to carry away 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


Seventhly , others moſt brutiſhly | 
intemperate in eating or drinking, | 
ſometimes breaking out by notorious | 
gluttonie , and| 
ſometimes vailing themſelyes with a| 


tonous ; as others , but only do over| 
greedily pleaſe their pallates with| 


ſome profit, or ſome preferment , os 


applauſe 


». nn 
| | | 


” or the Roſe of Sharon. 
applauſe, which they would fain have, 
and gaine to themſelves, or thirdly, 
becaule they have given them ſome, 
even the leaſt diſta(te, therefore they 


cannot endure the fight of them,yea, 
they could even teare them , being 


—— 


F [like a * Panther,whoif he doe but ſee 


a mans picture upon a paper will teare 


| it, becauſe he hateth him moſt deadly, 


and cannot abide him. 

\ Teathly, others are as infolent and 
proud as the devill himſelfe, manife- 
fting ſo much by their monſtrous fa- 
ſhions, paintings, boaſtings, or,elſe 
keeping it in ſecretly to themſelyes,as 
being contented with a hidden, moſt 
eager and greedy defire of vaine-glo- 
crie, which like an ever vexing, urging, 
and — * fury ſohantech them, 
as that they doe even all they doe 70 
*be ſeen of men,who ſee but their glo- 
rious works, but cannot ſee their odi- 
ouspride,and abominable affeRarion' 
and ambition. I ſhould be infinite,ifI 
ſhould nominate all the domineering 
{innes which reigne in the children of 
\diſfobedience, and convince them to 
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The excellency of Chriſt, 


beout of Chrift, pho makes men tree, 
theſe may ſuffice at preſent; onely ſaf- 
ferme to perſwade you, who live un- 
der ſuch tyrannous Lords,eyen there- 
fore to get Chrift, that by him you 
may be freed from ſuch an inſuttera- 
ble tyranny ; or if you will have me 
ſpeake more ſutably, to the metaphor | 
of a cooling roſe, from the foreſaid 
burning * leprofie of finne, we read, 
2 King.s.1.23, that Naqman the Syri- 
an was a great man. with his maſter, 
and honourable, and a mighty man of 
valour,buta Leper, which ſpoiled all, 
whereupon a little Hebrew maid, 
which waited on his wife, . ſaid to her 
miſtrefle, would God my Lord were 
with the Prophet that is in Samaria, 
for he would recover him of his le- 
profie. Anfwerably whercunto fay 
I unto yon, who may be ennobled 
likewiſe with many excellent na- 
turall parts and endowments , but 
withall are ſtained with one kind of le- 
profie or other (for there are ſundry 
kinds of it) I meane one infectious] 
reigning ſinne or other, being either 
i OUut- 
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outwardly and notoriouſly ſpotted as 
Elephants, or inwardly ravenous as 
Wolves, or fierce as Lyons, orde. 
ceitfull as ſerpents (that I may allude 
toall the foure ſorts of naturalllepro- 
fie) whoſe heat and powernone but 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon can take away. 


Toyoul ſay, as that damoſell wiſhed. 


her mafter to be with the Propher 


| Eliſha,ſo doe ye heartily wiſh and de- 


fire now that your ſoules may be with 
Chrift,that ſweet roſe of Sharov, Chriſt 


Jeſus, that he 'may recover them of 


their ſpirituall leprofie. Some write of 
* Azatho , that he wasa man ſo holy 
andy gracious,as that witha kifle hedid 
cure a man of his leprofie, aſſoone as 
he met him, which relation whether it 
be true or no, this Iam moſt certaine 
of, that Jeſus Chriſt, the roſe of Sharon, 
both can and will free not one leper 
onely, but every one of you whoſe 
ſoules are leprous, from their moſt in- 
tectious and pernicious ſpirituall le- 
profie, if you doe but kifſe him with 
the kifſe of faith. See AF. 15.9. how he 
is ſaid to * purifie the heart by faith ; 
an 
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and therefore ger faith firft, and then 
kifle Chrift next, obſerving the inftru- 
ions formerly tendred unto you, 
and praying eſpecially, or ſpeaking as 
mod to Chritt,as the damoſell to her 
miſtrefle. O that our poore ſoules alſo 
were with thee, as the ſoulesof others 
are, ſweet Jeſu ! Olet them cometo 
thee, and that they may come, draw 
them, and then free them, as Eliſha 
freed Naaman from the leproſie of fin 
and corruption, we humbly pray thee. 
| This doe, and then I darc ſecure you 
in the words of Chrift, that ye ſhall be 
all cleane through the word of Chriſt, 
or by vertue of the word of Chriſt, 
which I have preachedunto you, loþz 
# - 2 
Secondly, it is Chriſt that muſt 
quicken you to live the life of grace: 
as roſes in vineger eſpecially doe re- 
'vive 2 man thar is taken with dead 
pulles, that he may live the life of na- 
ture, for therefore he is ſaid to be the 
life of beleevers, Col.4.34. and tolive 
i0them, Gal.2.20.and this life is ſo ne- 
ceflary, as that without it we can doe 
nothing, 


| 
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nothing, thatis, nothing as we ought, 
acceptably and fincerely, to the right 
end, and in the right manner : For 
otherwiſe men may doe many things, 


las Herod, Mar.6- 20. they may pray 
[mach, heare much, read much, faſt 


muſt, give much, repeate much, con- 
fer much, yea, they may have ſhewes 
ofevery grace, faith* one, infomuch 


\as that they may even deceive both 


others and themſelves, as thoſe foo- | 
liſh parabolicall virgins, Matt.25.11, 
I12.: who, becauſe they were virgins, 
did make no queſtion but they ſhould 
enterinto the cceleſtiall marriage, as 
well as the wiſe ; for therefore they 
ſaid, Lord, Lord, open unto us, but 
they cauld have no other anſwer but 
this, ver.12. Verily Iſay unto you, I 
know you not, for they wanted the 
oyle of the life of grace, and held 
forth only the empty Lampsofſhewes 
of grace. Againe,they wanted Chrift, 
whois the life of the righteous, and 
the oyle, or cauſe and ground of the | 
light andlifeof grace , and therefore 


bhetels them, I know you not : ſo that 
: needs 
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The excellency of Chriſt, 
needs you muſt get Chrift, if ye will 
truly live the life of grace, or elſe 
though you make never ſo many 
ſhews, you will but deceive your 
ſelves,like thoſe virgins, or like thoſe 
ſilly * women, who, in ancient time, 
being deluded by Satan, did verily 
thinke that they did ride on beaſts by 
night, and travell over many coun- 
tries, when they did not : ſo you will 
bur imagine that you goel know not 
how farrein the way of life and true 
godlinefle, having a forme thereof 
whereas , for want of Chriſt your 
hearts will not ſtirre nor movea whit 
as they * ought, ſoas that you ſhall do 
what you doe in fincerity, and truth, 
and to the glory of God, becauſe the 
truth hath ſaid ir, without me ye can doe 
nothing : O goethenand get: Chrift, 
whateverye doe in the manner and 
order aforeſaid, and let none of you 
ſleepor ſlumber as the fooliſhvirgines 
did; but ſtirre and rouze up your droo- 
ping ſpirits, and goelI will not ſay, ad 
venaentes,tothem that ſell, as the wiſe 
virgins ſaid to the fooliſh, but ad ver- 
dentem, | 
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dentem , or to him that ſells himſelfe, 
I meane Chrift himſelf, and beg faith, 
whichis like gold, forheſellethit,yea, 
himſelfe, for loe here he offereth 
himſelfe, ſaying, Rev.3.18. I counſel 
| thee to buy of me gold,thatis,faith, that 
thou mayeft be rich, azd raymens, that 
is, me, Chriſt himſelf, that thy naked- 
nefſe may not appeare, I adde by way 
of expoſition ; but rather that thou 
mayſt be graced andclothed with the 
glorious robe of my righteouſnefle 
imputed, and with fine linnen of ha-| 
biruall righteonſneſſe infuſed, and 
derived from the fulnefle of grace 
and goodnefle, whichisin me, as the 
ocean and fountaine of all grace and 
holineſle, 103 x.16. 

Thirdly, itis Chriſt that muſt come- 
fort your ſoules, as roſes doe comfort 
the heart of the body. Sce 1oh.15.26. 
loh. 16. 7. how himſelfe againe and 
againe doth promiſe to fend the com- 
torter, implying, thatif any man will 
be bedewed with the ſweet conſolati- 
ons of his ſpirit, he maſt be beholding 
to him forit, or elſe he muſt goe with- 


 "_ 
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| was to get it of /oſeph,or elſe he might 
ſtarve, even in Egypt itſelfe, where| 
there was corn enoughin the granaries| 
erected by 1oſeph tor that purpoſe. So| 
a man ſay I, may live inthe church, &} 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


out it : even as whoſoever would have 
corne inthe ſeven yeares of famine, 


want that true and ſolid comfort, 
which commeth by Chriſt, both in his 
lifeandin his death, though he live in 
a place, where there is no want of com- 
fort, but comfort —_— caught and 
profered,and to be had by 

lefle he will repaire to Chrift, who is 
the true and carefull Joſeph, that muR 
impart unto us his holy ſpirit the com- 
forter, and cheare up our hearts, as a 
roſe. 

Some temporaries that are illumi- 
nated and forward fer a time, ſuchas 
are ſaid to have taſted of the heavenly 
gitr,and of the good word of God,and 
of the powers of the world to come, 
Heb.6.5,6. may have certaine flaſhes 
of joy and comfort ; butthe true, and 
ſound, and ſolid comfort, which dif- 
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Chrift, un-| 


fers as much from their taſte, as the 


caſting! 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 
taſting of good meat from the eating 
of it, none can enjoy and feele bur 
onely by Chriſt himſelfe, inhabiting 
the heart, and bleſſing it with the 
ſweeteſt influence of the unutterable 
joyes and comforts of his holy ſpirit, 
by whom he doth not only enlighten 
[them as remporaries,butalſo regene- 
rates,and new creates them in ſuch an 
admirable and glorious manner, as 


that the joy and comfort thence re- 


ſulcing, muſt needs be alſo tull ofgl- 
ry, x Pct. 1.8. And therefore as they 
that wanted corne, went to Joſeph in 


[Egypt to get ſome, ſodoye repaireto 
Chriſt, beleeving in him, thar fo you 


alſo may rejoyce in him with joy un- 


| ſpeakable and full of olory : For why 


|willye,and how can ye live ſouncom.- 
[fortably, as ye have lived formerly, 
|bcing alrogether deſtitute of that ho- 
'y ſpirit ot promiſe, whoſe ſoule-re- 
treſhing comforts none can tru'y 
feele, till he be truly aud throughly 
come home to Chriit. 

.3 So for the life to come, it is 
—_ that muſt procure and affure 


l the 
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the ſame unro you, or elſe you muſt 
never looke for it, . but rather for i 
death and deſtruction, as itisproba-ſh 
bly conceived, that it roſes had not] y 
revived ſome by Gods bleiting upon © 
them, they had dyed when they wereſſa 
taken with grievous pulls. See 1ohz 3ſt 
36. He that beleeverh not the ſonne, ſb 
ſhall not ſee life, bur che wrath of Godſd 
abideth upon him. Hence * Auſtiz, no 
man is freed from the damnationſſſfa 
which Adam hath brought upon us,d 
bur only by t.ithin Jeſus Chrilt. Ni; 
This one ground well digeſted, 1a! 
like to doe you moft good ; for as Id: 
told you formerly, the terrors of the 
law, breathing out nothing but hor- 
ror, and damnation, muſt firſt make 
you afraid , before you will goe to 
Chriſt as ye ought:even asa great ma- 
ny menwill never yeeld to leave theſſſte 
world, and the cares of it, till they ſee 
chat they muſt die:and as ſome others 
will neverbeg, being too much aſha- 


muſt doeit,or {tarve : ſo you will ne- 


ver yeeld to leave your deareſt ſins, 
and 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| and boſome delights,and to beg faith 
Jin good carneſt, and to goe to Chriſt 
by faith, unlefſe you ſee death as it 
J were before your eyes, and conſider 
of it ſeriouſly , that you mult ſtarve, 
and dye, and periſh for ever in that 
formidable and horrible lake, which | 
burneth with fire and brimſtone if you 


doe it not. 


And therefore, as * men went no 
farther, but ſtood ſtill by the dead bo- 
dyof Aſael : ſo goe no further, till ye 
have viewed and digeſted this chiefe 


and laſt ground, concerning lite and 
death, that ſo you may proceed no far- 
ther, neither in your chaſe and eager 


purſuit after the profits, ſports, plea- 


lures and preferments of this world ; 
bur rather may beg ſaving faith of Jeſus 
Chrift,who is the author of it{as I no- 
ted betore ) and then may looke up 
by faith on Jeſus Chriſt, that ye periſh 
not. O my dearly beloved, what will 
not a man doe that he may not * die , 
Skin for skin,yea all that a man hath will 
he give for his life, ſaid Satan once to 
God, 1ob 2.4.Iadde,efpecially,ita man 
I z being 
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being a priſoner, were like to be car- 
ried every moment out ct his priſon, 
the place of execution, there to be ro. 
[ſed in a chaire of brafſe by a ſmall 
fare, andſotodye by little and little, 
and to finiſh his miſerable lite in un- 
ſpeakable torments, would not a man 
give all that he hath that he might! 
not dye fuch a feartull death. And 


| 


l 
[ 


| therefore what is it that you ſhould 
| not be wiiling to doe ,, andrto forgoe, 
who being priſoners too, muſt expet 
every minute to be carried away of 
the devill, who keeps you in priſon, 
2 Tim.2.26. into'the terrible place of 
execution, called hell, there to be ro- 
{ted; and to be burned, and tormen+ 
red, not by a ſmall, but agrearand 
| mighty fire, which the wrath or breath 
| of God, like a (treame of brimſtone, 
doth kindle, Eſa. 30. 33. even for 
everandever, if Chriſt tree you not; 
nay, ſuppoſe a man might e{cape ſuch 


{.vehis life, it he would but goe torth 


|free nim, falling downe betore him, 
and! 
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a temporall puniſhment of fire, and 


out of priſon to his King, who can 


| 


A 


on 
& 


orthe Roſe of Sharon. 


| 


uz 


and ſubmitting himſelfe uuto hints | 


be diſpoſed of by him, doe ye thinke 


ſon, and even runto the King,and do 
any thing rather, that the King ſhall 


he would not willingly leave his pri- | 


command,then burne. Well, you may 
eſcape fo, I am ſure, and therefore 
ſhould ye not gladly leave finne , 


EB which 15 but like a itinking priſon , 
f andgoero Chriſt the King of Kings, 


who requireth no more but your 
comming ,. and the leaving of your 
finnes, and humbling of your ſoules, 
anda ready ſubmiſſion to be diſpoſed 
by his holy will : Ler Satan then ſug- 


. | geit whar he will, ſaying, how can ye 
© torgoe ſuch a darling delight > and 


how canye ſpare ſuch a fweet gaine ? 
and how can ye live without ſuch 
honour 2 you may now eaſily put 


|| kim off with his owne words, fay- 
| ing, « 4/! that a man hath will be give 

| for b# life, are nottheſe thine owne | 
| words > canſt thou deny them Sa- 


tan > thou canſt not, . rhou 'canſt 


£ not , and therefore, neyer: trouble 


us more with theſe infinnations and 
I 3 ___ whiſ: 


Ap— 


] 


—I—_—_ 


= 


| : _ 
5. Dilara:is 


of cis ule . 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


whiſperings of thine, we are reſolved 
to ſuffer ſuch a temporall loſle rather, 
and to goe to Chriſt now, then to go: 
on in our ſinnes to the utter undoing 
and loofing of our poore ſoules for 
everandever. Thus repell Satan,and 
thus be induced, I pray you, to conf1- 
derthe day of your vilitation, and rhe 


ſo you may come home to Chriſt, and 
Chrift may come to you, which God 
in mercy grant for his goodnefle, and 
tor his Chrilts ſake. 
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are tobe removed. 
The firſt is Blindneſſe. 


UrT I amafraid forall this , leſt 
5. LImy perſwaſion. prove truitleſle, 
unlefſe ſome certain impediments, 


whichlie inthe way, be firſt diſſolved 


and removed, and tier. tore Ile now 


moſt terrible canger you are in, that|Þ 


Sixe Lets,which keep men from Chriſt, | 


| 


[] 
1 


beftow 
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beftow ſome of my pains that way, as 
being confident, that, as when the pil- 
lars and poftes of an old tottering 
houſe are taken away,down comes the 
houſe, ſo your former and old Diſpo- 
fitions which I ſuppoſe are now tot- 
tering and wavering already, upon 
that which hath been 1cid already, 

will quickly fall ro the ground, and be 
| [proſtrated unto Chriſt, who looks for 

ſuch, as are dejected and throwne 
down, if thoſe ſeveral poſtes, which 
as yet keep them up, may be pulled a- 
way both by me,and your ſelyes, 

I, I fay by me firſt , who muſt ſhew 
chem unto you, andperfwade you to 
throw them away. 

2. By yourſelves, who muſt follow 
my adviſe, for elfe I can doe you no 

ood, 

For the firſt, that I may diſcharge 
my dutie, I fay there are ſix maine 
polts, orlets, which yet beare up ma- 
ny mens tottering wils, and muſt be 
taken away ; I meane, 

1. Blindn<fle. 
2. Blockiſhneſle. 
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3. Baſeneſle. 

4. Brutiſhneſfle. 
5. -Bitterneſfle. 
6. Buſineſſe. 

1. Blindneſſe 1s a main ſupporter, 
and Keeper up of thewils, and diſpo- 
fitions of men, to make them ſtand 
out againſt Chriſt , and to go without 
him. us ; 

For, 1. as a blind man, doth not ſee 
a Roſe, and theretore cares not for it, 
thoughit be never lo faire ; ſonaturall 
men, being blind, 2 Cormth. 4. 4. can- 
not fee any ſuch excellency and beau- 
tie in Chriſt, tor che which they ſtould 
dcfir him, and therefore they care 


m—_— 


| 


not for Þ1;n, chough they heare us tell 


lice richetime, bur I fay they will 

[NO ſo care torhim , asto go tohim as 
Lov ought, away from themſelves, 
| aig 5 way trom their baſe lufts ; away 
from their pride, and away from all 
|r6cic boſome fins, who be as deare un- 
; :othem, as their right eyes, and right | 
| hands; - | 
2. Asablind man, who cannot ſee. 

. OT 
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or ſmella Roſe, being farre-from ir, 
can put nodifference berween a pain- 
red flower, and atrue narurall roſe, ſo 
'naturall men and women, canput no 
difference between Chrift che true 
| Roſe of Sharon, and the vain and tran- 
firorie delights , pleaſures, profits, 
 whichare bur like painted flowers,and 


| hence it cometh ropaſle, thar they do. 
farre preferre the vanitie of periſhing 


creatures, before the everliving Lord 
of glorie, becauſe they are not able 
to ſee the emprineſſe and nothing- 
neffe of the one, and the fulnef, 


Like Eſops Cock, whopreterred a bar- 


ley corn, before an orient pearle, and 


| | like E/as, who fer a higher prize upon 


a pottage of Lentiles, whereby vene- 
'rable * Beda underſtands vanitie, then 
| upon his birth-righr, whereby was ty- 


'pified the inheritance of the, King- 


dome of heaven, Gen.24. 34. 
If you aske me how ſhall we re- 
[move this blindeſle > 
I Anſwer. x: You muft pray God, 
Char as he opened the eyes of thoſe 
rwo 
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1] | dark- 


two Diſciples that went to Emaus that 
they knew him,ſo he would open your 
eyes, that you may know him and fee 
his glorious beautie , with the eyes of 
your minde , and alſo the vanitie of 
thoſe things, which you do ſo prize 
above him, orelſe I preach in vain. _ 
2, Suffer me to compare both 
Chriſt and thoſe things which you 
prize ſo together , and do you thinke 
onit. For thougha blind man of him. 
felf, cannot pur adifference between 
flowers and flowers by ſight, yet when 
he hears others tell of them he may: 
And ſo mayyou beable to diftinguiſh 
between Chriſt and finne, after you 
have prayed to God to open your 
eyes, and have heard the Minifter 
ſpeak of: bothin the preaching of his ||| 
word, which his divine Majeftie may 
blefſe unto you, who can tell, I for 
my part do infinitely defire it, and pray 
| God that it may be ſo, ſaying,cven ſo, | 
Lord, givethy heavenly benediCtion 
and bleſſing to thy word, that it may 
work and illuminate thoſe men and 
| women , whoſe underſtandings are 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


darkened that they may ſee. 
- Now to the matter. 

As for Chriſt firſt, him Ile deſcribe 
out of the Canticles 5.10,11,12,13,14, 
15,16. concluding thence-from, that 
1. he is more faire. For ſo his faire 
Spouſe tells thoſe which inquired at- 
ter him, ſaying , What # thy beloved 
more then another beloved ,that thou doeſt 
ſo charge us, verl. g. My beloved is white 
and ruddy , verl. 10. of which beautie 
much hath been ſaid alreaty. | 

2. Heis moſt excellent ſtrongand 
valiant ; For he is the —_ among 
ten-thouſand', 'oras the * Hebrew harh 
it, the very foremoſt or ſtandard- 
bearer,amongan infinite multitude, wv. 
ib.ſeealſov.1s.theftrengthofhislegs 

3, Heis' moſt rich. For:.z: hs head 
& a4 the moſt fine gold,even * God him- 
ſelf, who is® richin mercy, and abun- 


34. 5, 6. 2. and his hands are as gold 
rings, ſet with theberyl, that is, his 
*works are moſt rich , and precious, 
even the moſt rare works of his, firſt 


Redemprion ; and ſecondly, Mortifi- 


Cation; 


danr in goodnefle and in truth, Exod. | 


I23 


Is Chriſts 
properties. 


1, Proper- 


Lies 


2, Proper- 
eee, 

* x10 
PRIN 
3. Propex- 
t1EC. ; 

: Gree, mn 
Lo. 

b In 41470 in 
exhauftos 
theſauros cle. 
mute & 
miſeriterdie 
zecte intellie 


c'Dnid enim 
per manus 
Chriſti de- 
ſrpmat ur, ſe 
apcra,que 1 
mundo grſſit, 


Gree ta Loc 


— — — 
i 


perwefitza- 
bilia, j«dcia 
arcana &- 
frofſunda m- 
terpretentiy, 
ge Us in- 
plexa ſunt, 
E340 Wa, 
wa wodazar', 
Ha 4'i2 ut 
cerns, ac d:; - 


noſes Uigurit 


© 'mon a 

L | quibiav 

E | prſſent. T 019- 
ſon m Lc. 
5. Propei- 
tic, 


| 


, 
| 
1 
[ 


| 


The excellency of Chriſt, | 


cation ; and thirdly, SanCtificarion by 

his holy Spiric. 3. and 4 Bel, that is, 
his very death and *mortalitic , im- 
plyed by his belly, as Gregory notes, & 
moſt rich, tending ro incorruptiun and 
immortalitie, ſignified by bright Ivery 
[which is moſt durable, and is aflumed 
among Kingly ornaments, overlaid 


with Saphires} whichare of anaeriall 
and heavenly colour, and fignifie 


thoſe richand heayenly joyes and va- 
rious pleaſures, which Chriſt by his 
death hathpurchaſed for us, ſo that in 
theſe words here, you here of nothing 
bur of gold and precious Jewels, which 
are doubtleſfle ter. down, to ſer forthif 
che ineſtimable riches of Chrift. 

4. He is moſt wiſe. For 4% <lscks|Þ 
are buſhie and black as a Raven, that is, 
his wiſdome 1s molt admirable , andiÞ 
kts counſels ſo myſterious and paſt 
finding our, ſodeepand dark, as that 


wifi periero, | NONE CAN Match orreach them. 


oY HEmoſt harmleſſe, and fivgle 
eyed, for hs eyes are a5 rhe eyes of doves 
by therivers of waters, waſhed with milk 
and fitly ſet, that 13, 'heis moſt —_ 
and! 


hs. DA 


EBay 


- | _ =—_ 
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and innocent,inall his works general- 
ly, andin his all-ſeeipg fprovidence, 
eſpecially as interpreters note, v. 12. 

6. He is moſt pleaſant. For hs 
cheeks are 4s a bed of ſpices, as ſweet 
flowers, his lips like lilies dropping (weet 
ſmelling myrrh , verl. 13. whereby 1s 
ſet forth unto us, both the ſweetneſle 
of his diſpoſition, and the graciouſ- 


nefle of his verball expreſſions, which |. 


have proceeded out of his mouth, as 


Matth, 1. 28. and /ohn 6. 37. Scealſo 
verſ.16. his mouth is moſt ſweet, or all. 


ſweetneſſes, as the Hebrew hath ir. 


— 
Re * 
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f 1dem a6, 


6. Proper. 


tie, 


DÞPRN 
PN 


7. Prc pcr- 
re, 


-. Heis moſt ſure. For h# lezs are| 
| | 45 pillars of marble, ſet upen ſockets of | 


fine gold, in regard ofthe * ſureneſle of, 


{| the word of prophecie , ſpoken both 


by him and his. | 

$. He is moſt ſublime and high. ' 
For his countenance is as Lebanon, ex-' 
cellent as the Cedars] 1. as* Lebanon] 
which is a moſt lottie mounraine. 
2. excellent as the Cedars] which are 
both high and incorruptible, as 
Chriſt is. \ | 

g. He is molt amiable and raviſh-' 


| eſt in quo 


ECGreg. it 
L oc 

2 Pel.1.19, 
20, | 
8, Preper- 
re, 


| 
| 
| 
lu Libanns | 
q ippe mens | 
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aſgſenys 


1. Dz fe- 
Fence, 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


ing. For ſhe concludeth. He & altoge. 
ther lovely, orhe is all deſireable things, 
as the Hebrew phraſe doth ſet him 
forth more emphatically, to ſhew that 
in him there is all thar we can defire. 

But now what are all thoſe things 
which you prize ſo much above 
Chriſt, but 1. moſt fowle , like dung, 
Phil. 3.8. in compariſon of Chrift, 

2. And likewiſe moft weake and 
unable to help you,and to deliver you 
inthe day of wrath, takea view. 

1. Of Riches. 

2. Ot Pleaſures. 

2. Ot Honours, 

To begin with Riches, letamanen- 

rofle all the wealthof the land , and 
fill his houſe full of filver, and gold, 
and let then Gods wrath ſeaze upon 


will be able to deliver his Soul; No, | 
No, they cannot, they cannot, do that 
which properly belongs ro Chriſt, 
who alone is able to free us from that 
wrath, Eſa. 63. 3. and hence is that 
excellent ſpeech of Solomon, riches, 
profit not inthe day of wrath, Prov. 


him, and ſee, whether all his treaſures 'þ 


SS a fs ou Lo fu gum > ftw cms \ Nan R8a a... tm twco 2c -....c ESRD 
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11. 4. Remember Spira, (who once 


_—— 


was exceeding covetous of money, 
ſo as that he got abundance of wealth) 
what good could all his great eſtate, 
which he preſerved by his apoſtaſie, 
dounto him in the ſenſe and feeling 
of Gods flaming wrath, None at all. 
2. So pleaſures, how weake are 
they to reſcuea man then, . when the 
wrath of God is upon him, Balſhazzar 
you know wanted nothing that might 
either pleaſe hisdaintie palate, or de- 
light his amorous eyes, and yetloe 
how, when he did even wallow in plea- 
ſure, his countenance was changed, 


that the joynrs of his loynes were loo- 
ſed, and his knees, ſmote one againft 
the other, becauſe the Almightie did 


Þ [begin to maniteft his wrath againſt 


him, by a hand writing upon his wall, 
whoſe meaning as yet he knew nor, 
which notwithſtanding he was ſo per- 
plexed in histhoughts, as that neither 
wine nor women could pleaſe him at- 
terward, for the text ſaith, He cryed a- 


an to bring in Aſtrologers, &c.Dan.g.7. 


— — 
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and his thoughts troubled him; Soas | 


whereas 


mma 


Spira rela- 
ted and 
confefled 
ſo much 
himſelfe, 
that he was 
exceeding 
Covetous., 


Dan. 5.1, 
| 2,34,5, 0. | 


— 


| was caten up of wormes, becauſe he 


| wrath. 


and highplaces; let a man be carried 


The excellency of Chriſt, 
whereas before he called for the veſ” 
ſels of the Temple , and fordrinke, 
&c. Now he calls for Caldeans to 
know the meaning of the hand wri- 
ting, which he conceived to be 3- 
gainſt him, becauſe his own conſci- 
ence accuſed him, thus neitherthe 
delicateſt bel'y cheere , nor the moſt 
delicious love of women, canfree a | 
man from perplexitie in the day of 


3. The like may be ſaid of honours 


upon mens ſhoulders, as the Pope;and 
weare a triple crown upon his head, 
let him b: attended with all the nobi- 
litie of the land , where he lives, let 
him be honoured and 1dolized as a 
god, like Alexander, and Herod, and |. 
then lct Gods wrath fall on him, as it 
d don the laid Herod, Ad. 12.23. who 


gave not God the glory, when the 
people ſaid of his ſpeech, Thus i the 
woicc of a God, and not of a man, verſ. 
22. and then ſee whether all that glit- 


tering honour, and pleaſing A” 
will | 


—_ —_ ” —_— 
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will be able to deliver him from the 
revenging hand of that great and 
mightie God , whoſe wrath burnerh 
like fire, alas it cannot, but Chrift 
can, and none bur Chrift iadeed; and 
ſhould ye not the puta higher eſteem 


upon Chriſt then upon theſe chings ? 

3. Whereas Chrift is moſt richin 
mercy and comfort, thoſe things which 
you priz2-ſo abore Chriſt are moſt 
poore, and vain,and emptic, More par- 


1. Riches are moſt emptie and as 


3. Diffe- 


rence, 


* Like Ca- 
ligulz, who 


unable rocomfort you, as they be un- 
able to deliver you in the day of 
wrath; leta manaccumulate and he 
up wealth like duft, and let him tum- 
ble himſelte upan heaps of ſhining 
*gold, .and ler him ſee whether he 
can excract or attrat ſo muchas one 
dram or dropof comfort from all that 
abundance, to ſuſtaine and to refreſh 
him in_the middeſt of Gotls burning 
ire, and flaming indignation ; Tis all 
ig vaine, he cannot : for riches are 


over-flowing with wealth himſelfe, 


K found 


nothing, as faich the wiſett King, who 


was lo dee 
lighted to 
touch and 


P | cohindle 


money, as 
that laying 
great heaps 
ot pald ina 
ſpacious 
| place, he 
woul 4 
; tread on it 
barefoored 
and ſ»me- 
times cum - 
ble himſelf 
1 it. 
| $4107.18 
| vita. Calip, 


—_— 


dy 
& - 


no | The excellency of Chriff, 


found what he writ by experience;] 


_|befound in them, but do youimagine 
*j what you will. Ile rather 'beleeve 


[and ſweereſt muſick , yet would not 


— 


Prov. 23. 5. Wilt thoucaſt thine eyes up-! 


riches with him are nothing , whereas: 
you thinke that they are ſomething, 
and that thereis ſome true comfort to 


Gods penman,. and his experience, 
then your deluded and abuſed rmagi- 
vations, and ſo conſequently I cannot 


or an emptie cheſt 2 

- 2, Norcanpleaſures comfortyouin 
the day of wrath, and in the houre'of 
death, though your table ſhould be 
covered with the choiſeſt diſhes, and 
your beds ſhould be all of Down, and 
your Cellers ſhould be full of ſweeteſt 
wines, and your eyes ſhould feed on 
che faireſt obje&ts, and your earcs 
ſhould drink in the moſt melodious 


on that which s nathing , for viches beta-\ 
keth her ſelfe to her wings; marke:how!'| 


but conclude , that ſeeing riches are | 
nothing, they can comforrt:nothing in | 
|theday of wrath: for how cana man 
| fetch any thingourt of an emptie bay, 


all 
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[all this be able to comforr your 
hearts, when God is angry , and 


_—_—_——___ 


unmercitull executioner to bring you 
to the place of Gods dreadftulleſt 


che end and period of other dying 
[men, and ſee what little comfort they 
can take in any ſuch thing. Forall is 
vanitie, Eccleſ. 1. 2. thatis,ameere 
* emptineſſe, and therefore theſe 
things muſt needs be ſoroo, andſo 
conſequently unable to yield rhe leaſt 
true and ſolid comfort in the evill 
day, fo as that we may truly ſay of 
them, as 1ob of his friends,” that they 
are miſerable comforters. 

3. What conifort can'a man tikein 
all che honour: and applauſe 'of the 


yield up his ghoft, orelſe is affrighted 
with the terrours of the Almightie? 
let me inſtance in Saul, what content 
could he finde in all his royall pomp, 


crowned King, when God being an- 
gry with him, would not anſwer him, 
K 2 neither 


death approaches , like a cruell and} 


execution, called hell, marke bnt| 


world, when he comes to dye, and to | 


and in the moſt glorious title of a |. 


3 
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* For he 
wasnot $ & 
mie! bur 
Swan 
&@ 94.27 TH 
Ezun, 
1i14teih 19e 
of Samutl, 
i | 1ufiin Mar- 
"TRL dmvpis, 
1 | ec55 fpotd, 
mili.p.1 56. 
| | I heodorer. 
Dyeſt.62. in 
(1 x Regto.1, 
f Holds that 
God Cid 
(peak, thcn 
by a ſhape 
likened un- 
ro Samuel 
his words 
tl are ci:eſle, 
If Hinc ergo 
| perſprerum 
{1 9#0d if/e 
MI Deus un 
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nl Sarmels 
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logua, {ed 
IND. 07” 


| 


1 


| Witch, told him that the Lord was' 


crowns of all the Kipgs of the carth, 


The excelency of Chriſt, ; 


neicher by 4rcames, nor by Yrim, nor 
by Prophets. x 5am. 28.6.a0d when that: 
* (wppoſed * Samuel, raiſed up by a' 


departed from him , and become his! 
enemie, verſ. 16. and that to morrow 
he ſhould be with him, ve-ſ. 19 ? upon 
chat the text ſaith, He fell all along on, 
the earth and there was no ſtrength in| 
him, wer. 20, if that inftant he might! 
have had all the applauſe of Iſracl as| 
much as David, 1 Sam. 18. 7,8. andit' 
one ſhould have ſhewed him all the! 


co make him merry it. had been. in| 
vain; for what comfort canhe take in| 
crowns, and worldly honours and pre- 
ferments, who withina day muſt leave 
the world:,. and looſe all.the glory of; 
it? itis Chriſt and onely Chrift chat 
can then comfort the heart,and cheer| 
it.So Maximinus that great and migh- 

tie Emperour of tlie Eaſt, what com- 

fort could he take in his Imperiall dia- 
Jem, andinall the pompe, honour, 
20d flattering applaulc tha ever filled 
ais eares, and litted up his DR 
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heart, when the wormes, as the juſt 
' executioners of the implacably pro- 
; voked God of heaven, and moſt glo- 
' rious King of Kings did crawle upon 
' all his body ? none at all, though he 
' did even recant and revoke his bloo- 
; dy edicts againſt the poore and harm- 
 lefle Chriſtians, becauſe he was no 
| Chriſtian bimſfelf, and ſo conſequent- 
ly uncapable of comfort, as being out 
of Chriſt , who oneiy cavu and, muſt 
comfort the heart. 

4. Whereas Chrift is moſt w!ſe, 
thoſe things, which you do ſo preterre 
betore Chriſt, are moſt feol;. See 
1 T1.6.6. how they that will be rich fall 
into temptation,and into many fooliſh and 
hartfull luſts', marke , fool:jh Iuſts , the 


like may be ſaid of all things elſe, as| 
'' of vain-glory, that it isa touliſh thing, 


and maketha nan 5 toole, and of the 


| love of * hor , that 1x 15a fooliſh] 


thing, aridof axger, revenge, and exvy, 
| that it is a foohſhthing : tor exger is 
ſaid to reſt in the boſome of foates, and e- 


very maB,; before beturecth into wil. 


dome ,«which. is Chriſt ,_ in Sadomens | 
19 | Wy 4 Proverbs | 
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The excellency of Chrifh, 
Proverbs is judged to'be buta foole, | 
Prov.8$.5. 

5. Whereas Chrift is moſt harm- 
tf thoſe things, which you value a- 
bove Chrift, are moft hurrifull, for r. 
riches like thornes do prick the very 
hearts of their owners, yea, pierce 
them thorow with many ſorrows, and 
drown men in-deſtruction and perdi- 
tion, when they beſo greedy, and co- 
vetous afterthem, x T1m.6.9, 10. 

2. Pleaſures, like the * anglers bait, 
have a hooke hid under their enticing 
ſweetneſſe, wherewith thoſe, rhat are 
inconſiderate , are caught and killed, 
Luke 16.19,23, 25. 

3. Thelike maybe faid of "OM: 
ambitiouſly defired', and purſued, 
that thereby men are caught as with 
ſnares, which the Devilk layeth for 
them ; to carrythem--along with him 
into everlaſtivg fire, prepared forhim, 
andall ſuch, as are like him'f6r pride, 
andother wicked quilities, nip 25. 
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6. Whereupbrt it -comes-t6: vaſſe, 


that ,whereas Ro lt fiveer, thoſe 


other}. 


! 


Ew Sant en. 
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other things, - which you .cſteeme a-- 
bove Chrift, are, 'orwill be inthe end 
moſt bitter the beſt fruit, that can grow- 
trom them , 15 * repentance and re-" 
morſe: of conſcience for ſweet. meat 
muſt have ſower ſauce. - ._. 3 
7. And whereas Chriſt is oft fare, 
| theyare ſt uncertaine and unſtable. 
For inſtance;: r. See 17. 6.17. how 
riches are {iid tobe uncertain, and ri. 


wirics, likean Eacle ; Prov. 23. 5. and 
theretorexhetorme of money agree- 
eth well with che condition of it. For 
it is ſtamped round, becauſe it js fo 
aptto ran'trom him, that ownethit. 

2. The ſame may beipoken of Hs- 
zours, that as in a: wheele the ſpoke 
that now isupward,is by and by down- 


ward : ſo he that towliverth in pompe | 


and honour: may be ſhortly ſo dethro- 
ned from his greatnefle, -as that he | 
may be little the better for all former, 


happinefſe!-; Thus a great King: once? 


applyed the unftableneſſe of a wheele j; 
when being dejected from the.top of- | 


lempiemnar, 


ches ſaith Solomos, betakes her ſelfe to her -_ ou 


is proſperity, and taken priſoner he | 
19 wo + 
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ceived. 


indignity was added to his former Gdif- 
afters,as a complement of his calami- 
ty )as thoſe wheeles turne 1ound, ſaid 
he, ſo doe mens conditions change 
likewiſe, they that are high ona ſud- 
den are brought low. 

3. And are not Pleeſures as varia- 
ble ? are they not ſaid to be but for 4 
ſeaſon * Heb.11. 25. and to paſſe away, 
x {0hn 2. 17. and doe we not find it ſo, 
that asa bird1»the aire, and as a ſhip 
in the ſea under ſayle, and a poſt upon 


—_—_——— 


from us 2 No longer then the meat 
aud drinkeis in our throats, and other 


c:0 we.perceive any pleaſantnefle at 
all ; che conſideration whereof, cauſed 


| * onc to ffirme, that therefore they 


are yopleaſures, but rather deccits of 
pleaſures, becauſe after they be uſed, 
their vigor preſently * expirerh, and 
deparceth, aud is no longer to be per-- 


4 - 
, # 


man wiſely con- 


bereupon a * wiſe 
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pleaſant thingsare in uſe, doe we, or | 
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was inforced to drive a chariot(which 


che 13nd hafteneth away : 1o pleaſures | 
of all ſorts doe poſt * and fly away | 


| _D—_— 
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cludes, that as Eſops dog, being delu- 
ded with a vaine ſhadow of fleſh, loſt 
thetrue fl:ſh : ſo they are bkewife all 
deceived, who in ſtead of chetrue de- 
lights of the ſoule, conſiſting in ver- if 
rue, hunt after the vaniſhing plea- 
ſures of the l-ſh ; anſwerably where- | 
unto, ſay I, may we affirme rhe very 
ſame of thoſe, who leaving Chriſt, thar | 
is moſt firmly and uachangeably plea- 
ſant,embracewith Demas the tranfito- | 
ry pleaſures ofthis preſent world; 8&1 de-| 2 T1410 
fire you whoareſuch, to lay it to heart, | 
and rothinke ſcriouſly of it, that you| I 
mayFhinge your minds, before God 
change our conditions, which tor| | 
ought I know may be very ſhortly. 
3. .And are. nor all theſe things, | 3.Diffatce. | 
whi.h you doe 'fo dote upon, moſt | 
| baſe and low, :even much below your | 
immortall and heavenly borne ſpirits, | 
whereas Chrift is moft high and ſub- Þ 
lime ; and therefore were much fitter z 
for your high-and immateriall ſoules, | 
then thoſe baſe. things here below? 
Take a ſurvey of: ſome of them': 
I. Whitis/ Beauty in men or wo- 
men, ' 
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The.exceleney.of Chrift, 
men; but a little coloured skin, cove- 
ring raw fleſh ; and Tometimes, much 
rotten ſtuffe,and corrupt matter, that 
lyeth hid under a faire: outhide, as that 
faire Emperour of Rome. once wrote 
toa'friend of his,ſo:as that Gods word 
might well: ſay, that fayouris deceit- 


— 


ts thete no difference «then between 
this vaine, and Chriſts matchlefle 
fairenefle, both inwardand outward? 
and js not that ſame firter for your 
ſublime ſpirits, then that whichis ſo 
lowand vain ? 22. 15 030} 
2.' What is Meat ; which. the: bafe 
glutton preferres before Chriſt, bur a 
morſell of a dead bird , or beaft', or 
ſome other livelefle: creature , .too 
low an object for man, -who'being the 
maſter-peece of earthly creatures;and 
Lord of them all, ſhould' infinitely 
preferre the Lord Chriſt, ' who being 
moftublime;and the'verytood of the 
foule, is moſt fit for his:uhſatiable ap- 
petite,and for his aſpiring: Spirit'?. 
' 3. Whatis/2ec,:which-the drun- 


| kard preterrethibefore Chriſt, bat on- 


ly 


CA ED 


| 


full and beauty vain2;Prov.3z 1. 302 and| 


| arteReſe of Sharon: | pg | 
ly rhe refined -bloqd of the vine, which 
ſprings up from rhe earth, too lowan 
objetallotora man inſpired withan| 
immortall ſoule, which: he ſhould ra- ; | 
ther inebriate and make drunke- with | 
the blood of that high and cceleſtiall' 


vine, which;came down from heaven, | 


CON 2 0 Vo WF MO BY TS 


roſariate ourthirfty ſoules on eatth ? ; 


4, Whatare Clothes, buteither the 
excrements of wormes, or the hatres 


and coats of beaſts, borrowed of | 


them, or rather taken from them by 
violence? which cauſed *. once Deme- 
,ax to checke a vaine man for being 
proud upon; his purple clothes; whil 
pering theſe words 1nto his cares; 

' Heus tu,hes ante te geſtabat ove, 
.-. Thi 4 ſheep did weare before yois: + 

_ Compare then that which comes 
from-beaſts here below with Chriſt, 
who'comes ſrom:above, and1s 2farre 
more fitter object for your immortall 
fpirits, which he is. moſt willing, to 


clothe with himſelte\ as with a * gar- | 


ment,more glorious then. the ſun, chat 
ſoydu mayi{carne to:ſet a higher prize 


9pgn:ſo low ahd-:baſe: an lobject, as | 
Mt: | : your 


hs Eraſm [.8, 
 ApIpbi, 


fr AAA At us Pa ee —— <> O———— =Y 


—_— 


—__ 


The excellency of Chriſt, 


your cloathes are, then upon Jeſus| 
Chrift, the Lord of glory, and upon 
the garment of his ſalvation. 
| Fs. And whatis «pptaxfe but alittle}. 
vaniſhing breath, and a paſling ſound, 
which alſois tolowan obje tor that 
immortall breath, which breatheth in| 
your humane breaſts, and ſhould be 
fed with no ſuch corrupted aire,cxha- 
ling from finfull and corrupt men; but 
| wich the incorruprible, high,and hea- 
venly ſpirit of Chriſt, and with his 
everlaſting and bright ſhining glo«| 
|ry? 
6. | 6. Againe, whatis wealth, gold 1 
meane and filyer , buta little ſhining 
clay, and painted earth > too low an 
object likewiſe for ſach lofty ſpirits,as 
lodge in'theſeyour'breafts, whoſhould 
rather pant after thoſe high and hea» 
*5cilice: ij | Venly, and incorruptible treaſures and 
pg, : _— _ are 1n Chrift, _ 2.3, y 
na | whom dwcllcth all the fulne(ſe of the God- 
- "hi head, which is >a a8 of all ri- 
abr ches * bodtly, Col.z.g9. 
£.15fws\ 7. Andiaftly,whereas in Chrift are 
9.Diffue.c al defirables. it may be truly ſaid. cf 


= -. > * - 
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| tenting and ſatisfactory, as that one 


ſophers ſtone, if he may poſhibly be 


| or the Roſe of Sharon. L 141” 
| 


_ —— 
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all other earthly things, which are ſo 
| preferred before Chrift, that there is 
, NONE of them all ſo abſolute or con- 


might ſay, now I have enough, I de- 
ſtreno more. Will you ſee inſtances? 
Leta man empty all the ſpicy Iflands 
of their fragrant ſpices, and let him 
| evacuate all the richeſt mines in 
| America of their moſt precious mi- 
| nerals, and let him find out the Philo- 


otten, and then let him turneall that 
he touches with ir into beaten and ſhi- 


empty the Erythrean ſeas of their ori- 
ear and brighteſt pearles;nay,let him'« Hem 
ingroſſe and get into his hands the | <nviuw 
whole materiall, and moſt ſpacious 94iden ef: | 
world, 'whichthe ancient Poets have —— 
called ari parlor, that is,infinite, by rea- rum novem 


"H . miulltum,es 
ſon of hiz vaſteneſle, and incredible — 


And yet Idare fay, that all this will ' Zeucar 
; deczes mille 


not, yea, cannot farisfie the infinite, 


and immeaſurable appetite of his tri- \Daxew 


angled and unſatisfiable heart : For 99/:Cbrift. | 
| trafi,z.c | 
how +» $+ To 0 


i 
—_ 


' ming gold , and beſides allchis,let him | 


bigneſle, in its * circumference. | autem babe. | 
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The excellency of Chriſt, : | 


how. can ſuch a-roung globe as the 
worldis,filla triangle ? and what faith 
the wiſeſt King that ever ſwayed ſcep- 
ter upon; earth. : He that loverh ſilver, 
ſhall not be ſatisfied with filver, Eccleſ. 
9.5 FIT 40 £ 

Hence * Alexander that great Pel- 
lean Monarch, havinga world of king. 
domes,yet weeps, and takes on,and 1s 
diſcontented ; becauſe he heard that 
there was but one world for him to 
conquer ;whereas his inlarged heart 
did wiſh that there had been many 
MOTE. #Þ, 4 hh 0907 

2, Let a man'drinke in pleaſures 
like a river, and let himfill his belly 
with the moſt exquiſite and delicious 
vatietiesof mear and drinke, let him 
bave the* faireſt woman in the worlds: 
circumference, and let him pleaſe his 
cares with rhe.moſlt raviſhing and en- 
chanting muſicall harmonies} and yer 
I dare ſay, he will not bepleaſed, bur 
fitid a vexation and wearinefle, and 


| and unſatisfiablenefle, and emprines, 


even in the affluence and falnefe of þ 


all theſe earthly Paradifes, .if you will 


10t | 


tne 4; ek 


»  _— 


by tbe Roſt e of- Shar os. 


notbeleeve me;jbeleeve Solomon, who 


for his part: enjoyed as much pleaſure 
as was poſlibly robertaken in the moſt 
dainty diſhes ,, orſweeteft. wines, or 
beautifulleft women, orthe moſt plea- 
ſing and melodious muſicke, as you 
may read, Zccleſ.2,' 1 ſaid inmy heart, 
goe-to'wow, I will prove thee with mirth, 
therfore enjoy pleaſures,c+c.ver.1.again, 
1 fought in my heart ts give my ſeife to 
wine,ver.z. 1 gate me men-ſinecrs, and 
women-ſingers, and the delights of the 


ſonnes of men, 'as muſicall inſtruments, 


and that of all ſorts, ver,s, and whatſo-| 
ever mine eyes deſired, 1 kept not from|' 


them, 1 withheld not my heart from any 
Joy s' for my heart rtjoyceth in all. my la. 
bours,ver.10. adde his ſeven hundred 
wives,princeſſes, and three hundred con. 


cabines, t King.1t.3. and hisdaily.de- | 


licate proviſion of Harts, Ro-bucks, 
and Fallow-Deare,-:and fatted foule, 
beſides fatted oxenand ſheep, 1 Kize. 
4+22,23. 

And yet at laſt he could draw no 
other concluſion from all ſuch premi- 
ſes, but the very ſame which I have 


Ms 


here | 


= 
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ſhall find in the end even an emprines 


|low thisſun,there are or can beall de- 


-.| dare fay that allthar aiery and glicre- 
'| ring glory will nat content the moſt 


| Theexcelencyof Chrifl, | 


here ſer downe, affirming that a man 


and wearinefſe, and: trouble in-the 
very fulneſſe of all ſuch. pleaſing and 
fugitive follies. Heare him ſpeake, 
I ſaid of laughter thou art mad;: and 
of mirth what doth it ver.2. Again,then 
I looked on all the works that my hands 
ha4mwrought,&c. and behold all was wa- 
nity an4vexation of ſpirit, end there was 
no profit under the ſunne ;, and therefore 
I ſaid,that onely en the ſuppe, that is,in 
Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneffe , and 
notunderthe ſunne , or in things bes- | 


firables. | 

3. Let a man haveas much hozour 
as the fiſhes in the great ocean have 
watcr; let him even ſwim in the prat- 
ſes of mn, and let him flye upon the 
wings of fame, and foare as highasan 
Eaple, let him draw in the breath of a 
world of applauding flucterers,yea,let 
bim live by ſuch breath as the * Cha- 
mzleon doth by the aire, and yet I 
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os, and greedy defire of hisaſpiring | ww 
and nnfarisfiable breath, or ſoule, | z/al.2,. 
which ever craves more till be doe fill | V4 offi } 
it,whois called the King of glory, and | 11 5ts 
God Almighty, orall-ſafficient, and|,,,,1. | 
all-honourable, Ger.17. r. See Eft. 3. | 
how reftleſſe, and how diſcontented 
ambitious Haman win; even then, 
when Ahaſurrus had promoted him, 
[and ſet his ſeat above all the Princes 
that were with him, ver.r. becauſe 
Mordec4i, apoore deſpiſed ſew, who 
fate in the gate, and did not bow to 
him,the text ſaith, he ws full of wrath, 
ver.s. ; 

None of all his mounting greatnes 
and towring honour could then fatis- 
fie his vexedand diſcontented mind ; | 
which ſhewes how ſmall a matter will 
marre andunglorifie all the ſtatelieſt | 

omp, and moſt refulgentand admi- 
redgloryof the world ; oy POOrE 
caitife, and moſt vileft wretch; retu- | 
'fing to adore it,and to ftoop thereun- 
to,1s able to eclipſe it, and to create | 
evenalittle hellin the aſpiring mind | 
of a vaine-glorious perſon, who there- | 
L fore, |. 


po — 
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146 | Theexcelency of Chrifl, | 
* New c:e\ tore,as a * father ſaith wel, may be ſaid 
quot horizes | to have as many Lords, unto whom, 
he Feta. |heis ſubject, as there be men among 
cls con- [all the people , among which he 11. 
—_— - |veth, though in his mind he doe deſ- 
tot dowinis | piſe them all, ſo that honour cannot 
 |/#ijcitr., |poſfibly fſatisfie. 1t Alexander get up 

_ into the impeZ.l throne of Darizs, 
hor.42. 12 | aud be made a Monarch of the world, 
| ©:61p.334-|yetthat will not content and ſuffice 
his aſcending and lofty mind, but he 
muſt needs be Deifted too, and called 
'* Buixe, |a* God, and Iupiter in ſteadof King 
| [Cnils. | King Philip mult be his father. Good 
P-257% [ God, what will not the reſtlefle ſoules 
of men doe and deſire, when they be 
out of Chriſt,'who onely can and muſt 
ſariate our endlefle appetites, being 
himſelfe alldefirables , and the onely 
ocean of all defirables, whence they 
doe originally flow, and whether they 
doe finally returne : ſoas that Paulin: 
might well ſay of him, ashe did inthe 
wantof all things, Tu es mhi omnia, 
chou Lord art to me in ſtead of all 
chings. Have what you will, defire 
whar you will, and yet youſhall want 
| | one} 


il 


i 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 
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one thing or other ſtill, till you come 
home to Chrift, and he be unto you 
all in all, The Lord open your eyes, 
that you may now ſee all theſe diffe- 
rences clearly,and weigh them duely, 
and compare them together wiſely, 
that ſo you may chule at laft the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, 1n whom are all defira- 
bles,unfainedly,and alſo may be ſaved 
everlaftingly. Amen,Good Lord, ler 
itbe even ſo, if it be thy will to haveir 


ſo. 


PLOT. 2% 


of Blockiſhneſſe, the ſecond Let. 


He ſecond let which here muſt be 
pulled away,is Blockiſhneſſe, wher- 
by many men and womenare fo ftupi- 
fied, as that they care as little for this 


roſe of Sharon,as a great many of your 


| blockiſh countrey - peaple care for 
other roſes, though they-have' great 


ſtore of them in the! countrey : For 
they doe noticonceive that they may 
| L x : be 
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The excellency of Chriſt, 


be ſicke and ftand in ſome need of 
them, and therefore they will not 
take the paines to gather them, and 
to preſerve them againſt a time of 
faintneſſe or ſicknefle which may hap- 
[pen ; Nor doe a great many men 
among us once ſeriouſly thinke upon 
\the evill day, when Chriſtthe roſe of 
Sharon willdoe a man more good then 
- {this whole world, it it were turned in- 
to one entire lump of gold, nay, they: 
doe even purpoſely pur off all ſuch 
penfive thoughts as now and then doe 
[mind them of ſuch a day : Like that 
timorous King of France , who char- 
ged all his followers, that they ſhould 
not once name before him that moſt 
dreadfull, fearfull name of death;they 
| doe not deſire to thinke that ere long 
they muſt ficken, and dye, and come 
tojudgement ; and theretore,though 
 twe Miniſterstell them never fo much 
of Chriſt;and doe even filltheir cares 
with Chriſt, and make them even 
weary to heard ſo muchof Chriſt, yet 
ca we doe:them no good, becauſe 
they be ſo bloekifh, as that they can- 


not 


_— 


not or will not remember their latter 


out of the way this blocke, if thou be 
yet outof Chriſt, and remember that 


nefle; and of gloomineſle, 4 day of 
 clouds;and of thicke darknele, 7oef 2: 
2.when thou ſhalt lie downe vpon thy 
death-bed,iffthy laſt ficknefle,unlefle 
God take thee away ſuddenly. When 
the* keepers of the houſe, thine armes 
ſhall tremble, and the * trong men, thy | 
knees ſhall bow themſelves, and he | 
grinders thy teeth,F mean,ſhall ceaſe, 
and thoſe that looke out at the windowes, 
even thoſe yery eyes of" thine ſhalt be 
darkened, when friends will be tron- 
blefome unto thee, thy ſervants or 
thoſe that ſhall keep thee, will not be | 
able topleafe thee, when ſpeaking will 
ſpend thee, and filence grieve thee, | 
and thy wife and children, thofe pie- 
ces of thy ſelfe, in another kind, wee- 
ping abvut thee will rorment thee, 
and when thy feet will begin ro grow 
cold, and thy face to waxe pale, thy 
lips and mouth to retire, thine eyes 


L 3 | to 


end. So that needs thou muſt remove | 


a day is comming, evena day of dark- | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. E 1 
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to pitch, thy rongue to faile, thy teeth 
rocloſe, thy breath to faint, thy heart 
to beat and ake ; and when the me- 
mory, the magazine ofthe ſoule, as 


4 


* one aptly termes it, will recount all 
that thou haft done, thought, or ſpo- 
ken, and Satan, yea, many devils and 
malignant ſpirits will in this thy laſt} 
aſlaulr with combinedforces ſur- 
round thy bed, and lay to thy charge 
what thou now ſlighteſt, even thy 
moſt abhorred underprizing and un- 
dervaluing of the Lord Chriſt, and 
thy wiitull neglet of a number of 
poiden ſeaſons, and preciqus duties, 
befides an infinite multitude of other 
moſt grievous and haynous abomina- 
tions, youthfull lufts, and execrable 
polluticns, extortions, oathes, cur- 
ſings, revilings, and the like, which 
will moſt bitterly aggravate the unex- 
pretlable * paine of death, who in the 
meane while will put thy whole dying 
body into a moſt grievous and coldeit 
ſwear, as an infallible * evidence thar 
nature is now yarquiſh: d, yea, will be 
ſure to batter chiefly thy once ſtrong- 
eſt 


=—_— - 
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eft caſtle the heart, ſtraightening and 
diſtreſſing it round on every fide, and 
burſting the very ſtrings of it, to 
make the Iaſt fatall breach, and to 


| fetch out by force and maine ſtrength 


thy poore and trembling ſoule, and to 
deliver it, it thou dye out of Chriſt 
(which God forbid) unto his fellow, 
the ſecond death, to be tormented for 
ever and ever : For therefore it is 
written, Luke 12.20.thos foole, this night 


thy foule ſhall be required of thee, * or. 


they ſhall require thy ſoule of thee. 
Marke they, and who they be, thinke 
ye? the firſt death, and the ſecond, one 
ſucceeding, as it were, aud ſeconding 
the other ; and therefore I beſecch 
you, think bur ſeriouſly and frequent- 
ly on this your laſt ficknefle, and upon 
your latter end, whichis approaching, 
and be not ſo blockiſh as formeriy 

ou have been : Forthen,as the litcle 
Bee, which ſoſooneas flowets ſpring, 
goeth abroad, vieweth the gay diape- 
ry,, and the variety of the ſwceteft 
flowers , growing in the coloured 


[fields, fraights her thighes, maketh a 


L-4 Curious 


or the Roſe of Sharos, [ 51 
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curiqus combe,and ſo betimes hoards 
up honey in the pleaſant ſummer 
againſt the cold, ſadand troubleſome 
winter : ſo-you cannot chuſe but take 
this golden opportunity, which God 
in mercy offereth you, cauſing the 
moſt ſweeteſt roſe of Sharon, even Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelfe, bleſſed for ever,to 
ſpring,as it were,and to appeare. Here | 
| before you, Ifay you cannot but goe 
forth now forthwith, & uſe the means 
formerly ſhewed, that you may ſucke, | 
provide, and pget,I will not ſay a little 
corruptible honey out of thismy text, 
which is Chriſts owne ſpeech ; bur 
Chriſt himſelfe, who is ſweeter then 
honey, though it be made never ſo 
pleaſant with che moſt fragrant roles, 
againſt that moſt heavy , moſt grie- | 
vous, and ſorrowtull winter of your 
latter end, which is to come. 
The Lord make you thinke upon 
it, that you may not neglect or tor- 
{low this moſt pleaſant ſummer day of | 
your moſt gracious viſitation, in the 
which rhe Lord Chriſt doth ſo bleſ- 
ſedly appeare unto you inhis bleſſed 
word, | | 


[ 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


word, and proffters himſelfe unto you. 
ſo lovingly and pleaſantly, like a roſe 
full freſh and faire in the field, - 


—_— 


| SECT. 14+ 
of Baſeneſſe,the third Let. 


3s S ſome baſe people will: not 

Agee roſes to beftrow their 
cloathes and roomes with the ſame, 
though they ſmell moſt odiouſly and 


abominably, becauſe they can endure | 


any ſent, and make no reckoning of it, 


being uſed. to. it : ſo carnallmen and | 


women are ſo baſe and ſordid, as that 


they will not get Chriſt, becauſe wx | 
l 


are ſoaccuſtomed to the filthy ſme 

of ſin,as that they doe ſcarſe perceive 
it themſelves, though a ſtranger to 
them, wheis not uſed to ſuch anabo- 
minable ſent, doe ſmell it quickly;and 
therefore, I pray you be {cniible of 
this baſenefſe, and rematre it by la- 


{mels, which your filthy: hearts doe 


COn- 
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| 


| | bouring to be ſenſible of thoſe odious | 


men ty. 


9 . 
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| continually exhale and. fend forth, as 
it is written, that every imagination of 
the thoughts of mans heart(by nature) s 
onely evill continually ,Gen.6.6.and that 
out of the heart proceed evill thoughts, 
| murders, adulteries, forwications, thefts, \ 
falſe witneſſe, blaſphemies, which defile 4 
24n,Mat.1y.19,20. 

| Doe yenort ſmell theſe abominati- 
_ fons brethren {Iſpeake but to the guil- 
'ty)nay ſhould ye not perceive them 2 
how can you chulſe ? every body that 
 knowes you, cannot but take notice of 
you how baſely you carry your ſelves, 
and how ftrangely you be overſwayed 
with fiercenefle and anger, and with 
 monftrons pride, which doth. cven 
 ftinke before God and man,and ſome. : 
times with filthy avarice, :and other 
times with that deteftable finne. vf |. 
drunkennefie , and therefore ſeeing 
others note you, can you not, and 
ſhould you not obſerve it in your 
felves,beipg privy to your very hearts 
and moft: fecrer and reſerved imagi- 
nations , which others know not 1o 


well as you 2 Well you know that it 
one 


| 


——— 
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one doe ftirre ina dunghill, and pur it 
abroad, it will ftink ſo much more then 
it did before, ſoas that one muſt needs 
ſmell it,and Þdoubt not but if you ſhall 
ſtirre buta little 1n this _— I. ran- 
ſacking your hearts ; and 2. ripping u 

your "La and fifring them exit. 
you ſhall ſmell more of your odious 
finnes then ever youdid ; andthere- 
fore, ſearch yourſelves, and ſo labour 
to come to the ſight and-fenſe of all 


Chrift to ſweeten you, as roſes 
ſweeten our houſes, 

And here looke backa little I pray 
you to the ſecond branch of the ſe- 
cond generall ofe tending to conyi- 
ion :. For I confefle that there is 
ſuch a neare affinity between this let 
and that uſe,as that one may be ſaid to 
embrace & to re-i1mbrace the other, 
and that both agree in one, I meane 
in one end principally. For as there I 
did labour to make men ſee that they 


their abominable thoughts, words 
and works to fit them for Chriſt, and; 


our abominations, that you may get 
Cl 


[_155 


are ont of Chrift by the ill ſayour of | *© * 


F 7 for 


WI 


© | forthe. meanes tobe uſed for the get- 
tingof Chriſt, that they may ſee what 
need they have of Chrift - fo here I 


I can, of that fame odious favour, .up- 
braiding them with their execrable 
 baſenefle, that 7 may rake away that 
which letreth, after men have heard 


"much of Chriſt, and know what they 


[them before and behinde, as fighting 
ifouldiers are wont to:doe in the wars, 
'to make fome yeeld, who yet. will 


againſt Chriſt, ſuppoſing that they are 
'for Chriſt, and Chrifts already, and 


;they are againſt Chrift, as may:ap- 
{peare by the odious ſent of their cor- 
'rupt hearts and lives, both to others, 
and to.themielves,:but to themſelve 
eſpecially. - - 

[3 Brethzen, thisis myaimel tell you, 
and thereforg] bave purpoſely ſuper- 


added this,18t of Batcnefle, nor for-| 


| gerting my ſelfe what I had faid inthe 
Prey uſe of conviction, but intend- 


| Theexcellency of Cbrif, | | 


ſtrive againe to make men ſcnfible, if 


; muſt doe to-obtainie Chriſt , preſſing 


{need not goe to Chriſt, when indeed} 


1ng. 


| {ſtand it out and- maintaine the field | 


TT” Roſe of Sbarom. 


ingto ſecond that by this, becauſe I 
knaw that elſe all my preaching and 
my labour will be in vaine, if men be 
not made ſenſible of the nioft odious 
ſent oftheir abominable deeds ; and: 


q 7. 


| www felis C) bend pros W 


on tht contrary, thatif men doe once 
ſmell che intolerable ſtinch of their 
very deareft and moſt delicious fins, | 
| they will then labouras much as they 
can for that ſweet roſc of Sharon, Jeſus 
Chriſt, to perfume and to ſweeten. 
their moſt corrupt and filthy hearts : 
For doe we. not ſee how men will 
fetch roſes, and other flowers and 
perfumes to perfume their roomes, | 
it by reaſon of one that dyed of a fil- 
thy diſeaſe, and ſtinks moſt abomina- | 
bly, they cannot otherwiſe ftay in! 
theit houſes, as not being able toen- 
dure the odious and peftilent ſent 
wherewith the dead corps doth fall}. 
the ſame ? and therefore I doe pro- 
portionably conclude , that if men; 
were but or could be ſenſible of that 
infinitely more abominable and ex- 
ecrable ſmell, which that body of 
death, even finne within their hearts 

eVa- 


| 
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M————— 


evaporates, and ſends forth conti- | 
nually out of their hearts, they 
would not goe ſo as they doe with- 
out Chrift that heart-ſweetning roſe 
of Sharon , but rather cry out as thoſe, 
LAYTs 2. 37. What ſhall we doe to get 
Chrift , that he may take away this 
moft odious ſent, which we are no 
longer able to endure, and with the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 24. O wretched 
men that wee are, who will- deli- 
ver us from that ſtinking body of 
death > Oh that Chrift would doe 
it ! and oh thatwe were but able to 
get Chriſt to doe it. 


— - 
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SECT. IF. 


of Bratiſhneſſe the fourth Let. © 


— _n—— 


4. Re is much brutiſhneſſe like- 

wiſe in the hearts of a great 
many men and women, which keeps 
them from Chrift : For as the bruit: 
beafts areall for grafſe , and care not; 


their victuals and belly cheare, and 
ſenſuall delights, asthat they doe not; 
 atall regard Chrift. See Luke 14.20. 
how one of the gueſts there invited to; 
the great ſupper, doth upon this very 
ground refuſe tocome, 1 have married 
awife,faith he, and therefore, cannot 
come. Marke, 1 cannet comeperempto- 
rily, whereas the former deſired to be 
excuſed onely, which plainly ſhewes, 
how hard it is for a* luxurious perſon. 
tocome to Chriſt, who is the good 
cheare of that great ſupper,wherefore 
| be divorced, I pray you from luxury, 
| which 


gr 


for roſes, ſo are they altogether for| 


| 


| U59 


4. Lrt 


| Brunel 


"I uxunofs 
nm per 
tium nicely 
cutie. 
Darand, 
VC 1408, l. 6. 


fol 157. 
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withdraw your ſelves buta little from 
your pleaſures, ſports, meat, drinke, 
and carnall company ; and then confi- 
der of this bufinefle which doth ſo 
much concerne the eternall welfare 
of yourneverdying foules, for then 


- [and not till then there is hope that 


you will care more for Chrift then 
everyou did yet. 'Take one * Theods- 
ru for an example, when asa great fe- 


a great feaſt was at his farhers houſe, 
and many were invited to it, ſomeof 
whom did dance, and others laugh, 
and were merry, he retired himſelfe 
into his cloſet, and expoflulated with 
himſelfe thus : unhappy Theodore, is it 
according to Chrittian religion to 
paſſe tromdelightsto delights!either 
Iam much deceived, or elſe Chrift 
hath ſhewed us another way into the, 
kingdome of heaven ; whereupon, as 
he prayed, that God would not ſuffer 
him to die eternally, and wept, in 
comes his mother and telleth him, 


| 


[rhat he is looked for ; bur he excuſing 
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[which is the wife there meant , and 


ftival = was kept throughall Egypt, | 
e 


_him-| 


— 


rnd aft hand PO cd Gi. fg fs iS and on mo as aa a co. o.} ,} .» On 


* % 


E or the Roſe of Sharos. | 161 | 


himſelfe ſend her away againe, ſay-| 
ing that he was not well in his ſto- 
macke. Thus being alone, he confer- 
red with God and himſelfe about eter- 
nity, and of his former courſe what |- 
iam TI? or what have I been ? or how 
will ic be with me hereafter ? there 
are divers helps to heaven : Ile goe 
that way which is moft convenienc 
for me, but my ftiends will grieveat 
It 2 what then? burmuftI doe it now 
in my youth ? that is hard ; ſoit isin. 
decd to fleſhand bloud ; but experi- 
ence hath taught that late ſervices 
are ſeldome good. Therefore, Now, | 
bur I have. been ranger brought up, : (! 
ſhall I beable to live ſo ftritly?1 hope 
Iſhall, but itis a hard matter to ftrive 
againſt cuſtome:I have hitherto lived 
like a nobleman , and ſhall I now live 
like a poore tnan_? Theodore , what 
thinkeſt thou 2 canſt thou doe ſo ? 
I'le trive what I may, Chriſt is gone 
bat a little before me, ſhall not 1 fol-| 
low him ? Therefore farewell all the 
world, and the things that are in it, 
I care not for you, tarwell,I fay all, bur | 
M wel- 


* 
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| welcome eternity, thou art the onely 
thing I ſecke after, my ſoute lotgerh 
afrerthee, there is Horhing that I de. 


\fire in compariſonof thee.” Wirh that 


 bentof cogitations hereſolved to be- 
come one of Pachomius his ſchollars, 


| and did fo, ſaith my author, and as he 


did thus teavea feaſt, and all, and mu- 


| fedonetervity,and reaſoned the mat- 


cer with his owne ſoyle; when he was 
alone, and ſo welcortied eternity, and 
reſolved tobe a follower of Pachomi- 
& : fo fay I, doeyoutn likermanner, 
firſt retire your ſelves, ferting apart 
one whole day of ftafting atleaſt, and 


| tken, ſecond! 5 pm tons; the mixtrerwith 
| your ſelves Co 


ernifig Chrift, that | 
ſoyou may yet Enbrdce and welcome 


| Chriſt, and betome his fUlowers and 
diſciples, which rhe Lord int ITY 


grant thati it maybe ſo. 
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SECT, 16. 
8 _ Of Bitterneſſe,the fifth Let. 


T He fifth impediment is birrerneſſe. 
4 Foras aroſe of irs quality is * bit- 


or ſeemes to be ſoin regard, r.of the 
law , whoſe bitternefle he that will 
come to Chrift, muſt taſte of Gal. 3. 
24: before he can tafte how ſweet the 
Lord Chiiſt is, Pſal. 34.8: © 2. in re- 
gard of thoſe bitter troubles andper- 
ſecutions,which attend thoſe that will 
live godly 1n Chriſt, 2 Tim.3.12, and 

retard and hinder many from com- 

ming to Ohriſt;bur thac muſt not dif. 
courage you, my dearly beloved: For 
as rhe bitrerneſle is great firſt, and the 


ter : ſo Chriſt is ſomewhat bicter too, | 


P 


5.Letis 
Birtecneſle. 


m3 
* Galen | 7. 
frmpl, Mcds 
CaM. 


troubles many,that ſuch muſt taſte of, 


Chriſt both here and hereafter are 


great, and many, yea, infinitely grea- 
| 2 ter, 


Qs ——_ 


whocome to Chrift : ſothe comfarrs| 
and the ſweetneſſes to be found in| 


—— 


IS 


———— 


| 


| 


: 


| 72 44,[0 our conſolation alſo aboundeth by | 


| havefeltand taſted, even that joy «x- 


| away by the abundance of ſugar which 
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ter, and more then all your greateſt 
and manifold diſcomforts can poſli- 
bly be ; for ſo ſaichthe Apoſtle, 2 Cor. | 
1.5.For «s the ſufferings of Chriſt «bound | 


Chriſt. Secalſo, Eſa.7.22.alfo,r Pet.x. | 
8.and 2 C9r.4.17, Oh that you did bur | 
know what it is to be in Chrift, and | 
with Chriſt ; and oh that you could | 
bur taſte once. and feele what ſome 


ſpeakable and fullof glory! For then you 
would never complaine of any bicter- 
neſſe, thatis in Chri, cvenas he that 
taſtesand takes roſes conſerved with | 
ſugar, never complaineth of any bit-,| 
terncſie, that he finds in the ſame ro- | 
ſes, becauſe their bitternefle is taken 


ſweetneth them': Nay, you would ra- 
ther cry out. ( with Peters in Chriſts 
transfiguration) Lord; it is good for 
usto be here, Marth. 17.4. and there- | 
fore I pray you conſider what I fay,and 
tell me no more of that bicterneſfle | 
which Chrift himſelfe will take away | 
with the abundance of ſygred com- | 
| forts, 


1-1 ſeriouſly either on Chriſt himſelte, or f 


[Rill withour Chriſt. See Zake 14.18, 


[it off , one ſaith, I have bought apiece 


|marke,zeed; gee, and ſee it,I pray thee 


| 


or the Roſe of Sharon.” 


forts, whererewith he will overſyce- | 
ten all your diſcomforts. - 
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SE CT. 17. 
of Buſineſſe,the. ſixth Let. © 


6. T7 laſt impediment is B»ſnes : 

| For as ſome worldly people are} 
ſo bufie and greedy ftill, as that they } 
will afford rhemſelves no time to} 
provide or to gather roſes to preſerve 
them againſt atime of need : ſo there | 
are not a few, who plunge themſelves | 
{o deeply in afea of buſineſſes, as that | 
they can never be at leiſure tothinke} 


onthe gracious meanes whereby they | 
ſhould labour to get Chrift;and heace 
it comes to paſſe, that they alſogoe| 


19. how ſome that were invited tothe 
foreſaid great and bleſſed ſupper, put 


of ground, and I muſt needs goe,| 


3 have! 


--— Aenean, > 


166 The exctlency of ChHR, | 


Q— 


ade Vuſus | have me excuſed, and another faid, ! 
Ha, boves, | ] have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
X07 C:£714m 

Hauſere eca- | 1 ZOE TO Prove them, Ipray thee have 


z,Mundus, | me excuſed, bothare wholly for this 


ura, Car" 


wa, @,. | world, and wholly takeh up with the 
we renatis. | Cares Of this life ; and therefore they 
P#r2rd Ras | Cannot come to taſte how ſweet the 
of =. Lord Chriſt is, whois the cheare pro. | 
is7 -| vided for thoſe that come to 'that 
A moſt happy ſupper of the great God 
of heaven. Wherefore that the ſame 
may notbefall you, doe not you pte. 
Ei tend bufineſſe, ſaying, as once Antips- 
40d Go. | : = Id; 

ria, |er,Kivg of Macedon, faid to one who 
protered him a treatiſe tending ro 
happineſſe, 1 aw not at leaſnre : fo we 
are not nor can be at leiſure to thinke 
| on this matter. For loItender unto 
youſuch a ſubjeEtand theme, as ten- 
deth to everlaſting happineſle , and 
therefore ydu ought to be at leiſure, 
and put off all bufinefit rather then 
Chriſt, who is that one moft needfull 
| Poſe of Sharon, which you muſt prefer 
b*:fore a thovſand worlds, were they 
|all compoſed of the fineft gold, and 
\biirafull with thericheſt ofient pearls. 


—_——_—_—— 
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||| onthe Roſeof Sharon. 
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I pray youthinke on it, that you may 


| put your ſelves indeed uponthe uſe of 


choſe gracious meanes, which in great 
mercy the God of mercy hath by his 
unworthicſt meflenger made knowne 
unto you, forthe getting of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, blefled for ever, putting 
ahde all: other imployments whatſfo- 
ever: For then,and not till then there 
is hope that-ſo many words (ſpoken 
now, and heretofore ) will nor be as 


ſound vaniſhing in the ai-e;but rather 


the might and {trength you can. 
Toirthen,toir, my deare friends, 
whom now it concernes inthe ſecond 
place to follow all theſe my perſwalt- 
ons : AsI ſaid at firft, that as I muſt la- 
our to remove the Lets now difco- 
vered by ſpeaking,and perſwading : fo 
you muſt pull chem away by obeying, 
You have heard how blindnefle, bloc- 


| kiſhneſle, baſeneſſe, brutiſhneſle, buf- 


neſfſe, bitterneſſe,are the poſts where- 


upon your tottcring wils doe ſtand ; 


and you know how. earneſtly I have 


M74 exhor- 


water ſpit upon the ground, and asa| 


chat you will labour for Chriſt withall 


2. Branch, 


CC —— 
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exhorted you all this while to pull 
them downe, and that is all I can doe, 
but vow you muſt not thinke that all is 
done when I have done, No, No, but 
you muſt then begin to be moft buſie, 
when you neither heare nor ſee me at 
home in your cloſets, as I told you: 
you muſt thinke on this matrer ſeri. 


ingly, andlabourto yeeld obedience 
i0 all things conſcionably,that ſo con-' 
ſequently you may carry away Chrift 
for your labour moſt joyfully, having 
devolved and overcome all thoſe un- 
happy Lers moſt blefledly;and there- 
tore when you come home doe nor, as 
you were wont, call for meat, drinke, 
worke, company,ſports, delights; but 
rather call upon your pooreſoules, to 


ſent,and let them recount all that you 
have heard, and are able to recall, and 
ſo tall rothe worke which I provided 
for you at this time, thar is, fall a pul- 
ling, and ſhaking ; and ſee if by any 
means you may pull away theſe fixe 
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ouſly, ponder all things underſtand-| 


whom this word of exhortation is|- 


poſtes or Lets, labouringas for _ to 
| | eC | 


un —nats, 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 169 | 
ſee a difference between Chriſt * and | A» cus 
all earthly things whatſoever, by wo | 
— one with the other, andto | jaticn an. | 
be ſeriouſly mindfull of your latter | nexed to 
end, and to be truly ſenfible of the OY | 
odiouſnefle of your mot filthy fiones, ! :;oa. 
and to weane your ſelves from your 
former brutiſhaefle, which you have 
too too much diſcovered by your| | 
mot eager purſuite after ſenſuall and | 
brutiſh delights, who have higherto] | 
| | Xcpr you from Chrift, and to caſt of 
| || all buſinefſe whatſoever for Chrift his [ 
fake; and if you find this tobeataske 
't0O m_ for you, then,as Sampſon be- | 
ing minded tothrow downe the houſe 
in the which the Lords of the Phuli- 
ftines were, beſides three thouſand | 
men and women, and finding himſelf | 
- too weake and unable for ſo great a | 


OS. 4 $8. EN nv ES HS 6: 


worke,prayed untothe Lord his God, | 
and faid,6 Lord God, remember me, | 749.6. |- 
I pray thee, onely this once, & God, | 37, 38,299 |+ 
that T may be at once avenged of; 3% 
{the Philiſtines for my two eyes, and | 
ſo tooke hold of the two middle pil. | 
lars opon which the houſe ftood, and 


on ' = 


por OO ( ated fred fas Wo 
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| Theexcelency of Chrift, 
on which it was borne up the, one 
with bis right hand,  ahd the other 


with bis lefc, and bowed himſelfe 
with all his mi ht, andchrewdown 


and upon all the people that were 
therein, and flew them ? ſo pray ye 
unto the fame God, ſaying, O Lord 
God, remember us this time, O 
God, that we may be able to pull 
downe theſe fixe. pillars or poſtes 
whereonour tottering wils doe ftand, 
'that they may come down, and there- 
'upon we may be fitted, as being deje- 
ed forthe Lord: Jeſus Chriſt blefled 
for ever, and ſo lay hold on all the 
fixe poſtes or Lets,and pull them with 
'all your might, and then ſee whether, 
if you be both earneftand conſtantin 
your .endeavours , your wils and all 
| theſe Lets will not come downe 2.and 
{ whetherall your lordly fipnes will pot 
' thereupon be even cruſhed, Like the 


Chriſt, of whom Sampfon was a tyPCe, 


there being no blacke in the-way, to 


the houſe, which tell upon the Lords, | 


keephim from you, or youfrom him: 


' Phifiſtines by the mighty power of ||} 


- 


Thel 


[1/Chrift. 
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The Lord ſtrengthen you; that you 


ai? mighty worke, which muſt bring 
you along to Chrift, for Jeſus Chrift 


Il | his ſake,outalone moſt deate and glo- 


ri6us[/Redeemer,” to whom be glory 
forever. Amen. Rom.11.36. 


SECT. 15 
CH exhortation to Gods people to be 
more for Chriſt thez ever thty wete. 


2, Tubs point may ſerve tomcline 
the wills of Gods people : 

'1. Tobemoretor Chriſt then ever 
they were, © 0 
;.-2. To make more uſe of Chrift 
then ever they did. Sh 
Por the ficft, T fay they ſhould be 
more for Chriſt then ever they were, 
tnanifeſting ſo much ; "Iv 
[* I. By a happy andervaluing 'of all 
earthly Vanities 1h cotnpariſon of 


þ 
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may beable to goe — this great | 


II By. 


| 


| 
2, This ſer- 
veth to 1n- | 
cline the | 
wills of 
Gods peo- 
pleyet more | 
ro Chrift- | 
ward. | 


\ 
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| I. Byabolywiliszne/crobe with 
| Chin, ? ; ey tire 
* IH. By a mighty” care to keep 
|| 3x. Tobeginwiththe firſt of theſe 
particulars, how willing ſhovld alt 

Godspeople be to preferre the Lord 
 Chrift bebbreatl things elſe here be- 
 low,evenas they would preferre roſes 
before nettles, and thiftles,and things 
|  lofnovalue, for, 

x. Ground.| x. Chrift, being like a rofe, will 
comfort us, 1ohn 14. 18. where as 
worldly riches, and honours,and plea- 
ſures will but vexe and ſting us, as you 
| have formerly heard. 

2. Being like a roſe, he is moſt 

* precious : For * rofes were. ever 
_. [highly eſteemed ;, among the * Ro- 

| mans eſpecially. | 

'| 3. Chriftisa roſe ſtill : For he faith 
not I have been, but I the * roſe of Sha- 
709, indefinitely, and remarkably, not 
[nominating any time paſt, preſent, or 
- to come, to ſhew that he is nota roſe 
111 fora time qnely, as other fading roſes 
are, though in many other reſpects - 

c 


=_- 


\{ſ|ip hooour, wealth, and pleaſures, and 


—_— 


or the Rofe'of Sharos. 


be like a roſe, No; butthat he isa roſe | 
Rill, faireftill, precious fill, freſh Rill, | | 


even the .immortall and everliviog 
God, Alpha and Omega, che firft and 
thelaft, Rev.r..' 

..' Trae it 1s;that this ſweet roſe once 
withered alittle, when. Chrift died, 
but it was onely for a little while, and 
according te:his humane nature, that 
he.died ; for: his divine nature could 
not poſſibly ſuffer, or die, being im- 
mortall, x 7:91.17. and his humane 
nature roſe againe likewiſe the third 


day, Cor.15.4. Like a true Phoenix, | - 


which burneth himſelfe ro aſhes, and 
| fodieth, and revives again wholly the 


third day; and then returneto his own | 
is Epiph phy- 
-: Thus Chriſt for his part is aroſe till ſols.x 1 


place,as * Epiphanize recordsif.. 


durable and” permanene, ſeeing he 
ever liveth, Heb.7.25. but all earthly 
things elſe are fading, vaniſhing, mu- 
table.I'le inſtance in a man that ſwims 


ouriſhes, like a roſe for a time. 
There is one who writes of a fa- 


Phence. 


114 avis 
Tertullranits 


: 


q#10q8e, 


temide!as, 
& alij, 


mous Phyſician of Cracaw , that he 
did' 


<A. 


Mentionem | 
facium bu- || 


Amlzoſina, | 
| Cyriflis, At- 


| 


——_— 


v4.4 


 Theexceleweyof Chriſt, 


* Silcet 
#329 ni nomb- 
wis and 
Lracovienſes 
Medicus 0 
rat, qui adro 
el:ganter ap. 
parabat Cine- 
Y208 EX OM) - 
xibus plants 
partibus, ut! 
| ORs Carium 
ſeit conſer- 
varet ſp:ritus 
(ants ad mo- 
tavaſcu's 
cand:la ali- 
\quaxto iaca 
leſcens aprrie 
roſie emmMe 
bat ſpeciem, 
quam ſenſim 


4 OT 
forman pew- 
tus ca2lis fo- 
lanem, ac 
£' mine 4. 
niq; firide 
roſe 
[bram expri- 


red:bat in 


creſcere,ve-. | P 


did ſoA artificially: apr and fit aſties of 
all theparts of a roſe plant, as thati he 
did preſerve the ſpirits thereof; iaſo- 
muchas that,whenhedid bring neare 
ita candle and heate it, one might ſec 
the forme of a pertedtrafe; which af- 
terwartd returned againe toduft, when 
che fire and heate was removed. Fhus 
he: whether his relatton:be. true or 


falſe Iknow not ; but this'T ary ſure of; 


chat however:man,beingiraiſed of the 
duſt, and warmed witha living foule, 
may make a.faire ſhew, and ſeeme'to 
belike a rofe:ur his flouriſhing eſtare; 
if God:doz-but blow out his candle; 


and takeaway that heate 'iwhich muſt 


reſervehisnaturall life, he returne to 
duſt, from the which-he is taken, .and 
thenallhis.choughts periſh, his plea- 
ſures periſh, his. taire hneaments:pes 
riſh,, his | hanour likewiſe: and glory 
doth periſh; and alt his goods vaniſh ; 
for he carrieth. nothing with him'but 
a winding ſheet of all his abundante, 
See Eſa:40.6. All fleſh graſſe,andalf 


a | the goodlaneſſe thereof as the flowers of 


| the field. The graſſe withereth,the flowe; 


\ puluerem igne remoto. Roſenberg. Rhodolog cp lt. 


——_— 


hen. Ati. ot 


3, || | foveraigne Lord, whoſe glorious ex-: 


| of the Reſeof Sharas: ; 


fadeth becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord f(ew- | © 
eth upon it. "360 

| Wherefore let us looke upan all 
earthly Paradiſes with a moſt diſdain- 
full eye, and ſcorntull countenance, 
ahderample under with the feet of a 
holy contempt all ſublunary fading, 
atid-flowry proſperity, Like that my- 
fticall woman; &ev.12.1. and let the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift be alone exalted, 
and mounted in our truly belceving 
hearts. Let bim reigne there, and fr 
gpon- his Throne as Kibg, and have 
the preheminence as. our dread and 


cellency, raviſhing beauty, and inex. 
|plicable delighrfulnefſe doth more 
then infinitely tranſcend the urmoſ 
and heightof allearthly teliciries, rai. 
ſed*above the higheſt poſlibility by 
che moſt inventive and ſtrongeſt ima- 
gination of any. meere humane brain, 
and extended to the very laſt end of 
the world, orthat length of time you 
canimagme. | 

2. Be more willing then ever you 
were tobe with Chrift. 


1. Here. 


——————— —— 


Gat n viſe, 
Feered! 71 ol- 
aZ:,0> 


earnfortat in 


| 


. Theexcelenoy of Cbrift, 


Ad 


1, Here. 

' 2. Hereafter. 

x 'Here, ſeeing 
roſe,and therefore * moſt faire, moſt 
ſweer, moſt pleaſant ; for the roſe de- 
lights us more then any flower * faith 


| Dura#d,by its colour,and recreates us 


more by its odour, and comforteth us 
more by its taſte. I amſure you will 
grant,thatif a woman were joyned by 
matrimoniall copulation* to a hus- 
band, as faire as 45[alow, and as plea- 
fant as Tonathsny, ſhe ſhould nor dcfire 
to goe abroad among other mea for 


_|content ;? bur rather keep home and 


ſatiate her ſelfe with that paſling de- 
light, which ſhe may take in ſoſweer a 
companion, nay,ſhould even infinite- 
ly long to be where:he is, rather then 
any whereelfe. ' ';/ . 
Well, Chrift Jeſus to whom all you, 


who are Gods. people, are moft bleſ-| 
ſedly united, and married in a myfti- 
call and ineffable manner , is fairer 


then Abſalom , plieaſanter then 70n4- 


than : Forheis like aroſe, yea, he pal- 
ſes any roſe, as I noted formerly. For | 


fiireneſle 


1 DO —m—IEGEy 


he is thus like a | 


any whereand with any creature elſe ? 


-Remember Aſaph, who could fay for 


his part , whom have 1 in heaven but 


{that they may ſatisfie me, No, No. 


C—_— 


| — 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


fairenefle and pleaſantneſle, being the 
author of that fairenefſe and ſweet- 
nefle, whichisin all-roſes created, and 
therefore I ſaid but now that he is 
molt faire. And ſhould ye not then 
deſire to. be with Chriſt rather then 


nay, ſhould ye not even be reſtleile as 
long as you b2 out of his blefled fight, 
and ſweetelt company ? and ſhould ye 
not even bein paine, and regardlefſe 
of all things elſe, if therein you can- 
not meet with your deare love Chriſt? 


thee ? and there is none upon earth that 1 
acfare beſides thee ? or * with thee, that 
is, like thee,or as much as thee,as 1t than 
alone wert not my all-ſuftcient hus- 
band, to content me, butrthatl mult 
needs aflociate'my ſelte with others, 


| 177 


Thou Lordartunto meall inall,ſwee- 


bur enjoy thee, Thave cnough ; and it 


I I[ſhould miſle thee, there is no friend, 


N no 


em—_—_— 


ter then a thouſand other friends, and! | 
ten thouſand: companions ; It I may 


— 


LO — 


| 158 


* Bernard 
ſuper Cant. 
ſerm., 15. 
mint, fo. 
tis. - 


Floyuit 2118 
Circa mum 
| duodecim 2 
ſecali poſt 
Chriftum 


Ha!um. 


Lueft, 


I. Aaſw. 


Fn — 


no company, no conference, no place 
that would or could pleaſe me, fo 
ſweet * S*. Bernard could ſay the like, 
all the meat of the very ſoule is but 


thou write unto me, thy writing de- 
lights me nor, if I cannot reade Jeſus 


|init; ifthoudiſpute or talke and con: 


ferre with mee , thy diſcourſe cannot 
pleaſe me, unlefle Jeſus do ſound in 
mineeares; Thus he, evenan thoſe 
darke and mifty dayes of ignorance 


(neere 400 yeers before the Refor- 
mation ) and ſhould not you living 
and flouriſhing under the brighteft 
Sun-ſhine of Chriſts glorious Goſpel 
beas much for Chriſt ? 

You will ſay unto me, where would 


to be with Chrift, ſeeing you do ſo 
chargeus?> Chriſt you know is in hea- 
ven, and you would have us to be 
willing to be with him here. 

. For anſwer whereunto I ſay firft, 
that Chriſt is not like unto that role 


of gold, which the Pope of Rome 
| ſhew- 


The excelency of Cbrifs, 'q | 


unſavory, if Chriſt be not 1n it: if 


and blindnefle, inthe which he lived 


you haveus then to deſire and to feck! 


Sa 


bd | |, EE 


or the Roſe of Shar os. 


| 129 


ſheweth upon a Lords day in the Lent | 


onely in Rome, which his * flitterers | * Dara. | 
| Ration. d:vu, | 


 affis.t,6, fo. | 


hold totypifie the new Jeruſalem, No, 
he is not onely in one place evenin 
heaven ,-. which is his proper place, 
though his humane nature be there 
bodily , buthe is alſo tobe ſeene and 
to be met with here below, as heis 
God, ſhewing himſelf gracioufly pre- 
ſent in his own ordinances, and inthe 
hearts and meetings of his people. See 
Matth. 18. 20. When two or three be ga- 


thered together in my name, there I amin 
the middeſt of them, and loh. 17.20. At 


that day you ſhall know that 1 ann in my 


Rl father, and you in me, and 1 11 0h, 


Thus generally. Sk 

More particularly I anſwer; 

Be willing therefore to meet him 
and to be with him. 

I. Inthe word preached inthe houſe 


.Jlof God, which is like the pleaſant 


field of Sharon, where the Sunne ſhi- 
beth moft warme and faire, ſoas that 
there you cannot miſle the Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt, that ſweeteſt Roſe, who 


[hath obliged himſelfby promiſe to be 


! 


| 


m— 


Ia, 


to 


'N > _ there 


— 


|} * Pl'n.Na- 


C,1%, 


"| there even asin Sharon field properly 


| dayes, and when the time of the yeer 
| did {erye. Wherefore as the little Bee 


tur Diſt 1 2.1. 


| participation of the blefled Sacrament [|* 
| of his ſacred Supper, Far there alfoſ® 
| you cannot bur meet him, yea, ſeef/® 
| kim with theeyes of faith, as bleeding l 
| for your fins, and being allred, as ith! 


The excellency of Chriſt, [ 


ſocalled, wh lyeth moſtpleaſantly un-' 
derthe warmeſt Sun.ſhine one might 
not want a goodly Roſe ſpringing out 
of that proſperous earth in Selomons 


loves to flic about thoſe gardens and|ſ} 
places whichare full of Roſes, as be-|ſ' 
ing a * lover of Roſes, ſodo yelove|ſ|* 
and like the houſe of God, whereas in|}! 
a Roſe garden you may be ſute to find 4 
Chriſt that ſweet Roſe of Sharon. n 

t 

1 


2. Bewilling tobe with him, atand 
in the myſterious adminiſtration and 


i were, likeaRoſe;with bleeding,in re-J4 
gard of that precious blood which h; 
| once heſhed for yourimmorrall ſouls, [| 
when he died for your tranſgreſſions 
(and which then you do ſavingly and tl 


ſeaſonably remember to have been fo 
powred forth, as thee wine is powredſ//” 


| out 


|| _ 


pn — O— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| 


— 


e.|||with him, for joy the ſame Cygnean 
re [| caution, or ſong, which he ſang, fay- 
in(\ilg; Lord now letteſt than thy ſervant 
1d [[}4epart (home ) 2n perce according to thy 
word , for mine eyes have ſeem thy ſalua- 


1d ([t7o7, Luk. 2.29, 39. Thus he,and you | 


df nayadde ; for oureyes of faith have 
nt (now Teene that ſweereſt Roſe of Sharon, 
{our eyes have ſeen his precious blood, 
=e f/as It were, asred aza Role, and our 


rg ſouls have taſted ho tweer the Lord | 


Iris, even ſweeter then ſugared roſes, 
-e.(jand the ſweeteſt honey;on how good, 
&Jhow good, and ma: is he? and 
1;, [how infinite are his tender mercics, 


ns,042d his ſweereſt comforts paſt finding 


ndfjthe like ? 

fo 3+ Be willing to be with Chriſt in 
edfprayer , talking and conferring with 
ut 


out, when you teaſt and feed your 
- | [ſouls with that celeftiall and myſticall | 
it | [| food, which is there provided for you; 
it|[|nay you may even there embrace the 
15 (Lord Jeſus Chrift in yourarmes, the 
-r|[|armes I meane of faith, as thar good | 
ef 01d Simeon, held him in the armes of 
d\fjÞis body , being ready even to ſing 


| 


ny. _ him, | 


| 


T2. 


| ons 


| 


| 


A— 
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\* Zoſemas, 
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ad cubiculis 
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Denmfſami® 


| lzariter comes 
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nit , Gnando* 
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The excellency of Chriff, | | 


him, as freely and frequently and fa- 
miliarly as a Bride with ther Bride- 
groome, and as * Zoſmas,and Latimer 
that bleſſed martyr , and worthy Bi- 
ſhop did, who prayed (as Mr. Foxe re- 


God face to face in a moſt ſweet and 
familiar manner, ſoler your beleeving 
hearts alſo even mount up and ſend 
into heaven it ſelf, where Chriſt is at 
the right hand of God, that Chriſt 
may again deſcend in and with your 


hearts in a moſt ſweet and inexplica- 


porteth it, of him ) as if he had ſeene| 


ble manner, returning moſt comfort. 
able and heart-reviving anſwers, to 


|your moſt gracious and heart-break-. 


ing deſires, as you may ſee, Carr. x. 1. 
I 4m come 1iomy garden (meaning the 
Church and every * beleeving ſoule 
which 1s his moſt delicious paradile ) 
my S1ijter, my Spouſe, asit he ſhould ſay, 
itwas thy heartie deſire , 6 my deare 
Spouſe , that I ſhould come into this 
5 rare garden; for thou faidft let 
my beloved come into his garden, 
Cant. 4. 16, and nowloe here Iam to 
anſwer the longing expeRation of 


thy 


— 


1 


4 | 4 
S ; 


j\ny thou ſhalt have, here I am to be 


[delight in thee, and as my voice is 


Ilin chee, when I comeunto thee, pleat 
I)me, and therefore behold, hereIam 


pantand thirſt after me , who am the 


Pſal. 42. 1. 2.11. My company thou 
doeſt affect, I ſee, and it is moſt ſweer 
unto thee, and therefore my compa- 


wi" thee,as thou didſt deſfireme: for as 
thou takeft delight in me, ſodo l take 


ſweettothee, ſo thine is ſweet tome, 
Cant. 2. 14. and as Iam like a roſein 
thy fight, moſt amiable and moſt faire, 
ſo art thou like a garden of flowers 
moſt pleaſant and moſt fragrantin my 
fight, Caxt. 4. 12. andas the unexpreſ\- 
ſable and ſweeteſt comforts of my ſpi- 
rit which are my fruit,that I bring with 


me, do marveloully pleaſe thee, ſodo |-_ 
thy moſt * pleaſanc fruits, which are = 


the * graces of my ſpirit, whom Ifigd} 


to enjoythee , who doft ſo earneſtly 
and ardently long tobe with me, 

4. Be willing to be with Chrift by 
reading much and often in the booke 


or the Roſe of Sharon. (_ 
thy, bleſſed ſoule, which doth even | 


health of thy countenance and thy God, | 


opera P ſellus 
2 Cant. 4. | 
| 6 » | 


N 4 _ of 


* 1-22140718 
adverſus 
her ſ J4- 
lent l.$. 


* Th1D. 
Came! itt 
Viini em. 
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* Co.3. 
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The excellency of Chrifl, | 
of God, which is like a moſt pleaſant: | 
* paradiſe ( as Irenews aptly reſembles 
ir) inthe which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


doth flouriſh , asa Roſe in Sharon field, 
ſhewing himſelfe thorow the very 


| chornes ofthe moſt pricking and pier- 


cing Law of God, bur eſpecially tho- 
row the green and reviving leaves of 
the ſoul-ſolacing Goſpel , and ſocon- 
ſcquently taroughourthe whole book 
of God, whereof that Princely prea- 
cher, the * Prince of Anhalt was wont | 
roſay; what elſe is the whole Scri- 
ture, but ſwadling clothes of the| 
childe Jeſus, he being ro be found al- 
moſt in every page,in every verſe,and 
line, ſo as that the * Apoſtle mighr 
well terme the whole word of God, 
the word of Chriſt, becauſe he is the 
matterof the whole, and the contents 
of all rhe Bible, * ſhadowed in the 
Faw, ſhewed in the Goſpel, which 
cauſed* S*, Auſtine to ſav moſt aptly, 
V nam vncem habent aus teſtamenta, T he 
word of the Lord containes nothing 
but rhe word, which is the Lord. 
5. Be willing to be with Chriſt in 
| | the! 


tt 


- 
LE Roma 


| 


| or the Roſe of Sharon. 


thereading of ſuch good hooks as were 
written by good men of Chriſt. For we 


muſt nor thinke that the Pope of 


Rome onely is authorized to ſhew 
Chriſt by aroſe of gold unto the peo- 
ple, as his * flatterers doe make him 
beleeve. No, but every faithtull Mi- 
nifter of Chriſt may ſhew him forth in 
the beſt manner he can, though he be 
not able to doe it in golden lines and 
phraſes, and therefore divers able 
men have done their beft to ſhew 
Chrift both by ſpeaking and by wri- 
ting unto the people of God, whoſe 
moſt excellent treatiſes are to be 
tound extanr as ſo many delighrfull 
roſaries or roſe-gardens, wherein Je- 


ſus Chriſt is moſt ſweetly ſet forth,and 


flouriſhes like aroſe, faire andpleaſant:| 
{o as that ye may doe well to fetcha| 


walkein them now and then,to recre- 
ate your wearied minds with the fight 
and ſmell of fo fragrant and. faire a 
flower,and to manifeſt thatardentand 
longing deſire to be with Chriſt , w** 
ought to bein every one ot you. 

6. Be willing to be with Chrift in 


ct. 


| rem frdelwoles 


the | 
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the people of God,whoalſo are asa moft. 
delicious garden, Cart.4. 12. In the 


| which this faire roſe doth ſhew him- 


felfe moſt graciouſly by their ſweet 
and ſavory ſpeeches, and faireſt carri. 
age, emblematizingand repreſenting 


ina moſt fit and proportionable de- 
gree that moſt admirable and ravi- 


ſhing pleaſanrnefſe, amiableneſle, and 
faireneſſe which is in Chriſt himſelte 
the roſe of Sharon, See Gal.2,20, Pſal. 
I6.3., 

2, Be willing to be with Chriſt in 


| heaven hereafter, and not ſounwilling 


todepart this fraile life, as many are : 
For fo you ſhall mount up with E/zas, 
though not ina chariot of fire,yet up- 
on the wings or armes of Angels into 
the very boſome. as jt were of Chriſt, 
that faireft roſe of Sharon, afloone as 
your earthly tabernacles are diflol- 
ved, and unſouled by death, you goe 


then to behold and to ſee his glorious 


ety through all eternity. 
* Socrates did profefle once, that he 


for his part was moſt willing to die, 
that 


_—_— — 


ns 


beauty ,and ro enjoy his ſweeteſt foci- | 


Ee 


P- 410, 


| 


_— >... 


—_ we... A om a 
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| or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


that he might ſee thoſe companies 


call perſonages, Orphexs namely, Heſi- 
.0d4u5, Homer,8&c, and ſhould not you 
Chriſtians that are eſpouſed to Chriſt, 
be infinitely more defirops to goe 
hence upon the ſummons of death, 


{that you might enjoy the beatificall 


and moſt glorious viſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, your cceleftiall bridegroome, 
that ſweeteft and faireſt roſe of Sharos, 
bleſſed for eyer ? ſhould ye not even 
ecchoforth'as it were; the ſame words 
which once ifſued trom the bleffed 
ſoule of that holy Apoſtle, Phil.1.23. 
anſwering him and ſaying ; we alſo 
have a deſire to depart , and to be 
with Chriſt, which ts far better. 
3. Beperſwaded likewife ro mani- 
feſt ir, that you make more of Chrift 


thenever yo did,ſecing he is ſo faire 


and ſo uſe ull,ang ſo defirablea role; 


|: by a mighty care to keep him till, as 


, we keep and conſerve roſes over yere, 


In glafles and veſſels of carth : ſo be | 


carefull I ſay,to conſerve Chriſt, that 


| | [weeteſt roſe of Sharon,not onely over | 
pe, | PR”. 


and aſſemblies of thoſe ancient heroi- | 


13> 
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yearc but every yeare, and every day 
of your whole race, till your very 
laſt — 

If you ask me how and where-would 
you have ustokeep him? _. 
* I anſwer : In the veſſels of your 
hearts , and within the compaſle of 
your minds, ſtriving to thinke upon 
him continually, evenas a ſpouſe up- 
on her beſt beloved,and as * Artemiſia 
did ever carry in her mind her deare 
deccaſed husband Mauſeolzzs, ming- 
ling her very drinke with his aſhes : 
ſodoe you beare Chriſt in mind, who 
15 your beſt beloved, and mivgle Or 

eftraw all your meat and drinke, and 
words and works with his ſweeteſt re- 
membrance, evenas the ancicnt * Ro- 
manes did beftraw their meat with ro- 
(es, nay, come you mult promiſe him 
ſo much , betore Ag depart in the 
words of his ſpouſe * : Ye will remem- 
ber thy love more then wine. 

2. Keep hitn not onely by way of 
aholy and perpetuall: recordation and 
 mindfulnefſe of him, bur alſo by an 


| extraordinary care to preſerve and to | 


- 
4 
ET. D——— 8 
» 


enjoy | 


p Mad Ce , 


.———— 


enjoy the comfortable ſenſe and tee- 
[ling of his gracious preſence in your 
bleſſed foules, imitating his faire 
ſponſe in the Canticles, who when he 


$4. 
You will fay unto me, how can we 
keephim ifhe will be gone ? 

I anſwer : as you conſerve roſes 
with ſugar, ſo you may keep him a 
| long time with 
7. Sygred and ſweet thoughts of 
| God, ane him, and his word, and 
ſaints, &c. abandonipg other vainand 
worldly  cogitations : For then 'we 
make, as it were, our minds his * bed, 
whereon he is then pleaſed to reſt, 
Cart.3.7. 

2, With ſwe:t and gracious ſpee- 
ches and communications , if you 
have a care to bridle your tongues, 
and to reiraine* your lips from bitter 
words, and unprofitable diſcourles ; 
and contrarily, to ſugar the concepti- 
ons of your minds with ſweet and fa- 
vory expreſſions,tending to the glory 


| had him, would not let him goe, chap. 


(of God, and to the edification of | 
| orhers, | 


* Sa'om01 
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Cbr{ta) 
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ſolrcutudins« 
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90 | Theexcelencyof Chriſt, 
'* lothers; For with ſuch communcica- 
tion God is wellpleaſed. See Luke 24. 
15 ; 


4 


3. With ſweet and gracious works, 
which are evenable toattratt him,and 
todraw him towards you after he hath 
been (inregard of his ſenſe and feel- 
ing) abſent from you); for ſo he ſaith 

to his faire Spouſe , 1 am come inte my 
garden , &C. meaning the beleeyin 
ſoule, Cart. 5. 1. afterſhe had defired 
him togive hera gracious viſit, ſaying, 
Let my beloved come into his ggpten, and 
eate of hi pleaſant fruits , thatis, let 
him pleaſe and delight himſelfe with 
theſe precious graces , and glorious | 
works , which himſelt hath wrought 
— |byhis holy ſpirit, as I noted formerly, 
*Silyc |that this is the meaning of that excel-| | | 
is ec. | + | lent place, as both Gregory and Pſellus | 

- in their annotations affirme, 


| 


| 


| delightfull cotheeye, but alſo becauſe 


| 


= or the Roſe of Sharos. 


— —__ 


C 
'SECT. I'9. | 


Chriſt fhould be uſed much. 


= willing alſo to make moreuſe 
of Chriſt then ever you did yer, 
ſeeing that now you underſtand how 
that he is moſt like unto a roſe, whoſe 
uſefulneſſe and medicinallnefle Petrms 
Andre. Maithielus a Phyſician ſo extol- 
leth and ſerteth forth in his Commen- 
taries on the x. Book of ——_— the |, 
112. Chapter, as that I for my part 

muſt not thinke that I ſhall be able to 
magnifie them more then he did, and 
therefore Ile here ſer down his own 
words ( which formerly I have cited 
in the margin ) Certainly , faith he, 
roſesare much to be magnified , and 
to be had in high cſteeme, becauſe 
they ſerve not onely for an ornament | 
tobeantifie our gardens}, and are moſt | 


they be uſed in the moſt excellent: 
medicines, whereby the life of man 
is 


pre EEE 
. 


——_oe—___—_—_—_—__ 
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The excelency of Chrif, 


— 


15 ſuccoured. Thus he, and therefore 
how may we extoll and magnifie , ſay 
I, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that moſt 
admirable Roſe of Sharon , which muſt 
needs be more then infinitely more 


| medicinall, being the Creator , then 


all roſes -created. Make uſe of him 
therefore, as men make uſe of roſes 
inſuch caſes as theſe. | 


| WC. * 
4 


— — ——— ——  —— —— — 


-—  —_— 


— 


SECT. 20. 


Chriſt is to be made uſe of in 


| 25. Cafes. 
"ol V  THen you be overcome 
| V with choler ana auzer , 'Or 
elſe fiade your ſelves prone to it at 
any time: for as * roſes do purge cho- 
ler, fo * Chriſt is able to purgg our 
your anger, and better roo, forhim- 
ſelf is moſt mecke;, Matih. 11. ag. 
and therefore as it is the nature of 
contraries to expell one another , fo 
Chrift,being moſt meeke, muſt needs 


| be able to expell Your wrath 


, even 
_ then 


— 


vw TY FY" WW 0 


We = bad 


. - 


ror the Roſe of Sharos. 


E nw * # & 8 


therer. This fin 1 ſay. Chriſt is able to 


ſtay,and to ſubdue, being rightly made 
uſe of: forhe is all love, being God, 
as it is written, 1 ohp 4.16. God & love, 
and therefore by the ſame rule of con- 
traries, he muſt needs be able tocaft 
out hatred alſo, which is contrary to 
love. = 
| 3. Whenyoubepeſteredwith that 


* diabolicall fin of Ezvie : for as * Ro- 


— 


Ws 


3, Caſe, 


* Flos roſe 

ſanguintm 
ſiſtit, Pln. | 
N at. Histox, 
l.31.c. I9. } 


3. Caſe, 
* Invidenti 
diabolicum 
vitium et. || 
Ag de diſe. 
Chrift.tom.g | 
mbi,p.g91 4 | 
Eft diabolj 
mventum 


Baſil, de In- 
hrs 5 mibi, | 
'Þ. 273. 


ſes preſerve from rottenneſſe , fo 
Chriſt is able to keep you from that 
rotten finalſo, as we may call it, be- 
cauſe 


* william 


Laxngbam in 
his garden 
of health,p. 
538. 


BD 


Teſs. 

Bag. Sem. 
5. ſuper 
Cattt, | 


4« Caſe. 


* $5; meu- 
brams pet itt- 
fſlammatio-. 
aAemimunmu- 
; | erie anfan- 
denda crit 
70a tepida.. 
{elſus 1, 8, 


Co 4-+ | 
* A191 ita | 


{uperbie tt- 
morcyy ſedat 


fect Jeſus. 


Berrard, 
5. Caſc. 


mhiry. not * reigh; for who ever did 


i they himſelf ftriore oppoſite to that 
; ſoul-waſting ſfinne, then he, in that he 


x;oe , that his very ſervants might 
& one with htm ; and gave them the 


gave him. lohz I7. 22,23. and there- 
fore there is no doubt, but if you make 


[uſe of him, as you ought, he will free 


you more arid more from that ſirme, 
which is ſo oppoſire to his own nature. 
-* 4; Whenyon are troubled with the 


ftrongly tempted to be'proud of your 

edlth , or gifts, and ſpiritual graces; 

or as Roſes are good againſt * ſwel- 
lings, ſo * Chrift the Roſe of Sharon is 
uſefull againft that ſwelling in, being 
hichſelf moſt humble , Marth. 11. 29. 
and therefote, as contrary topride, is 
alſo able to expell icinany of his faith- 


fected with it. 
5. When you feele the ſcorching 


[hear of concapiſcence, and know not 
|how tofree yourſelves of it, thenalſo 


go! 


The excelenicy of Chrit, = 


[c2bf it * cauſeth rortennefle that it 


fame glory which his heavenly father 


moſt deteſtable finne of Pride, being 


full members , that is, or ſhall be in-|þ+ 


OT 


th 


Pe CESSES 


' or the Roſe of Sharon. 


goto Chriſt for help, and makeuſe of 
him.” For as Roſes do coole and take 
away *inflammations , ſo ® Chrift can 
quickly allay that flaming heat of ori- 
'ginall concupiſcence , which doth ſo 
'moleſt his own beleeying members, 
as they be partly fleſh , now and then 
asthat 'it makech them cry out with 
Paul, who, as <fome hold, means this 
fame concupiſcence by the prick in 
his fleſh, 2:Cor. 22. 7. Iſay, Chriſt can 
quickly take away ſuch heat , that it 
may not break out into a flaming fire 
of notorious and ſcandalqus unclean- 
aeſſe, but rather ſhall die in the hearr, 
without being allowed,or deſired. For 
ha is moſt pure, and therefore moſt 
oppoſite to ſuch burning lufts , which 
are moſt impure , ſo as that they can- 
not, confift or ſubſiſt together with 
him, if he be made uſe of and taken as 
the onely Soveraign antidote againſt 
the fame.” | 

.. 6. When the eyes of your mindes 
grow ſomewhat 4d; , and you cannot, 
or do'fiot ſee ſo well as you were wont 
the fouleneſle of fin, and faireneſfle of 
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fro others, 
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to have 


been pride, | 


as Eraſm. in 
Mil.Cbrift, 
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Chrift and grace , thenalſo makeuſe 


| * iLynEcus 1 


{ :2n$byrheir 


1 theearth, : vane | 
| as for the] buy of 216, &C. avd 4uoint thine eyes wit 


| a:um off propiie fiagilitatus agnitis, ſiique .abjettia & humuliatio, Gog 


The excebency of Chriſt, 


of Chriſt in that caſe. For as 4 Roſes 
are pood for the cleering and curing 
of the eyes of rhe body , {ſo Chriſt is 


| 
| 


able to cleere the eyes of the ſoul , fo 


, 


as thatyou ſhall ſee farre cleerer and 
| better then ever did ©<Lyncews , who| 


wich his Eagle-like eyes could ſee 


{from the Lelybean Port the Cartha- 
{-ginian Fleet, going forthour of their 
{ haven, forlivivg and beipg on earth, 
\youmay behold wichthe illightened 


{in heaven, which is morechen finfi 
nitely farther , even as Abraham ſaw 
{him and his day by faith, beforeever 
| hewasborn , 1eh. 8. 56. and with the 
{ lame eyes of an illuminated minde 


{luchas by others are ſcarce perceiva 
| ble - ſee Revel. 3. 18. [counſel thee ti 


| eye ſalve]3 that is, with the knowledge 
| of thine own frailtie and finfulneile 


ntly higher again, even (»ligh , as that it may b 
beight it ſelf , or heighcs. YA , Job x1. 8, 8 (ol 


© 


th: 


SD —— 


d YOu may ſee even the leaft {ins and 


Zap jeycs of your-mindes Chrift bimfelff| 


ed © 


mw we” Ye ere gy. _ Aw was. 


i 


or the Roſe of Sharown. 
that chow maiſt fee ]rchat is, mayeſt fe 

1ſe||| how poore, how wretched, how mked, 
fes|] | how odious-, how finfull a creatnre 
ng {| thou art , therefore * buy of me this;| " Saud; 
15] | eyefalve: for fo muchisrobeunder- | 77, = 
ſoſ]| food, as interpreters here have well 
nd] noted it. | Evagrizs writes of Zoſimas | 3 
hoſ| and Chuz#bites, that they didat atime;| £44 ih. 
eef| reftore unto the wife of Arceſilaws the | TO 
a-f| fight of her eyes even miraculouffy, 
eirſ| which narration of his, whether it 
-h, [| may be undoubtedly beleeved, or nor, 
ed[| this EF am certainof: that Cirift can 
Elf] make you fee as wellas ever you did ,| 
f4/if you make vſe of him, becauſe S. 
awl| obs in this Canonicalt Book of the| 
er] |facred Scriptures, (which ts infinitely | 
heſ|to be preferred before Evagriae. hisf 
leJ|Ecclefiaſticall Story ) fers down thefe| 
nd| words, which but now I cited, asf 
a4J|Chrifts own , and therefore youmay| 
'14|boldly go to him, whenfoever you] 
1A|cannot fee well, that you may be en- 
J|abled by him, to fee both himand} 
J/your own finfulncſſe more cleerely} 

2 jcnen you do. = 
1 7. When you cat hardly Keep in; 7. Cafe 

| Q 3  baaſtrwg *1 
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| The exccllency of Chriſt, 


boaſting, and drtrating , or any other 
rotten ftufte, that ir may not breake 
outin your conferences and commu- 
nications with others , then alſo make 


gs 
!as Roſes are by their pature * aftrin- 


ture is binding alſo, being cleane con- 
trary toſuch boaftingand reviling, as 
you may guefle by his humilitie, Marr. 
11. 29. and by his filence mentioned, 
I Pet, 1.23. tntheſeverywords, Who 
when he was reviled, reviled uot again, 
&c. So as that you may be ſure, that 
he can eafily bridle your tongues, and 
bind your vain-glorious and malicious 
humors , unto which you maybe ſub- 
Je& by nature, ſo as that they ſhall nei- 
ther breake forth by the tongue, nor 
be predominant in the heart, if you do 
but make uſe of him,as you ought, and 
aetobeſhewed hereafter. 

8. Whenyoucan hardly retain any 
thing that is good, being ob/:v/ous and 
forgerfull, goto Chriſt. For as Roſes 
are able ro * corroborate the reren- 
tive facultie for the good of the body, 


| 
| = ſo 


V——_— 


uſe of Chrift, the Roſe of 5haray, For 


gent and binding, ſo Chriſt by his na- 


_- GTG CEO II 
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| magazineof your ſouls, your memo- 
(Es, yea infinitely more eafily, for he | 
' can write his Law in yourwery,hearts, | 
as he hath. ptomiſed, 7erem. 31. 33, | 
| Wherefore make uſe of him. ; 

9. When you begin to nauſeate 
and to loath his word, as the Children 


* Plinie, ſo Chriſt can quickly curethe 
nauſeatipg of his word , which is the 
epidemicall diſcafe of our age, yea, 


| thouſand times better. For he is Man: | 
; na himſelf, and the word itſelf; and} 


 him-how ſweet he is, you will find ſuch| 
aſyweetreliſh in him , as that you can- | 
nor loath his word, which isalfomoſt| 
ſweer, by reaſon of him , as meat and} 


drink is ſweet, if ſugar'be 1n it, byi 


't 


reaſon of the fugar, which is init, Pſal. | 


; 


19. 10. Therefore take him: i" 


ſo Chrift can as eaſily ftrengrhenthe | 


of Iſrael did Joath even Manna, which | 
came down from heaven, ohn 6. 32. | 
for as Roſes doe ſtop, and cure the | 
loathing of meat, if we may beleeve | 


therefore if you can buttakeandraſte | 


| 10. When you are, fo obſtraQed| 1o. cafe. 


v1 


9. Caſe, 


* Plan. Nee 
tmal, bil, l, 
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and troubled with ſtoppages, as that | 


—— ©: 


O' 4 you 
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quando fle- 
| | tit ante faci- 
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ngvie (r* 
por Bernard. 
1. Caſe. 


of Roſes 
mollifhe 
thoſe parts, 
which are 

| bard, yea 


the ſtone, 
[1/12 L ang- 
bam in bis 
garden of 
health, p. 


$34 


ſeccatzs la- 
chrymarum 
invocalo few 
ſu non fluxit 
uberior, 
Bernard, 


1* Coferves 


Cut (ons forte 


| 


you cannot fetch your breath, as you 


help break} - 


The excellency of Chriſt, "R | 


pe EET 


were wont, that is, do not, cannot 
breath and. pant ſo after God , «s the 
Hart bi Try 2 after the water brookes, 
Pſal. 42. 1,2. by reaſon of ſome ob- 
ſtruction within, proceeding from any 
cauſe whatſoever, then alſo make uſe 
of Chriſt, who alſo can undo ſuch 
ſtoppings in the ſoul, as Roſes can re- 
move * obſtructions in the body : for 
elſe his deare Spouſe would nor have 
prayed him ſo, asſhe did , to draw her, 
that ſhe might run after him (Can. 1.4.)it 
he werenot able to take away all ſhort- 
nefſe of breath, and to enlarge the 
heart, that one may * run, which he, 
cannot do, whoſe breath is but ſhort. 
11, If you be peſtered with hard- 
neſſe of heart , ſo as that ye cannot 
mourn for fit, or be ſenſible of ſin, &c. | 
go to Chriſt for help, for as the Roſe 
can mollifie thoſe parts that are hard, |: 
as * one writes of it, ſo Chriſt can take 
away the very heart of ſtone, as he 
hath promiſed being God, Eze. 36.26. 


[hence Bernard what hardnefle of hearc 


was ever able to ſtand before Jeſus. 
= 12. When 


- 


| 
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* 12. When you are troubled with 


— —  —  — — — 
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Melancholy, and d:ſtruſt fall thoughts, go 
to Chriſt in that caſe alſo. Foras Ro- 
ſes have a facultie , as *they write to 
expell melancholy, ſo hath * Chrift 
a moſt ſingular facultie ro caſt outand 
diſpellall thoſe penſtve and perplexed 
conceits, which do ſotorture many of 
his beleeving members. For he hath. 
ſaid , 1 will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee, Heb. 13. loſh. 1.5. which words of 
his, being ſpoken home to the heart 
of a diſtruſtfullperſon, by his own ſpi- 
rit within, in caſe y ou make uſe of him 


in ſucha tine of need, muſt needs be 


of ſuch force and power , as that light 
muſt even come out of darkneflſe, as 
when he ſaid, /et there be !ight,Gen. 1.3. 
13. Whenyour hearts are not very 
ſfable,goto Chriſt for ſtabilitie. For as 
Roſes 1f Plinie© may be credited, con- 
firme the tottering teeth in ones 
mouth, ſo he is able toconfirme and 
to make ſtable your hearts , asthe A- 
poſtle writes , 2 Corinth, x. 21. Now 
he which eftabliſheth us with you in 
Chriſt , &c. is God, marke in —_ 
who 


| 


. do, Bernard, 


12, Cate. 
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who therefore is aptly reſembled coa 
rock, which firmly beares thac edifice, | 


whichisbuilton it, 4 Math. 16.10. 


[of the ſame, nay f much more. For ſo 


14. Inaword, whenany ſinful mo- 
1204 or evill humour doth ariſe in your 
hearcs,then make haſte to make,uſe of 
Chriſt, who is able to purge it out , as 
Roſes have a facultie to purge the 
heart, ſo as that they ſuffer not any| 
corruption to remain in it, if we may 
givecredit to that, which © one writes 


faith che Apoſtle, whom we may cer- 
tainly beleeve , Hebr. g. 14. How much 
more ſhall the blood of Chrilt who through 
the eternal (pirit offered himſelf withant 
ſpot to Gad , purge your conſcience from 
dead works to ſerve the living God ? 


ftum, miſers- | 


'ſancx & yoboret adjuloie. Vande b 
cors fiuzet protigizem, Bernard, Serm. vy . ſuper Cant. 15. Caſe, 


15. If you ſay, what if one do yeeld 
or have.given way to ſin, what ſhall he 
do then, ſhall he go ro Chriſt too ? 

I anſwer, yes , For wherher will ye 
goelſebutro him, who.isable and rea-| 
dy to take away your fins , and to cure 


eundemq,; ipſum Deum omnip. tentem, qiut me & exemplo 
de concludit , quod womtn I'[u totans inde- 


your| 


 _—_ 


lt 


| 


| 


OO" 


ren of fin, and Satan,even as the $ root 
of afield roſe is able torake away rhe 
venome out of rhe wound of a man, 
that hath been bitten of a mad dog, 


{as Plizle writes; for therefore he com- 


pares himſelf both to a Roſe in rhe 


field here , and tothe brazen Serpent | 


in Ifraels camp, which beizog looked 
on by thoſe that were ftupg of tierie 
Serpents, didheale and cure.rhe ſame, 
loh. 3. 14,15, 16. 4s Moſes lifted up the 


[ſerpent in the wilderneſſe , even ſo muſt 
|the Sen of man be lifted up,(who,as ® one 
[notes by the way , by reaſon of his e- 


verlaſting Dietie, 1 adde, andby rea- 
ſon of the long-laſting vertue of his 
death, to deliver us from death, not- 
withſtanding fin , which ever cleaves 
unto us,is moſt aptly ſet forth by aſer- 
pent of brafſe, which is the more du- 
rable metrall ) :hat whoſoever beleeverh 
in him , ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
laſting l:fe ; unto this moſt excellent 
paſſage ( of which more is to be ſaid 
hereafter) we may annexe that in 
I John 1. 1,2. My little children, theſe 


- : things | 


_ orabe Roſe of Sharon. i 


your wounds after you have been bit- 


2.02 


8 Plinm. Nat 
hifl, 1. 26. 


CE. 2, 


_— 
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* L aigaturo: 4 hings wr tel unts you, that ye ſinme yo0t. 
ny #,| And if any man fenne, we have an Advs- 
-ndasodeg cate with the father, leſus Chriſt the righ- 


paſona pro- a © 
pria compa- | teou8,4n4 hue is the propiviation for our ſins, 


bot A _ | and 101 for ours onely,. but alſo for the (ins 
os Rand; | of the whole world , where note by the 
pronam | way, how Chriſt in ſuch a caſe is com- 
habeat, Na wh 

wa arvem | PAred toan Advecate, ſoas that poore 
quidaws in-| finners , who cannot plead for them- | 
peduuntur ut ſelves, may plead by him to eſcape the 


wry : bee, Iudgement of God denounced againſt 
ut ſenize, fanners, that they muſt die, Zzech. 18. 
queper p/9-' 4. even as by the © civill law , women 
Crralores a= 


cre poſſe, && Children that cannot defend them- 
Dodeor Vul- ſelves, are to plead their caſe by a Pro- 


(44, 119# | curator or Advocate, whereas others 
© 0.  mayplead themſelves. 

* Caizzin, Sothar one mayas much encourage 
| you to goto Chriſt , notwithſtanding 
*Lica:om- thofe fins into which through infirmi- 
" C5riſfliano tie you fall, as * thoſe 227. fathers, 
—— which mer in T7ullo, under the Empe- 


in quocung; Four Iuſtinian (to adde Canons unto 


mmm | the ſixth generall Counſell of Con- 
p:et:enſus 


zcrit:Salue,) ftantinople, which made none )do * a- 
or exim n9- | 1mate and allow even criminall per- 
—_— lons and notorious malefactors to | 
lqri ad me veni noa ejuciam forns (anon 14 .C01c.6. conſt fic dift. 


. EST 


| 


or the Roſe of Sbaros. 


enter into a' Monaſtery: yea more, 


|chenthey, ſecing the wordof Gad ir 


ſelf, asI ſhewedburt now , makethfor. 
ſuch an encouragement, whereas they 


| can bring no proofe ſufficient. They 


ſay indeed that Chrift hath ſaid ; him 


| rhat comes to mie, Ie in no wiſe caſt.out, 


but they prove not that, hewhoenters 
into a Cloylter , having been a male- 


|faor, ſuch as by the Law of God. 
ought to die, goes to Chriſt, nay they 
| cannot proveit. Forſoany murderer, 


orSodomite, toſavehis lite, may go. 
into a Monaftery , and yer be farre e-' 
nough from Chriſt, wherefore I Jay: 
one may more ſafely animate poore 
finners., that{inut of weaknefle, to 
20 to Chrift himſelt rather theninto 
a Cloyſter, which cannot ſave them, as 
Chriſt caq. | | 

26, ' If you ſay, what if our own, 
hearts doeven tremble and ſhake, and 
condemn us as hypocrites, ſhallwe go 


[to Chriſt and make uſe of him forall 


this? | 
I anſwer, yes, For therefore he aſ- 


{{imilates and Lkeneth himſelfe to a 


Roſe, | 


Hlldeoc 
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ts if is written, 1 1962 3. 20. and xeere 
4t hand tojuftifis you, Eſa. 50.8. for- 
aſnuch'as-he alſo died for you, ſoas 


ſaid hereatter, in the manner of taking 
Chriſt. This by the way. 


fade no teſt for all, ſhall we go to 


Roſe, to ſhew; that as'* Roſes do take 
away the trembling: of the heart , ſo 
itis he, that muſt remedie and cure 
the Palpitation and trembling of your 
hearts,as bein& greater then your hearts, | 


that yoti may boldly eccho forth theſe 
very words , after the Apoſtle toan- 
ſwer your ſelf-accufing and condemn- 
ifdg conſcietices; who & he that con- 
Armueth? it is Chriſt that died, &c. 
. but hereof more is to be 


17. If you aske me , what if we cat 


Gariſt > 

I anſwer, yes. Fortherefore alſo he 
is comHbared toa Role”, becauſe he 
brings reſt and quiet#eſſe, and calni- | 
frefſe ar laſt, as the * Roſe conciliates 
exſe, and brings men *afleep, being | 
Phyſically raxza See for proote here- 


of, Matth. 11. 28. where Chriſt him- 
ſelf, like a true Noah , fo called from 
reſt, 


hip.122. | 


| 


SINN 


4 
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{ 


I 


To —— —— 


"of #bt Riſe of Sbaroy. 
reſt,- doth moft lovingly promiſe you 
reſt; ſiying;; ' Core nnto me all you that 
travel | and abt htavy laden , and 1 will 
giv you reſt, Marks but thefe words, 
dtd (ee, how Chrift. liimfelf anfwers 
you iti rhis cafe ;'ydu ſay , what if we 


| cafi ftade no teft forall this , ſhall we 


g0 to' Chrift5 ind Chrift faith; yes, 
cone: you fhalll be welcome. For I 
look for ſuch, ds yon be, reftlefle, cafe- 
lefſe/ and dijedtd: ſouls ,'atid flich I 


| promiſe reſt, which they want, and 


d will want”, till _ coine and cleave 


| to me, and me alone. 


18: Whenyouperceiveyour felves 


| ro'be ' Entriitg ito a ſpirituall con- 
| ſumption, ſo as that you do notas in 


times palt abound in good works, but 
ratherpraylefle, read lefle, meditate 
lefle; and give leffe then you did,then 
alſo'go with all ſpeed to Chiift, who 
catt and muſt curethis conſumption of 
the foul, as © Roſes are ſaid to help the 
cutingot the conſumption of the bo- 
dyin the beginning. See John ry. 5. 
He tht abiderh in me and 1 in him , the 
ſame-bringeth forth tnuch fruit , note, 


much 


265 | 
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| Theexcebencyof Chrtfh, 


| would not fall back, as ſome do, then 


| 


A— 


much fruit , 10 asthat he cannotenter 
farre into any conſumption , or colti-. 
nue long in it; for as much, as having 
a care to abide in Chrift, he hath 
Chriſt reciprocally. abiding in him, 
who will-not ſuffer him to decay and 
to conſume away , * if therefore you 


Ty ee —_— 


be carefull to ſuck what efficacy and 
vertue you can from Chrift, as the| 
branch from che Vine , and ſo making 
uſe of that true Vine, and moſt medi- 
cinall Roſe of Sharon, prevent a dange- 
rous conſumption. 

19. When you finde your: ſelves 
dead and liveleſle, 'to think or do any 
good thing go to Chriſt, who like a 
* Roſe isable to revive.you;and there- 
fore is called our very life , Col. 3. 4. 
and in the Judgement of * Judicious 
Writers 1s held ro be that good Sama- 
rican, which, as himſelffpeaks , Pats 
w:ze aud ole , that is, the * Law axd 
Goſpzl 1n the wounds of a poore tra- 
velling ſoul, that is falnamong ſuch 
theeves, asthe devill, the world, and 
the fleſh are, ro revive the ſame, 
when 


=P 


» 


33434. © gs a” IE 
20, Again, whenyoube ſoa thirkt af- 
ter more righteouſnes;as thatnothing 
can fatisfie you, then run ito Chriſt 
likewiſe, who beinplike a Roſe is alſo 


even as other * Roſes are- able to 
quench your corporall;, For ſo he faith 


[ibimſelf, Marrh. 5.6; Bleffed are they thit 
bunger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe,| 


meaning both himſelf, as our righte- 
ouſnefle : x Cor. x. 30: and that which 


— arte eo Sharon, | 20g | 
when it is halfe dead, Luke 10:30. —_ 


able to quench your-fpirituall thirſt, | 


is * inherent. For'they ſhall be filled : 


ordained for them, + ro quench their 
thirſt,as a man who beinÞ a thirſt, goes 


and ſeeks fordrink. The like may be 
ſaid of an unſatiable thirſting after 
riches-and pleaſures, that as Roſes do. 
quench the naturall thirſt , * ſo Chriſt 
is able to quench this finfull thirftin 

after theſe things, forſohe ſaith , 704. 
4. 14. Whoſoever drinketh of the water, 
[ball never thirſt, meaning, the * grace 
of his Spirit , which will fo ſatiate the 
ſoulof ſucha one, as that he ſhall not 


—— 


uſing the means, namely ,' whichare ; 9 juſtiie | 


ee en —— — 


———_ 


29. Caſe, 
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men leſi. 
Bern. abid. 
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| P __ thirſt 
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2 El«83778 
taqua im pu- 
{teo voluptas 
[zculs ef, in 
[Profierrditate 
| cenebroſa. 

| Hine ear 
{haunuit ho- 


cupidita- 
tum. Auzuſy, 
tn Loc. 


21, Caſe. 


{methe fountain-of living water, and 


mines byaria | P 


thirſt ſo, orlong after the tranſitorie 
riches, and fugitive pleaſures of this 
world , as formerly hedid-, and as he 
would do:again,-if he ſhould neglect 


drink rather of the * wellof pleaſure, 
and of the golden ftreames of earthly 
riches, to quench his thirſt. For thus 
a moft judicious. ancient * Doctor 
writes of that. Well, which Chriſt 
ſpeaks of , that. the water in it is 
leaſure; and that men draw it with 
the water Pot of concupiſcence , and 
that therefore whoſoever drinketh of 
it, ſhall thirftagain, whereas, if a man 
make uſe of Chriſt, and drink in thoſe 
ftreames of grace ,, which flow from 
his bleſſed Spirit,- he ſhall thirſt no 
more. | 35 6 

21. Is Godangry with you, and do 
all his waves and billows go.over you, 
andare ye almoſt overwhelmed with 
the fiercenefle of .his wrath, and doth 
his fury even burn within you, like 
fire? then, Othea,, make haſte to go 
to Chriſt, who, tuft free you from 
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that wrath , and take. away: that _— 
IRE 6 <4 as 


FC AED — 
Ge-.- 
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'or the Roſe of Sharon, 


as Roſes'do take away the heat of a 
hotdiſeaſe. For none elſe but he, was 
ever able to pacifie the provoked 
wrath and fury of: God :It was the 
fooliſh pride of that Romane Empe- 
rour Caligula; having made a bridge 
of grappled ſhips over anarrowarm of 
the Sea, inimitation of Xerxes,-and 
triumphing at midnight withinnume- 
rables torches, to boaſt that he.had 
wrought two grou miracles , having 
made the ſea dry land , andthe night 
day : but our Emperour of heaven and 


earth, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did 
ſoindeed, when he dried up the red| 


Sea of. his fathers wrath, and changed 
our preſent night of ignorance & ſad 


neſſe, and future of torment into the 
eternall day-light of his grace and 
glory, andthere was none with him, | 
when he did it, becauſe none but he 
{ iwas able. to do it: nor will be ever. 


See Eſa. 63. 3. 1 have troden the wine- 
preſſe alone , and of the people there was 


none with me, that is, none did * ſuffer 
with me , when I ſuffered my fathers 
wrath :  wherefore as God ſaid once 

P 2 
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to his people, ſoſayIuntoyou, Enter 
intothe rock, * that is, in Chriſt who 
is the rock, for feare of the Lord, and 


tor the glory of his Majeſtie, when 
he is angry,and there hide your ſelves, 
making what uſe you can of Chriſt, 
and labouring to be found in Chriſt, 
and to have Chriſt ever in your mind, 
till che indignation be over paſt, Eſa. 
2.10. and Chap.26. verſ, 20. 

22. Moreover, are you deprived 
of your deareft friends , goodly chil- 


dren, or loving parents? or hathany 


clude, that God is diſpleaſed with 
you 2 then go to Chriſt in this your 
heavy and fad condition, whois ready 
to beuntoyou in ſtead of a ſonne, a fa- 
ther, or mother, or brother,or friend, 
Matth, 12. go. and ſo conſequently to 


Roſe, whoſe * propertie it is to be 
exhilarative, 

23. Again, thoughyou do not feel 
the wrath of Godin your ſouls, yet if 
you be but comfortlefſe and deſtitute 


of you been bereaved of akinde yoke- | 
tellow, and do ye thereupon con -| 


exhilarate and to cheere you up as a} 


| 


| 


of 
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of the ſenſe and teeling of his love to- 
wards you, reſt notſo, but go withall 
ſpeed to Chriſt, who is both able and 
ready to comfort your fſorrowtull 
ſouls, as Roſes are able to * comfort 
the head and heart ofa man, when he 
is weake. For ſo he ſaith , oh. 14.18. 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe, 7 will 
come to you. Mark, 1le come toyou, ſaith 
he, Where as other Roſes :cannot 
come to us, but we muſt go after 
them, to ſhew how ready he is to 
come and to comfort us , whenſoever 
we are ſad and comfortleſſe ; where- 
rioreT coclude with ſweet S*.* Bernard, 
is any manſad? Let Chriſts ſweeteſt 
name Jeſus , I adde, and this precious 
promiſe come into his heart, and 
|| minde;, and fo let him procure that 


cannot give, in and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ſweet and moſt comtortable Roſe 
of Sharsa , but this comfortablenefle 
of Chrift, I have likewiſealready en- 
forced upon your affections, asnow I | 
do reinforce it upon your wils, and 
therefore I am here the more briet 


| 


| 
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| he faint,anditothem that have no might, 
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in my periwaſion. 


24. Are you ſick and weake in bo-; 


dy , and like to die? then, 9 then, 
makeuſe of Chrift chiefly. For then 
uſually:, men make moſt uſe of their 
corruptible Roſes, or Roſe-water , 


Roſe. vinegar, Roſes conſerved ,-and| 


* cordials made of Roſes, and other 
ingredients, when they be very ill,and 
ſhould ye not then , above all other 


{times , 'make as much account of 


Chriſt, that incorruptible Roſe of Sh4- 
rx ; yea,infinitely more: Foraſmuch, 
as he is then ableto do good both to 
your ſouls, and bodies, whereas other 
Roſes (as I noted formerly ) are but 
good for the one, and nothing forthe 
other, | 

Itis Chriſt and none but Chriſt, that 
can healeall diſeaſes, as he is not one- 
ly man but alſo God all-powertull, 
Plal. 203.3. : 

It is Chriſt and none but Chrift, 
that can then ftrengthen us , when 
naturall ftrength failech , as it is writ- 
ten, Eſa. 40. 29. He giveth power to 


—. 8/46 V4 us 
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he 


. wrp=ewy ” one 
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or the Roſe of | Sharon. 


he encreaſeth ſtrength, which all the 
cordials upon earth cannot do. | 
It is Chriſt and none but Chriſt, 
that can then content your languiſh- 
ing ſouls and drooping {pirits, when 
neither meat nordrink will down with 


1|Yo.,as it is written, Pſal. 23.4,5. Yea, 


Though 1 walk therow the walley of the 
ſhadow of death 1 will feare none ill : for 


rod and thy ſtaffe they comfort me. Thou 
prepareſt a table, or teaft, for my poore 
ſoul before me , in the preſence of mine 
enemics, where by enemies , we may 


underftand death , and .Satan, alſo a- 


mong rhe reſt, whothen are before 


| us, when we are dying. 


Laſtly, it is Chrift and none but 
Chriſt , that can then keep us alive, 
that we die not the everlafting death, 
when neither money, nor friends, nor 
Phyſick , nor Phyſicians can keep us 


49.50. Your fathers did eat Mannain the 


| 


thou, namely * Chriſt, art with me, thy 


from death. For ſo he faith , 194. 6. | 


wilderneſſe and are dead ( that could not 
keep them alive,) This & the bread 


which cometh down from heaven ; that a 


' P 4 


—_—— 


man 


Arg.imLoc, | 


— _— 
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eee not. 


; 4 Arfilm, 
| apud Roſi- 
Tam in cf. 


| PaUriconen- 


ſs 10p.73- 
Georg, Caſ- 
ſander 1 
append. ad 
opuſc. lohan. 
'| Roffenſe de 
1 fiducia & 
| milericoratd 
DC, 


25, Cale, 


* Roſa 

ſreeecus cor 

[{ CorroB0Tats 

ll Mattbiol, 172 

i Dioſco |, x, 
223. 


|then, dthen, beſure to goto Chriſt, 


— — =o —_ vr» os _ 
<P LETT ” rr "AC. 4 


| muſt ſay by and by touching the form 


The excellency of Chriſt, "" ; 


man may eat thereof and net dje,namely, 
forever. And therefore as in ancient 
time, fick and weak and dying Chri- 
ſtians, were * directed to make uſe of 
Chriſta that time eſpecially, inter- 
poſing the death of Chriſt betwixt 
them and Gods Judgement, ſodol 
adviſeand perſwade younow todo the 
like , ſaying , as they were taught to 
ſay, if the Lord will judge you ; Lord 
we interpoſe the death of of our Lord le- 
ſws Chriſt betwixt us aud thy Indgement, 
0 otherwiſe we contend with thee, &C. 
I muſt not proceed farther , left I 
ſhould prevent my ſelf in that which I 


and manner of making uſe of Chriſt, | 
and therefore let that ſuffice, which I 
have already ſpoken. | 

25. Finally, my brethren, if your 
faith beweaake, either then when you 
be weak and (ck, or atany other time 


who, being like aRoſe, is asableto 
corroborate your faith in the heart, as 
Roſes areableto * ſtrenthen the heart 
it ſelf, yea, much more. For heis the 


author 


"_— 
=—— = 


Aoi. Pita DS Bro. con. a BE. FO... » $9 2s TO 


— 


 orthe Rof, : of Sharon. 


author of the Roſes themſelves, and 
of rhe heart it ſelf, and of faith alſo: 
Hebr. 12. 2. and therefore muſt needs 
be infinitely more able to ſtrengthen, 


thea a Roſe, which himſelfhath made, | 


ſo as that it can have no other power, 


orvertue, but ſuch as is derived onely 


from him, who is omnipotency it ſelf, 
and therefore you may-note, how his 
own diſciples finding their taich to be 
but infirme and weake, did re- 
paire themſelves unto him for more 
ttrength, and fora larger meaſureof 
it, acknowledging him to be both 


| abletodoit, and themſelves altoge- 


ther impotent. and unable to helpe 
themſelves in it, ſaying, Zak, 17.5. 
Lord increaſe our faith. 
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Queſt 


| ——E— — 
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SECT. 27. 


Eight Kules 1o obſerved in the 
taking of Chniſt, 


_—_ will ſay unto me;; Here are 
Caſes enough, and you have told 
usenough , that we muft go to Chriſt 
inall theſe caſes, butalas! we donot 
know how to go to him , and to make 
uſe of hinras we ought, and therefore 
we deſire that you would ſhew us next 
the manner after which' we are to 
make uſe of Chrift in all theſe caſes. 

1 anſwer. So Twill by. Gods help. 
ForIknow full well , that as the Phy- 
fician. preſcribing a generall medicine 
toa patient, can do him no good at all, 
unlefle he tell him, with all, how he 
muſt take it , ſoI ſhall profit you but 
little by my former perſwaſion ; un- 
lefleI informe you touching the form | 
and manner of taking Chriſt, as the 


[onely ſoveraign medicine appointed 


of 


"S6<=2- 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


your poore and fin-fick ſouls, 


Take therefore and obſerve theſe 
following Phylicall Rules for 
your inſtruction , which God 
blefleunto you. 


1. As it is requiſite , that before 
men take bodily Phyſick, they ſhould 
firſt be * prepared forir, ſoit is neceſ- 
ſary, that you ſhould be fitted for 
| Chriſt, before you goto take him, as 
a medicinall Role tor the health and 
good of your fouls. For do but note 
the promiſes, which he hath made, 
and you ſhall finde that they are made 
nottoall promiſcuouſly, but onely to 
ſuch, as are thus and thus qualified. 
Sec Matth, 5. 4. foraninſtance. Bleſ- 
ſed are they that mourn , for they ſhall be 
comferted ; Marke they ſhall be com- 
forted, it they be ſuch as mourn, and 
therfore you muſt be fitted for Chriſt, 
Ty , If you will comfortably take 

Trop 


| Youwill ſay unto me, How would 


you 


| appointed of God, for the good of 


"= 
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you have us to be fitted fore. Chrift, | 
eAnſw. I anſwer. | 
x. Be well humbled. 

2. Well reſolved; 

1. Wellhumbled, For he reſ;/ts the 
prond , and giveth grace to the humble, 
1 Pet. 5. 5. and heloves to dwell with 
the humble, Eſa. 57. 15.and therefore, 
| _ {as he that would keep Roſes, muſt 
| * 2%; 20-[ have * earthen pots for them, tokeep 
[eine [themin, ſoyou, if you willtake and| 
iz ud; ola | Keep Chrift to do you good, you muſt 
arditas ſw | have humble hearts, like rude pots of 
* 2m carth, voide of allowed pride, and ar- 
Palladizs. |TOgAncie. 
2 Stepsto| Now there are three ſeverall ſteps 
——_ or degrees, by the which men areto 

; deſcend unto this here required humi- 
lation. 

I. Self-examination. 

2, Selt-lamentation. 

3. Self. accuſation. | 
+. Self. | 231- For the firſt, as the Apoftle 
Examina- |Writes, Let 4 m4n examine himſelf, and | 
om (ſo let himeatof that bread, and drink of 
that cup , 1 Corinth. 11. 26. So fay 1, 
_ any man take Chriſt , as Phyſick, | 


either 


a ASo ooutumgnm 


and ls wa OO 2} 


|| or the Reſe of Sharon. 


either ſacramenrally,, or ſpiritually 


onely, then ler him examine himſelf| 


firſt, and thar touching theſe fixe 
chings : 

- 7. Whether Chriſt belong to him 
orno, ſo asthat he may truly ſay , My 


beleved 6 Ks mine and 1 a his, Cant. 2.16. | 


- 2. Whether he be in the faih or 


[no, 2 Corinth. x3. 5. 


3. Whether he be in | love with 


|Chriſt, andwith man, but eſpecially 

with all the members of Chriſt , rich 
and poore, yea, or no, For that is 
chiefly required, lohn 21. 1 5 I Cox. 
| I6, 22. 110h,4.11. 


4. Whether doth not « Gt him- | 


4 ſelf ſo full of corruption yet within 
|atd without;as that he ſees more then 

caufe to humble himſelfas low as duſt, 

like the poore Publican, Lok. 18, 13. 
and here let a man rip-up his whole 
| life, as mucha$he can tor the preſent, 
that he may be humbled, Lament. 
3.40. 

5. Whether he FA allow of that 

maſle of corruption orno , Rows. 7. Iy- 
120. 


6. And 


-- . - 
. 'Y —_” a a. 


| 


x "IS 


r. Thing, 


A Norte, 

* Invenio 
preterea &r 
conchan 
Previſa ma- 
AK apprebex 
ſurz ſe ut- 
pote ſuzs 
pers: tran 
divitias, [eſe 
comprimzre, 
mRimicam 
QU09 46 194- 
47, ſe ſorce 
COmprehen. 
derit, ampi;x 
tate, Oe, 
Praiciſc. 
Ruens det 
Gemmyu |, 2. 
C13. 

A Ciſfe of 
Conſcis 
ence. 


| 


The excellency of Chriſt, 

.. 6. And whether it be his chieteft 
care to ſerve God in true holineſſe and 
righteouſneſſe all the dayes of his life, 
| Luke 1.74,75- 

The firſt is to be tried by the ſe- 
cond, the ſecondby the third, fift and 
fix, asis to beſeen, Gal. 5.6. Ad. 15. 
9: Ad. 26. 18. But the fourth ſerves 
onelyas a glafſe , that we may not be 
proud ; buthumble and lowly in our 
ſelves, as ſecing no cauſe wherefore 
-we ſhould exalt our ſelves, and ſo con- 
ſequently ,- that we may be fit and apt 
for Chriſt, who looks for ſuch and 
none but ſuch to take him, as'for o- 
thers, if they' will: preſume to appre- 

hend him, and to lay hold on him, in 
the Sacrament eſpecially; they may 
juſtly feare that the Lord: will eyen 
cut them off, as the * Oifter or ſhell 
wherein the orient pearle is hid ;.is 
{aid to cut off the hand:of her enemy 
that comes to take it. See x Cor. It; 

29,39, This by the way. 

If youaske me; how you may know, 
that you have examined. your ſelves 

ſufficiently > 


—A— 


I anſwer . | 


f 


v 


—_— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 223 | 


[|| 7 enſwer. ( With Gerſon) thataman | Fof. | 
| | | is toadbibir ſo much diligence herein | * Taram | 
as he would in another matter of mo- |©#*tiem 


: Re * y aevet facere | 
ment; whereby he mayeither gain, Or |iz Exami- | 


looſe much: .let me adde. a reaſon. _ con. 
- - | cientre fm ; 
For it is ſuppoſed that , that then a\,;,,, 


man will do his utmoſt, which ts as [previ 


much as is ired, Dent. 6.5. | | peceatayhul- | 
requ 3 , ; ' tam factvet 


|| | -But how ſhall one know you will jy, 


| 
| 


ſay, that he hath had ſo much care to. | 414% go | 


| examine himſelf, 2s he would have ** 79 42-] 
: Ma : 7 na e# ardua || 
and fo hath done his beſt endeayour ?. 4 zcom- 
I anſwer (With Gabriel Biel that [rams ee 


moſt learned and profound Door in Ger/ee 52 


- T1ifatt. 
the Schooles ) if you omit and paſſe Qt. ors} 


by nothing voluntarily, andif oblivi- | >. I 
on and forgettulneſle pleaſe younot, Conſci- ||| 


| ence. 


but ir be your: heattie defire rather, $7 
that your memories may be ſoillumi-|. 5; ,,,, || 
nated, as that. you may be able to re- | place: #b- | jj 
count and to remember. your fins; 'I,**./*4 mz-I 

? {gs d:idert} || 
adde, and to come to the true knows | ,iun || 


ledge of your ſelves and.of your e-| pecan | 
, ' en 

ſtates. For ſo in like manner, you|/*2*" ***-}| 
: mizars me-\| 

moriam, 5 aihil voluntarte omittt, &c. Gabriel Biel tn Can. 91ije Left. || 
8. mibi. fol, 11, 2 | 


_- 4A 


A Corol- 
Lary, 


| The excellency of Chriſt, 


ſany thing in a weightie and important 
earthly bufinefſe, and you would be 
glad to be fully informed of every 
thing that may concern you, and we 
know by the word of God, that a de- 
ceitfull negligence is that which God 
condemneth, . becauſe it is voluntary, 


(Ter. 48. 10. Curſed i he. that doth the 


work of the Lord negligently, and deceit- 
fully. For the * Hebrew fignifieth 
both. EIS: 

Let me ſuperadde but a neceſſary 


That it may --appeare that you do not 
| willingly omit any- thing neceſlary, 
but rather uſe all means to come to 
the knowledge of your {ins , ſee that 


you ſearch yourſelves fo diligently, as 


that ye neglect not ſerionſly to paſle 
in your ſearch through all the ren 
Commandements , being aflifted by 
one good Writer or other( as M", Doa, 
D-. Maier, M*, Scudder, or ſome other 
on the Commandements. - For this 


| [kinde of examination is held alfo by 


| * judici- 


would be loath to forget or to neglect | 


Corollary, and thenI have done with. 
this important matter of. examination; | | 


1 


I 


w 


| orthe Roſe of Sharon. 
1] judicious Caſuifts to be ſufficienr. 


And the reaſan hereof is, becauſe the 
Law of God is ſo perfect as that nexc 
unto Gods own immediatediſcovery, 
there can be no more required, to 


bring a man to the knowledge of his 
own finfull eſtate, See Pſal. 19. 7. The 
Law of the Lord ts perfect. | 

2, Having ſearched as much as you 
were able, then lament and bemoane 


| ||[your ſelves as much as you can, for ha- 


ving ſo highlyand hainouſly offended 
ſo good a God, and high a Majeftie; 
Thus Peter remembring himſelt what 
he had done, went owt of the High 
Priefts Hall, and wept bitterly, Luk.22. 
61,62, And Epiphanivs writes of the 
proud * Peacock, that when having 
behcld himſclfas he goeth, and admi- 
red his beautifull glorious feathers, he 
reflects ac Izſt upon his blackiſh and 
ugly feet, 
caatnthe mid(t of all his bravery, be- 
cauſe rlicy are nor proportionally cor- 
reſpondent and auſwerable to the o- 
therparts of his faire body, and there- 


cryeth out as loudas he 


—_ well may we cry our , rather then 
brave 


CE 


[_- 225 


* Perhimsin 


of Conſci- 
ence.l. 1.C. 


5.ſeib,z. 


2. Sclf-la. 
mentation, 


* (nw I id 
% Teacds Tos 


tices aurnc 
| ex youubtove F-e 
| xe1y ©ghe Hy 
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! = 
' PLONE). 
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| Epiphan. phy- 


| ſfiol;e, 12, 


| 


his Caſes | 


dots aus pur 


[ 


| 


3- Sel{- ac- 


 Fcuſation, 


* Duid mt- 
bi ergo ſt 
cam homi- 


 Vaibas ut au- 


Aiant confeſ- 


| Gomes meas 


\naturk ſint = 


emmes lat 
 guares METS, 
| Ang, confeſ, 


't, I9.C.3, 


{A Caſe of 


| Csſcence, | 


{ 
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braveitout, when upqnan exact ſur- 
vey and ſearch made, we ſee the mon- 


| ftrous deformitie of our ſouls, by rea- 


ſon of fin , which is that abominable 
thing, and the cauſe why our lives are 
not anſwerable to that tranſcendent 
beautie, which isin Chrift, and to that 
proportionable comelineſle, which 
ſhould be in every one of us, ſo as that 
we ſhould cot ſtand ſo much upon any 
good parts, that are inus, ſeeing that 


| our ſouls have ſnch black feet, that is, 


ſuch ugly motions and inclinations, 
whereupon they go, and break out 
even into words and actions, which 
are to be lamented even with teares 


{ of blood, if it were poſlible. 


3. Having lamented your ſelves 
fall to ſelf-Accuſation , and confteſle 
your fins, Ile notſayto* man,wno is a 
{inner himſelf, and cannot forgive, or 
juſtifie you, but to God, whois able 
and faithfull alſo, and juſt to forgive] 
you, and to cleanſe you from all un-| 
righteouſneſle, x 10h.1.9. 
You will ſay unto me, 


you have us confeſle our fins, muſt we 


confeſlc 


_ 


| 
how would | | 


| 


| Luke 23, 40,41,43,43- 


| —— 


or the Roſe of Sharos, 


confeſſe them all to God in particu- 
lar, or will a generall confeſſion ſerve? 
1 anſwer, Inſome caſes it will ſerve, 
and in ſome it will not. | 
If youaske me in what caſcs it will 
ſuffice ? Ys 
I anſwer. 1f 1. we beprevented by 
time, as the thiefe upon the crofle, 


2. * When upon a diligent ſearch 
we cannot finde out ſome , yea many 
fins, then we may warrantably con- 
feſle, andſay with David in generall, 
Who knoweth the errors of h1s life. clunſi 
me Lord from my ſecret ſins, Pſal. 19, 


19.12. 


Bur when will a generall confeſſion 
not ſuffice? | 
I anſwer. When we have time and 
may know , and do know our maine 
fins, For ſo faith Saint John : 1f we} 
confeſſe our ſins, he s faithful andjuſt ta| 
forgive them ; Marke, here is both a 


promiſe, anda condition, thepromile| 


is remiſſion, the condirion is confel- 


[{10n, and a confeſſion of our fins, note] 
[our]now all the fins, that we knowand 


Qz 


___ _ 


| 


of Conſci- 
ence,ld, x.c. 
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(574%. ]connſell thee to follow the Propher, 


] claams copia | 
| de & more 


- [others was rather againſt , then for 
| aoy fach auricular confefſion. I cloſe 


<. 124.37} 


* In ff »ſrone 
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{may know, being main ones, are ours, 
'1fo as thatwe may not ſay ſuchare, and 
{ſuchare not, ſfoasthart we may chuſe 
| whether we will confeſſe themor no. 
i- | Heare alſo rhe Judgement of holy 


| rhine heart like water before the face of 


*. [ſalicic is ro be noted , that we are to 


The excellency of Chriff, I 


* Chryſoffome in this caſe. Let us not 
onely call our ſelves offenders, but let 
us reckonup our fins, and repeat cve- 

one of them in —_ Ido not 
ay accuſe thy ſelt untoothers , but I 


faying , Reveate thy way nnto the Lord, 
&c. which words of his 1adde, leſt 
men ſhould think that he would have 
us confeſle our fianes in fpeciall to a 
Prieft, as the Romaniſts do teach,and 
compell che people fo to do. No, No: 
that good * Father as well as divers 


ep this Caſe in the words of another 
great Dooron Lam. 2.19, Powre ont 


the Lord, in the powring out of the 
heart, ſaith he, Integritic and univer- 


COO- | 


—__—  ————_—__ 


[POWre out our whole hearts b 


eſfien. 
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\ 


L— 


or the Rofe of Sharon. ; 


feſhion. For deeds are not onely cobet 
confefled, quoth he, and words, CQRI- | 


miſfons, and omifltons, but ancleane 
thoughts alſo, and churliſbaffeQions, 
and diſordered intentions, mixt wils, 
peryerſecenſures, raſh ſuſpicions. For 
elſe, as * one faith well, fuch $ 
wilt accuſe usin the laſt day, I adde, if 


we do not now accuſe ourſelves, con. | 


fefling-chem that they may not leave | 


fome impreſſions. tn our fouls, as in 
waze, 


Let me ſuperadde one Corollary, | 
keep ſhort reckoning therefore , and | 


bumble your felves often, by often 


confefling, even * daily or hourely, it | 


you cat, that you may be able ta re- 
member the manifold exorbitancies 
of your evcr-erring, fouls, which o- 


therwife , for the moſt part will be | 
through your own carclefncfle and | 


oſcitancte buried of you in oblivios, 
tothe great dimage anddifquietnefie 
of your ever * acgyſing confciences, 
See Pfal, 32. 3,4. When I keps filencemy 
bones waxed old through my rearing all 


the dey lonz. Marke all the day long, 
Qs. 


; 


| 


| 


cx 6 6a Fn. 


Clnyſc.iu Pal. } 


$Q.harn bl. 


—_——” Re ———_— 


| 


' 
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Hebrew is 


DVI 


which lg- 
nifieth 
both every 


. | day and the 


whole day. 
which 
word ſom- 
times ſig- 


| [»pwH 


tiherh 


daxut pre- 


. | varicatio 
{ impin, id , 


mala coguta- 
to. 


| ( his very thoughts ) avd how forgave 
the iniquitie of my ſin, f | 
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and * every day in the which he did 
not confeſle , for day and night thy 
hand was heavy upon me, &c. 

1 acknowledged my ſinunto thee, and 
mine iniquitie have 1 wor hid, I ſaid, 1 
will confeſſe my tranſgreſst0ns, ( Mark 
tranſgreſſions in the plurall number, 
leſt men ſhould think that he ſpeaks 
but of one notorious fin, that troubled 
himand ſuch tranſgreſſions, as by ver. 
tne of the * originall doalſo comprize 


Which ſacred paſſage plainly com- 
monſtrates the needfulnefſe of an ex- 
act and frequent. confefling; of, our 
main and known fſinnes , as without 
which no calmneſſeor true quietaefle 
of conſcience is to be expected, wher- 
fore, as ſaid , fol ſay again, recount 
your fins often ſpreading them abroad 
before the Lord , as Hezek:iah the rai- 
ling Letterof Rabſhekeh (2 King. 19. 
x4. ) that ſo you may have the leſſe 
work to do in the kinde, when you 
goe toÞprepare your ſouls for Chriſt, 


the moſt medicinall Roſe of Sharon, to 


FOR, take 


=_— Y 


— mos. Fr. ccng wen} xx au. 


hk me 4a woo cn = -= ©. os 9 yn (ww mMmrk. 


— 


; 


| he will doan thing preſcribed by the 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


take him as the onely ſoveraign medi- } 
cine of your fin-fick ſouls. | 
' Thus deſcend by theſe three fteps| 
down to that depth of humiliation, | 


which poſlibly you can reach unto, | 
help and aftiftance of the all| 
powerfull God, which in the uſe of| 


ſuch holy means by earneſt prayer you | 
| 


by the 


muſt crave , and beg at his bounritull 
hands. | | 

2. In the next place be well* re- 
ſolved, not to live under the reigning 
power ofany allowed or approved (in, 
and not to neglect the performing of 
any known durie ; when a man is to 


take Phyſick for the good of his bo-| 


dy, he reſolves to part with a little 
money, yea, any money rather then 
want Phyſicke, without which he 
knows he ſhall be ſickly ſtill, and that 


$kilfull Phyſician , who knows farre 


| 2306 


| ; 


* The nexr 
thing in 

| repentance. 
| 13 the 
change of 
the minde, 
&c. And 
this Rand- } 
eth in a 
conſtant 
purpoſe of 
minde and 
reſolution 
of the 
heart nog 
eo fin, but 
in every 
thing todo 


_ whatis good forhim then him-| 
ſelt. | 2 

And therefore well may you re- 
ſolve too, being to take the Roſe of 


the will of 
| God. 

Perkin Ca- | 
| ſes of Cone 


ſcience.l. 1. 


c. 5.0, 4. 


Sharon as Phyſick for the good of your 
| Q4 ſouls, 


—_— CRY 
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|himand beable totake him,as you do 


| 


| times better for you to follow Chrifts 


| 76 is not worthy of me, and he that loveth 
| ſonne or daughter more thew me, ts not 
| worthy of me, Matt.10.37.from whence 


The excellency of Chriſt, 
ſouls, that you will by Gods help for-| 
go any money, I adde, any finfull 
pleaſure , honour, or whatſoeverelſe. 
may be offenſive unto Chrift,and that 
you will follow allthe good inftruQti- 


ons and direftions, which he hath ſet 
down in his word, that you may enjoy | 


= 


—_ — _____ 


——_ ——— 


deſire. Better 1s it, and a thouſand 


precepts and to be without ſuch de- 
lights, honours, moneys, while you 
live, then one houre to want Chriſt, 
whoindeed will not comfortably im- 
part himſelf and his hidden vertues 
unto one, whoſe heart hankereth after 
ſuch fugitive follies , vain delights, 
and golden fetters; for he ſaith, ae 
that loveth father or mather mere then 


I draw this inference, and therefore 
how much mare is he, who for the 
preſent loves either money , or plea- 
ſure, or honour more then Chrift un- 


warthy of Chrift, andunfit for Chrift, | 


ro 


— — _——_—_ _ = A Ms. 


{them ( {iid once Galeacirs, that noble 


PREY 
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ſus Chriſt, 8c. 


| exhortthe Antiochians, that with pur- 


| that you will-parr with any thing, 
| though never fo deare, 'and do any 
| thing, though never ſo irkſome to 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 
to take him to his comfort. 
Nay, * Let their money periſh with 


A ————_ 


Marqueſle of Yicotoa Jeſuite,enticing 
him to return from Geneva into 1taly 


to his own home, wife and children}| 
who cfteeme the gold in the world |. 


not worth one dayes ſocietie with Je- 
And therefore as Barnabes did once 


poſe of heart they would'cleave unto 


|God; AZ, 11. 23. So dolT hereper-| 


ſwade you to the like purpoſe of heart, 


fleſh and blood, that Chrift your deare 
love may impart himſelfe, and the 
ſweeteſt influence of his grace and 
comforts unto you, which that you 
may obtain, I pray God in mercy to 
ſettle your hearts for ſuch a gracious] 
p_ of heart. | 

cu will ſay unto me, you have re- 
ſolved ſo many times, but you were 
never able to perform what you pur- 


pI 
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* The life 
of Galoeci- 
us Caraccio. 
les cap. 23, 


A Ca%* of 
Conlci- 
ence, 


poſed, | 


——_—_ —— 


— — ——— 


| The excellency of Chriff, 


poſed, and therefore you do not know 
whether you may reſolye ſoagain ? 
I anſwer. | 
If you did raſhly reſolve, the fault 
is yours, and therefore be wiſer next 
and adviſed, as Chrift himſelf inti- 
mates by his two parables of a builder,” 
anda King, Luk, 14. 25.29,30,31,32. 
Confidering Sits g 
x. What ftrength you have impart- 
eduntoyou, 'much or little onely, as 
the Church of Philadelphia, Revel.z.s. 
that you may not preſume beyond it. | 
. . 2. Whar ſtrength there 1s in finne, |. 
which you would vanquiſh, whether| 
much or little, that yow may .notlight 
it, and ſo have theleſſce care. towarch 
it, and touſe all holy means toover-,| 
beare it, when Porters att to beare a 
burden they poiſe it firſt, that rhey 
may know how heavigit is,and ſo ma 
not lye under the burden afterward, 
bur rather in. the beginning may get | 
more help, if it be too heavie, and | 
therefore well may you alſo-poiſe the 
burden of a reſolution firft before you 
[take it up, and charge your ſouls with 
7 it, 


or the Roſe of Sharos.. 


it, that they may not afterward finke 
under the burden, for want oft more 
ſtrength and help,and for wantofpoi- 
fing the burden of finne withall, whoſe 
weight indeed maketh the burdenof 
| reſolution ſo heavie, as uſually.men 
after they have taken it up do finde it 
tobe;-: SHARE 6 8-0 
- 2. 'Ifay however it came to. pafle; 
that.you were not formerly: able to 
 performe , and.to do what you reſol 
ved yettbe not difheartened , bug re- 
ſolveagain andagain. For he that wils 
you 10. return again, and again , and 
| againdandagain : foure times, Cart. 6. 


| 


 13- -wYl doubtlefle:accepr alſo:here- 


accompanied -with wiſdome in ma- 


king ;:and.carein keeping , thoughas 
yet:you were never able to do as ye 
* would. For if there be firſt awilling 
mine , it & accepted according to that 4 
man hath , and not aicording: to thathe 
hath net , ſaith the Apoſtle;'2'Corinth. 
8. 12. * Thatis, not according tethat 
which: 15 beyond his: power : . Hence 
| * Leo, whata man was not abletoido 

| yeſterday, 


\ 
Q——C 


 afret !'bf: your reiterated reſolutions | 


* RoM:7.1 
Gal. 5.17. 


* Dionmſe 
Canthbuſ. in 


Roſas 
0:dum p2- 
Val ts ſor- 
bis f# in 
10:3 244d; 
rn reduces 
Mo. Palla- 
v4, 


& 7 I excellency of Chriſt, 


- 
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efterday, let him doe it to day, 
et him ever, as he receives grace 


1. [from above, reſiſt his depraved cu- 
- [ſtome, let him fay both mornings 


| and evenings now I have begun; This 
is the-change of the hand of the moſt 
2. As other bodily Phyſick muſt be 
| taken taſting , ſobe emprie when you 


take Chrift, thatis. x. ifnecd þeab- 


ftgine even from meat, keeping a truly 
religious faſt, according to our Savi- 


thing, as of your felves. No.: bur ra- 


God, 2 Gorinth.z.5.they that will keep 
Roſes, ſaith * one, muſt keep them in 
2 greene cane, And yee know that 


and therefore upon that very ground I 
ioferre ſo much, that ſeeing he 1s a 
Roſe, if yo4 will'take and keep him, 
you muſt-be as greene hollow canes, 
thatis , evermore emprie and voyd of 
felf-conceitednefſſe, tor as much as 


TE” 


Dy —_—_—_—_—_ 


ours fpeech , Mark. g. 29. 2. Thinke| 
not your felves to be able to doe any | 


ther that all your ſufficiencie is of | 


Chritt cals himſelf a Roſe in my tex, | 


himſelf hath faid ; Wirbout we you can | 


kl 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 
do nothing, Toh. 15. 5. * Not,bur lictle, 
but juſt nothing , I pray you confider 
of it, and be perſwaded 'thento 

even quite out of your ſelves, and to 


ivg away all ſelf-confidence, and ſelt- 
a, Iron , that ſo you may befit for the 
| Lord Chrift , who filcrb but rhe hunery 
{with good things , whois emptie, aud 
ſends the rich, that is, the rich in cou- 
Cceit, emptic away, Luk.1 53. 
3. As Patients will ſee what they 


and rejcyced, 1h,$. 56. 

Youwill ſay unto me , what great 
;vertue can there be in this fight? 
I anſwer very much. For if they, 


{that did bur look onthe * brazen Ser- 


were healed, what will not faiths look 
do upon Chrift himſelf, who is God 
(himſelf, * rypificd by the brafſe of 
(that erected Serpent in the wilder. 
jnefle, and foconſequently moſt able 
to healc us inftantly, when by faith we 
do but look upon him , and eye him, 


oe EEI—IRm—_ an 


; 


unbotrome yourſelves, wholly, caſt-. 


| take, ſo ſee you and-confider Chrift by 
faith with Abraham , who ſaw his day | ; 


[pent,being ftung of the fiery Serpents, | 


4 


as | 


$ 


wy | 
* Ne quiſe 
quam pul. 
ret ſaltem 
parviem als | 
quem fre 
tum poſſe 2 
ſemetipſo 
palmiten 
fane, cum 
dixiſſet, bic 
fen frufium 
mull, non 
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| Theexcelemy of Chriſt, © 


as the Apoſtle would bave us, faying, 

Heb1r2.12, Let us lay aſide every weight, | 
and the fin ; which aoth ſs eaſil "ye i, 
&Cc. Looking unto leſus ; Mark, 00k. 
ing, to ſhew that there is a moſt fingu- 
larvertue and energie in the fight of 
Chriſt, bya true and lively faith to 
ſubdue finne, and therefore I beſeech 
you looke up to Chriſt, and elevate 
your mindes a little, and doe not al. 
wayes and onely pore upon your fins: 
For that can doe you no good , but 


| Chriſt can, Chriſt will; and will not 


you look upon him ?- O go, go: nay 
run, as it 1s like they did that A 


_- [ſtung of the fiery Serpents; and be- 


hold-him as lifted up; 1le not. fay in 
the wildernefle, but in the * Churches 
of Chriſt ſignified, as venerable Bede 
hath well notedit, by the wildernefle, 
Let me adde, becauſe it contained the 


[people of God: for are not youpitti- 


tully ſtung roo of Satan, and anumber 
of ſtinging fins, like ſo many fiery Ser- 


pents, and therefore why doyelook 
one upon another, and why do ye caft 
your eyes ſo much'upon your Ones 

| ' and | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


and wounds , which your fins madein 
your bleeding conſciences? This is 
not the way to health ; No: No: you 
muſt look up to Chrift,and therefore 
fay again run , and make all the haſte 
ou can to eye Chriſt, that you may 
e healed of Chriſt inwardly , as they 
that beheld the brazen Serpent were 
cured outwardly. | 
Youwill ſay unto me, how would 
you hayc us to look upon Chritt. 
| x. Ianſwer with the Apoſtle, Heb. 
12. 3, confider him that endured ſach 
contradictions of ſinners againft kim- 
ſelf, and ſo * eye him, believingit to 
be ſo indeed that you may be moved 
by his* example patiently to endure 
the like. Apaine, 2. confader all his 
other bitter pavgs and paſhons , but 
cſpecially the tupendious effufion of 
his moſt precious blood, and beleeve 
verily that he ſhed it, and ſuffered fo 
much as he didfor the good of his, to 
ſave them from their ſins , and from 
his fathers wrath, and to give them 


everlaſting lite , oh. 1, 15. 28. Toh. 


6.33. Matth. I. 21. 110h. 1. 7. Hebr. 
mire 


ſame, 
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| _ Theexcellncy of Chriſt, _ 


9. 12. 14. Epheſ. 2. 13. 16. Coloſſ. 2. 14. 
| 4+ But reftnot here when you hare 
ſeen Chriſt by faith aſſenting to the 
word of truth concerning him, you 
muſt go farther yer and apply or take 


ſerved or diſtilled into their bodies, 
 beleeving verily, that Chriſt not one- 
ly died for his people in generall, but 
alſo for every one of you in ſpeciall, 
ro free you from his fathers wrarh,and 
from fins tyranny}, and to inticle you 
to everlaſting life. In a word that he 
will do fof you in allthe 2x. Caſes for- 
'merly propounded as much as may be 


j 


| 


£4 ſafely deſired and expected. 


-* 'Thus 1. the Saints of Goddidever 
apply him in their ſeverall rimes and 
exigenciesas you may ſee 1ob 1g. 25. 


47. Toh. 20. 28. Gal. 2.20. r Pet. 2.24. 
x loh.2.t. Revel.1.5.6. 

| 2. And thus the Lords Sectetaries 
and pen-men of the holy Ghoſt, per- 
{wade us ro appropriate and to apply 
Ohrift co our poor & languiſhing fouls 
as you may ſee, * Pſal.34.8:; Zach.g.9. 
kom. 


o 
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— 


him inwardly, as men take Roſes con- | 


| E[4.9.6. Ier.23.6. * Pſal. 23. 1: Luk. 1.| 


y _—_ eu amy RS 


og ——— — 


or tbe Roſe of Sharvs. 


 Roms.13. 14. * Epheſ.4.24. 1 100.2412. 

3. Yea, thus Chriſt kimſelfinvites 
us to take and apply himſelf; heare 
him ſpeak himſelf if you will not be- 
leeve me. | 


wine, ſaith he, which I have mingled, 
* thatis, partake of thoſe good things 
which my tatlier would have me to 
| communicate unto you , Prov. 9g. F, 
 Againe,, * Ho every one that thitfteth 
; come ye tothe * waters , and he that hath 
| 20 70ney come ye buy and eate, yea, come 
i buy wine aud milke? milke if ye be 
| weake, wine.if ye be ſad,. without mo- 
: ey and without price,or trecly, Eſa. 55. 
!1. Again; it any man beathirſt , ler 
| hin1comeunto me and drink , thatis, 
j let him derive from me. by a lively 


{ * quench his thirſting after che things 
.of this world., 19h. 7. 374 adde Matrh. 
41. 28. Mark. 5. 36. You ice by all 
|cheſe ſacred paflages., what warrant 
| you have to apply Chritt and toper- 
{wade your ſelves , thar Chriſt witldo 
| tor you whar may be done. For as 


-, Comeceate of my bread and drink of my 


| faith ſo much ſpirituall grace as may | 


* T'remel!, 
3 (0c. 


* Eft nvita- 
tio Chriſts. 
I dem mw 10c, 


* That is,[ 


to the free 
gifrs of the 
Spirit. 
Hay 0 it 


. laC. 


* Pibat þo- 
12m illum 
[alwutarem 


qui animan | 


reficiat, et , 
omnem «flis 


cupiditatium | 


hujus mund; 
reflingnat 
Cyril.l, 5.18 
I9h,c. 10. 
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much, as he both invites you to come 
untohim, andalfo tels you what you 
ſhall have and findein him , when you 
come unto him, and take him into 
your very ſouls, as you take meat and 
drink into your bodies, namely,what- 
ſoeveris neceſlary tor the life of your 


| fouls ſhadowed forth by bread, and 


wine, and milk, and water, which 
and uſefull for the preſervation of the 
naturalilife of man, and therefore in 

ods name take, yea, eate, and drink 


| boldly , as the onely ſoveraign medi- 


 {cinallRoſeorRoſe-water,which muſt 


revive and cure-your'ſin-{ick foules, 


| affuring your ſelves , that in all the] 


{ forcfaid Caſes, he will doe for you 
{ what 55 tobe done for youreverlaft. 
{inghealch. _ 13; 

f 5. Bat withall, I muſt adviſe you 
[that as' men,” who are to take bodily 
| Phyſick are' to pray 'utito God for a 
{bleffing, ſo beleevihng you will be- 


Chriſt, whois both Phyſick as a Roſe, 


| The excellency of Cbriſf, | 


things, as ye know, are moſt neceflary| 


briſt, even' moſt confidently and 


iſeech and invocate the Lord Jeſus| 


and 


did, and. that he will diffolve all ſtop- 


.. 


9 OOO 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


and the Phyfician himſelf, as hv3is.a. 
Saviour, that he will blefle yout@n- 
deayours, and make himſelteffectuall 
unto your poore and ſickly ſouls. 

More particularly , that like a Roſe 
he will purge out choler, and hatred, 
and luftfulnefle, andenvie, and pride, 
and every other corruption, that you 
may be moſt troubled with , and that 
he will cleere your fight, that you may 
ſee your fiatulneſſe more then' you 
did, and take away' your ftonte hearts, 
that youlmay..be-able to mourn or'to 
grieve more'tot.your finnes then you 


pages within you, and enlarge your. 


||in the way of -k's commandements, |- 
and that-he will be-pleaſed ro eftabliſh| 


from your hearts. Moreover, pray 


fIthat he: will nor ſuffer your graces to 
[decay, norto be ſo dead as ſometimes 


arts; that'fo you may run afrer.him 


your hearts; and to pardon your of- 
tences, and to give reſt-unto your 
ſouls, and'to take away all trembling 


him with all humblenefle of minde, 


youar':, bur ratherwillquickenyour| 


« et. A. Amt 
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The excelency of Cbrift, 


you thirſt ſo ne more, and when his 
tathers wrath is kindled againft you, 
thac he willappeaſe it,; and when you 
be comtortlefle and have lofta deare 
friend, that he will comfort you, and 
when you are fick in body and weake 
1nfaith, that he will Rrengthen you. 


{ Thus according to the Caſes formerly 
| proſecuted befeech Chriſt to be good: 


unto. you , and if he ſeeme to be 
itrange , and; inexorable then urge 
him, as the good Shunamite the Pro- 


pher E/:ſha, when her ſonne was dead,|| 
[faying, As the Lord liveth and & thy 


{ul brveth 1 will not leaverthee, 2 King. 
4:30. Solay thou unto Chriſt as thou 
liveſt; I will not leave thee cill thou 
help me, or as * Chryſoſtome would 


cording to thy will I defire of thee, I 


ceat, et ib! 
Pitenti itri | 
expiauat, 

Cir,/ofb. 


will not beleeve thee, afluring thy ſelf 


that thou ſhalt impetrate, and have 
| | what 


a 


| 

ſpirits , and when you be athirſt after 
| more grace , that he will ſatisfie you, 
[and when you begin to thirſt too in- 
| ordinately after the things of this life, 
that he will quench your thirſt, chat 


haveus, unlefle thou give me what ac-: 


ATA EEE: 7” a rs ho : 
what thas * importunately thou doeſt| 
poſtulate and crave. See LzF.18. 1,2,3, 


\ which prayed even beyond hope and | 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


4,5,6,79. Matth. 15. 26, 27. how'Chritft 
himſelf would both haveus to be im- 
portune, and inftant,and how he com- 
mendeth the woman of Canaan which 
was fo conſtant, aud would not give 


could tell you even of many wonders, 


| ae | 


þ 
| 


him over till he did help her. And-I} 


mmm, 
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which fervent and importunate pray- 
iog hath wrought from time totime, 
conſtraining Chriſt ro helphis people, 


imagination , and contrary to the 
courſe of nature to enconrage you, | 
but Ile content my felt with one 1n- 


1 and impotent folk, which madeſach} 
[| a noife with their cry and prayers, that | 


ſtance onely for the preſent, which | 
may ſuffice. * When Solymanue bad} 
belteged Gunzain Hunzary , and eight] 
companies were entred inthe middeſt 

of thetown , there was gatheredina| 
houſe a company of women, children, 


wentuptoheaven, as that the Turks 
thought anew ſupply did come againſt 


cif God, 
Th. Gond- 
win 1B his 
return of 
praye:s, p, 
212, 


+ Foxe a, | 
& mon, py 
68g. 
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them, and foleft the citic again, and 
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'- The excellency of Chriſt, 


compounded withit, whereupon that 
poore place was miraculouſly preſer- 
ved, and therefore I ſay again pray 
whenſoever you be in any diftreſle, 
though you can have bur as little hope 
35 they of that little citie, Chriſt him- 
ſelt ſeeming to be againſt you, as he 
ſeemed tobe utterly againftthe good 
woman of Canaan, yet pray , and ſay 
unto him as ſhe ſaid , Lord help, nay 
cry and cry even mightily as the ſame 
Canaan peritioner,and as the ſaid poor 
women and children of Gunzadid cry 
faying againe, and againe, and againe, 
Lord help, andif that will not do it, 
cry again both day and night, uſing 


[the ſame words, or ſome ſuch like, © 


Lord Jeſus, ſweet Roſe of Sharon,help: 
tor we are grievouſly vexed of the 
Devill, or thus, Lord help, for we are 
grievouſly tormented of thy fathers 
wrath, or thus, Lord help, for weare 
grievoully- perplexed by reaſon of fin. | 
Thus inall che foreſaid Caſes cry our 
tor help, and.* doubt you not bnt that 
as. Chrift {aid ar Jaft to the good wo- 


manof Canaan; 0 woman,'great is thy | 


faith 


hn 
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© or the Roſe of Sharon. 


that her daughter was made whole 
from that very houre. Matth. 15.28. 
and as that good people of Gunza was 
blefſedly preſerved upon their loud- 


wiſe moſt happily and wondertully 
delivered and made whole though 


[not inthe ſame houre , when you will, 


et moſt certamly when * God will, 
which clauſe leadeth me to an other 
rule which I muſt adde in the next 
place. As for this I have urged it ſo 
much the more, becauſe I know ye 
nceedit moſt, and are like to g1in by it 


moſt, the Lord giving a blefling to 


your endeavours and mine., which 1 


humbly and heartily crave at his mer- 
citull hands. Y 

6. Agiin, as they that take bodily 
Phyfick muſt have patience to waite 
rillit work, ſo you, having takenor 
applycd Chriſt , that moſt medicinall 
Roſe of Sharon, and prayed molt pati- 
ently waite with blefied David, Pſal. 


and helpyou, For therefore it is wiit= 


_—_ 


faith be it unto thee as thouwilt ; SO, as 


crying prayers, ſo you alfoſhal be like- | 


| chuleth the 


40. 1. till heincline his eare unto you, | 


* F-r God 
confhdereth | 
all rimes of } 
thy life, Þ 
and till | 
belt and {| 
fitesft ro |} 
anſwer thy! 
prayers in, 
Goodwin, 7. 
ibid, q | 


bs 
« 
o 


' | 


6, Rule, i 
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R 4 _ ren, 


” —_ 


b Tremen. in 
loc, 

Tm x 
44 


4 Nox 3#- 
portame ſed 
tempere ſus, 
Hular.in pſa. 
10.2.nib;j p. 
I6, 
* For God 
ſheweth 
his wiſ- 
dome and 
love as 
much in 
giving the 
thing it 


ſelf. Good- | 


win in his 
returne of 
prayers. 


| P» 145. 


| 


' The excellency of Cbrift, 


; ten. He that beleeveth ] namely in 


| Chriſt , hall wake no haſt * or muſt make 


zo haſt] namely, ®out of impatience, 
ſoas to © flic as one tranſlates the * ori- 
ginall, Eſa, 28. 16, and hence itistiat 
one of the ancients who by Davids | | 
bleſſed many, Pſal. 1. 1. underftandeth' 

Chriſt himſelf obſerveth in him well, 
that heis a tree of lite bringing torth 
his fruit in due ſeafon. werſ. 3. *that 
is, in his own time, which himſelf cals 
his © houre , ſaying to his bleſſed mo- 
ther, mine houre its nob yet come,namely, 
to turn water into wine, hz 2. 4. fo 
that you muſt not be diſmaid, though 
he do not deliver you by and by from 
your fins, and croſſes, when you cry, 
concluding that he will never help or 


|heale you, becauſe he anſwers not your 


expectation, when you would. No, 
but as good old Simeon waited a long 
time for the confolation of 1frael, till 
he met his much deſired Saviour, moſt 


happily and joyfully in the Lords 


Temple, where, alſo he did embrace 
him with tle moſt heartie and dear- 
eſt embraces of his tendereſt affefion 


—_— 


both 


P OS 
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Sor ibs Roſe if Shared. 


botlvin the'arms of his bleſſed bedy, 
[ad with the arms of his riioft precious 
faith , having” been formerly aſſured 
by adivine revelation froin' the pirit 
of God", that he ſhovld not; fee death 
before he had ſeen the Lord Chrift, 
Lyk. 2.26, fo you are to waite in like 
manner for that conſol.ition, eaſe, and 
| help, which yon do or ſhall defire, till 
Chriſt ſend it in his owntime, having 
{been heretofore ſufficiently promiſed 


ter before you be ennidbned by death, 
and diflolved , you ſhall haveas much 
help from the Lord Chriſt as 15 need- 
fulland * convenient for you, which 
ſecuritie or promiſe ovght to content, 
you, And theretore I ſay again waite: 
For the viſion u yet for an appointed time, 
but in the end it ſhall ſpeak , and ngt le, 
though it tarry, wa'te for it, bec aufe 1t will 
ſurely come, it wi not tarry , faith God 
himſelf, not I, Habak. 2. 2 

It you aske me what a the Lord 
doth okalty help. . 

I anſwer. 1, When you need his help 
moſt, being ready to fink, Mat.$.24.26. 
2. When| 


[inthe like manner , that ſooner or la- 


—— 


| 


| 
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* For the 
Lerd doth 
all things 
mn weighe 
and me3- 
fure, and 
hath jike- 
wiſe ap- 
pointed a 
ceritaine 
mcaſure of 
grace, and 
taich and 
comferr, 
inwardly 
to be cn- 
joyed Hom. 
Iz 3.Ejbe. 
4-4. anda i 
mealure of 
common 
blefſi 1 gy ; 
pans... 
ro bere- 
ceived Pio, 
Zo. Ss, 
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The excelensy of C brift, OY 


2, Whenyouare mot fit for ic, be- 
wg humbled, Z/a. 57. x5. Sothatac. 


——c 


cordingly you may expeQ his help 
ſooner, or later, 

7. Asthey that take corporall Phy- 
fick keep their chamber, ſo muſt eve. 
ry one of you taking, or having taken 


 Phyiick for the gapd of his poor ſoul. 
Keepe the chamber or cloſet of his 


Keep thy heart with ail diligence, or with 


 originall more emphatically import- 
eth , Prov. 4. 23. Keeping faſt your 
doorcs, I meane your ſenſes, and not 
ſuffering any cold or infectious aireto 
COME IN. 

If you aske me how ſhall we doto 
keepe our hearts thus with all dili- 
gence? | | 
| 1 anfwer. 1. Stopping every little 


leaſt: coldnefle. - | 

' 2. Keep faſt your doores,, that is, 

your ſenſesnot ſuffering any coldnefſe 
or infectious aire.,, that is, infecting 


Chriſt the Roſe of Sharos , as ſpirituall} 


heart with all diligence, as it is written, | 


all * cuſtodie and watchfulneſſe, as the | 


GP IT_” 


hole or occaſion that: may let in the| 


objects | 


I 


or the Roſe of Sharos. TOY 


objedtsor matters tocome,in/ob 38.1. 
Pſal. 39. 1. 
| 3. Pray Godtoaſhft you herein,as 
Daviddid, ſaying, Set awatch, © Lord, 
before my mouth, keep the doore of my lips. 
You may ſay moreover , keepe mine 
eyesalſo, 6 Lord, andthe doores of 
minecares, and watch my heart that 
I mayneither take a cold, nor any o- 
therinfection. I humbly befeech thee. 
4: If thoſe domeftikes, that are 
with thee in the chamber, that is, thoſe 
fiofull motions, which are * bred inthe 
heart, do offer to open thy doores 
and togo out,and ſote let inthe cold- 


loweth them, x. obſerve. 2. queſtion. 


with, andſuffer them not to range ſo 
like Dina, Gen. 34. 1. and to goinand 
-out. Nay, 5. ſhut them out of your 


nefle and infetion, which ever fol- | 


3. check. and 4.reftraine them forth-| 


doores quite , and let rhem. ſtay or, 
lodge nolonger within you , remem- | 
bring the words of the Lord , 1cr..4-| 
14. How long ſhall thy vain thoughts louge,| 
within thee, or beſoapproved, tolera»-| 


4. DireRi- 


on, 


* Matth. 
; IT Fo I9., 


4s 4a* 


moſt 


| ted. entertained, as gueſts that ares 


heel 
w__ "2 D : 4 
w— 2 


-'Þ' The excellency of Chris, 
moſt welcome,and are even 1ntreated 
| to ſtay day after day,night after night, 
and ſo doftay, and contiaue with the 
entertainer, as the * originall doth 
moft ſignificantly imply ſo much, and 
more too, then I can well expreſſe 
here, or haye expreſſed heretofore, 
rouchivg the ſame matter in the ſe- | 
cond generall uſe upon another oc- 
caſion, | 

Laſtly, Taking or having taken 
| Chriſt that moſt medicinall and ope- 
| rative Roſe of Sharon, you are as pati- 
| entsto keep cloſe to the fire, or rather 
| to three ſeverall fires, by | 
SY x. Thinking much and often on 
* xzax7zr. |that moſt formidable fire ofhel which 
hezzar. |(hill never goout, Efa. 66. 24. * That 
m4 ma. [lo you may keep down your bodies of ſin, 
__—_ as Paul did, x Corinth. 9.27. being ever 
*me #- |moſt carefull ro be even univerſally. 


wm cadet . : 
: pb: | obſequious and obedient toGods fa- | 


aſtigatus |cred Law. 


«ry : "of || 2. By mufing ever on the word of | 
9. Axticc, | truth and pronnſe , with holy Davis, 
= Pſal. 119. 97; asanotherfire, which} 
'* | alfoſhallnever goout, lerem. 23. 29. | 
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x Per; 1. 23, thatſo it may like a pillat | 
of fire conduct you ſafely thorow the | 
| great and terrible wildernefſe of this | 
| men-devouring world into the cele-| 
'ſtiall Canaan, not ſufferingyou cither 
to ſtumble againft the ſtone of ftumb- 
ling and rack of offence, which is} 
| Chrift, accidentally, x.Per, 2.8. or to, 
| wander totally and finally out of the 
| way of Gods commandements, Pſal. 
| 119. 6. 9.105. and may likewiſe warme 
yourfaint and ſickly ſouls , when they | 
begin to coole., blazing and flaming, 
as1t were, about.your heads, & hearts, | 
and vibrating; ot-ſending forth now 
this, then that moſt ſweer and preci- 
ous promiſe. Beſides a number of o- 
|ther holy truths and paſſages, like ſo 
| many hot: burning ſparks: of fire, 
whereby your cooling brains and 
| breaſts may: be: re. heated , | arid re- |: -** 
enlivened, and ſo conſequently moſt} .. | 
| blefſedly re-enabled to bold out! and, 
and to perſevere” untotheend, inthe 
metaphyiicalland ſupernaturall taking 
| of the mot effeCtuall Roſe of Sharon, | 
| 2 Pf. X. I9» | 


#5 he 3. By 
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Theexcelency of Chriſt, 
| 3- :By halding forth alfo your very 

heads,:and hearts againft that ever 
buroing'tfire,, which is God himſelf 
bleſſed forever, Hebrews 12. 19:;.and 
[bathing your raviſhed and aſpiring 
thoughts.even .moft deliciouſly and 
{[frequently: in the hotte burning 
flames, or manifeftation of that ok 
holy and.everliving effence, evenas 
ablefled Martyr ;; To condemned 
to be burucalive ;':did:even barhe his 
hands h-the flames of 'fire, to: evi- 
denceand to declire the unconceiva- 
ble and; uncxpreflable:delight and 
joy which he: rooke and felr'in the 
]mid{tof- the fire;::ſo:do:you tn like 
manner manifeſt.and ſhew forth: your | 
inexplicable delight :and ſoul-raviſh- 
{ing'content, which:you take iyGod 
and Chrift, by:ſorthinking upon:God 
mnchang bfren, yea;'everwith * 19. 
ſeph ;; and:* David ::\that ſo you rhay 
be everiafraid, 'as|/ofeph was , to fin 
againſt' bis Sacred''Majeftie ;  Geneſes 
39-9: and alſo'may+'be ever warme 
and fire-hot, as it were, 1n affecti- 
on, bur then eſpecially , when _ 
O 
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viour, to be adored and 
magnified for ever 
and ever. 


or the Roſe of Sharow. * | 


{do take and apply, or have taken 
that moſt ſweer, moſt fragrant, moſt 
| pleaſant , moſt eperative , and falu- 
tiferous Roſe of Sharon Chriſt Jeſus, 

our moſt deare and blefied Sa- 
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| 25. Caſesſct down in order, ' 


SEC TION. X XI. 


Eight Phyſicall Rules to be obſerved,in 2nd about! 
| the taking of Chriſt , as the onely moſt Sove-! 
rain Roſe or medicine , ordained of God for ; 
fin-fick Souls. | 


| 
F INIS. | 


- p_ 
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*& 
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Errata. Fn 


F. teXt-p. 24.1.1 4. I now not.r. I know net. r. p. 79. L26. 
rather to be farther. r..xather to be Wiſhed Farrher, P. 34+ 


k L. $.notwithſtanding,is,r, which notwithſtanding ir is,p.48. 


k 18." in all eternitie,r. to alt eternicie, p.s 3; 1.10, x om r, 
ccree/p.58.1.1.he ſpeaks,r.he ſpake. p. 79. 1.11. for then, r, 
char, p.83.1.22.after Chriſt. r. after, Chriſt may ſpecd, p. 
94.1.18.you. r. yea p. 1241.24, He moſt. r.he is moſt. p.z 50. 
Ls. combine.r.combined, p;15 1-1.4; breath. r. breach. p. r5 3. 
L 24. remaine. r. remove. p-156.L. 34. Lot.r. let.p.19;.1. 19, 
xeturne.r, rerurnes, p, 175. L's. loweth, r. ) oweth.” p.i8s. 
L «£3. and hin.r.of him. p. 192.1. x8. forhimſelfe, -r. for he 


be. p. 200. 1. 2. cannox. r, nor cannor- ibid. 1.4. breathes, r. 
panteth.p, 203.1. 18.r. Deitie p.218.13:r. to be obſerved p, 
3431.1 2. another ef, r. another matter of p. 225.1. 20. ad- 

iced,r. admireth. ibid, 23. he cryeth,r.and crycth,” p, 350, 


. 


L 35; an the;r. in that, p-348.17, mans,r.man. 


kimſelfe.p, 193. 1.11.runs, r.is. p, 198. 1.23; are to be.r.is to | 


& Poe 10, 1.14, Cant,t.10. read. Cant; 5. 19:p.13.1. L.next. - 
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